Carol Joann Olsen
March 14, 1940 - May 25, 2016

Carol Olsen loved Jesus and spent her entire life taking care of her family and serving
others: her family, church, students, and friends. She passed peacefully from this life into
the next on May 25, 2016 in Port Orchard surrounded by her loving family.
She was born March 14, 1940 in Sunnyside, Washington, where she grew up on her
parents' farm with her big sister Kathryn, and her dog, Spunky. Carol was a hard worker,
but was always joyful and loved to laugh. She worked before school cutting asparagus on
a farm and as a teenager she worked at the town movie theater. While on the farm, she
taught herself to drive, including driving to the DMV by herself to take her test. Her selftaught driving skills provided her with many hair-raising adventures and entertaining
stories for family and friends. She later worked as a receptionist at Carnation Dairy and
Creamery. She graduated from Sunnyside High School in 1958 and went to Central
Washington College where she met her husband David. They married in 1963 and moved
to Port Orchard where Dave became a teacher at South Kitsap High School. During their
fifty-two years of marriage, Carol loved being at home and enjoying life with friends and
family.
Carol had two children, Brian and Kristi, and stayed home with them until she started
teaching. She taught at Noah's Ark Preschool for several years before beginning her
career as a kindergarten teacher at Bethany Lutheran Elementary School where she
taught until her retirement. After her retirement Carol and Dave enjoyed trips to Hawaii
and Alaska. Carol had many close friends who she loved to spend time with playing
bridge, having lunch, going shopping, and telling stories.
Her favorite Bible verse was Luke 18:16: “But Jesus called the children to him and said,
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”
She is survived by her husband, David Olsen, her children Brian (Lise) Olsen and Kristi
(Norm) Smith, her sister Kathryn (Jack) Macan, and grandchildren Grace, Joy, Faith,

Christopher, and Jefferson.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - May 31, 2016 at 06:48 PM

“

Carol’s mother in law Pearl was a dear friend of mine. Carol meant a lot to Pearl. I
am happy that Carol has met up with Pearl now and is free from her illness. I am sad
for David her husband, all her family, students and friends. Her service today was
beautiful, and I hope it brought great comfort to her loved ones.
Susan Dycus

Susan Dycus - June 03, 2016 at 02:45 AM

“

Carol will always hold a special place in our hearts! She was my Katie's kindergarten
teacher and Katie graduated on May 25th! Please know that we loved Carol and
rejoice that she is with Jesus but also will miss her till we are reunited in our heavenly
home! Sending you all our love and prayers as the days ahead will be hard! Love
Bill, Kelly, and Katie Kammer

Kelly Kammer - May 31, 2016 at 06:23 PM

“

20 files added to the album Mom

B. Olsen - May 31, 2016 at 12:02 AM

“

Connie Johnson lit a candle in memory of Carol Joann Olsen

Connie Johnson - May 30, 2016 at 09:33 PM

“

“

You were one of the best and you will be missed
Connie Johnson - May 30, 2016 at 09:35 PM

Kim Tinker lit a candle in memory of Carol Joann Olsen

Kim Tinker - May 30, 2016 at 08:11 PM

“

Mrs. Olsen you always had a song or story to share. You gave the best hugs and could
always cheer me up and make me laugh.
So many memories to share. Driving Kristi and I school every day to MW, smooched
sandwhiches, Bremerton cruise.
Love you Kimmie (Johnson) Tinker
Kim Tinker - May 30, 2016 at 08:18 PM

“

37 files added to the album New Album Name

B. Olsen - May 30, 2016 at 08:04 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Carol Joann Olsen.

May 30, 2016 at 03:03 PM

“

I remember when Carol brought Kristi to church the first time as a baby. She was so
sweet, kind, fun, and I can't recall a time when she wasn't smiling. Love and prayers
to Dave, Kristi, Brian and all of the family members.
Lori Harms Weber

Lori Harms Weber - May 30, 2016 at 01:33 AM

“

I, too, shared many 'drives with Carol'!!! We either took her dad's car or my dad's car
and went many places in the Yakima Valley. I'm sure our dads are still shaking their
heads at us! Carol was a 1958 classmate of mine. Working at the Liberty Theater
together we always had a great time..she worked in the ticket booth and I worked the
snack bar. What fun! Love, prayers and peace to all of your family. I have wonderful
memories of Carol.

Donella Schrantz Evans - May 28, 2016 at 10:04 AM

“

For most of the years that our children were attending grammar school and growing
up, we shared a fence. There were no better neighbors than the Olsens. Carol's
levelness, sweet spirit, and generosity pierced everything she did and is so reflected
in the adults that her children became. Loved by many . . missed by all . . . rest in
peace.
Faithe Lester

E Faithe Lester - May 28, 2016 at 09:44 AM

“

Carol taught Kindergarten to all four of our children at Bethany. We couldn't have
asked for a more loving, tender soul. We all loved her dearly and treasure
her.memory. I remember our youngest, Renada, became sick in school and ran to
Carol for comfort even though she was no longer in her class. That was Carol------the
ultimate Mama.
We are heartbroken to lose her, but also joyous that now she is with Jesus.
Tim and Donna Matthes

Donna Matthes - May 28, 2016 at 09:33 AM

“

All day I have been reminiscing about our friend, Carol, and the fun times we shared.
She always made us laugh, and oh yes, the driving jokes. I didn't know one person
could get into so much mischief. . . .unintentionally! Our families shared camping
trips, fishing, hunting, and potlucks full of laughter. I can still hear the conversations
as we shared recipes, some of which I still use. She loved our children like her own,
which I especially appreciated since we didn't have any family in the area.
Carol had a very sweet nature accompanied by her mischievous ways, and was so
easy and fun to be around.
Even though we haven't seen much of Carol and Dave since we moved away, they
are both very special to us, and the memories are so vivid. We will miss Carol, but
rest in knowing that we will see her once again in Heaven.
Love and condolences to Dave, Kristi, Brian and their families.
Karen and Duane

Karen and Duane Johnson - May 27, 2016 at 09:17 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies for the families of a very sweet lady. We weren't neighbors for a
long period of times but the kids all came up together and we were able to share
memorable times. I remember her sitting at the front window keeping an eye on our
runaway son who never, to the dismay of his siblings, past the first corner. Carol would give
a step by step report on him. The world has lost yet another tender soul.
The Burley Family
Ron burley Sr. - May 28, 2016 at 12:29 PM

“

Our love and prayers to Dave, Brian and Kristi. Carol was my closest friend for over 50
years. We had so many laughs and good times over the years. She had a way of making
any situation better. Her sense of humor and driving adventures will always be
remembered. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, special friend, and teacher.
The Roy and Bea DeBoer Family
Bea DeBoer - May 28, 2016 at 02:17 PM

“

My deepest sympathies and love to Dave, Brian and Kristi. Carol was such a sweet friend
and wonderful teacher for my grandchildren. Best of all she would share stories about them
in her class and I always knew she gave them so much love as well as knowledge to start
them off. Blessings to the family and the peace of knowing her struggles are over and she
is Home.
Elsie Gonzalez
Elsie Gonzalez - May 28, 2016 at 03:51 PM

“

Not seeing Carol except for a class reunion or two since our graduation I remember her
nice smile and quiet personality and knowing those characteristics will surely be missed.
My thoughts and prayers extend to Dave and family.
Larry Ledgerwood
Lawrence Ledgerwood - May 28, 2016 at 07:20 PM

“

Carol was a wonderful lady to all. We met her when she taught at Noah's Arch preschool
many years ago.Our prayers are with Dave and his Family. Roger and Jackie Jensen
Roger - June 01, 2016 at 09:12 PM

“

I've known Carol for many years. We had some fun lunches together. I will miss her.
Carol was a wonderful and loving person. Dave and family
are in our prayers.
Carolyn & Ed
Carolyn Zimmerman - June 02, 2016 at 11:34 AM

“

I knew Carol through our mutual friend, Bea. I heard of their long, enduring bond with the
South Kitsap High School faculty wives who enjoyed being together. I also felt Carol's
impish nature that made her a beloved friend to all.
Mary Abo - June 02, 2016 at 03:50 PM

