Catherine Cecilia Miller
January 25, 1963 - April 11, 2021

Catherine Cecilia Miller passed away on April 11, 2021 following a 3 ½ year battle with
cancer. She was born in Oakland California January 25, 1963 to Bernie and Edrhys
(Reaves) Balvin. She was raised in California, along with her sister Claudia, attending
school in San Leandro and Alameda before moving at age 17 to Bremerton, where she
graduated from Olympic High School in 1981.
Cathy loved life experiences and learning and tried many different things following high
school before finding her calling. After graduation, she returned to California, working
there for a couple years before coming back to Bremerton. She went on to attend, and
graduate from, the John Robert Powers Modeling and Finishing School in Seattle then
moved to Everett. In 1989 her son Terry was born, after which time she moved back to
Bremerton. She was working for Applied Technologies at Keyport when she met Bret; they
married June 11, 1994 on the shores of the Hood Canal at the Alderbrook Inn. She went
on to work for KIRO TV, and Kitsap Mental Health Services before going back to school to
obtain an Associate’s Degree from Olympic College then on to Clover Park Technical
School. She graduated and obtained her certification as a Pharmacy Technician in 2008
and began working for St. Anthony’s Hospital in Gig Harbor where she worked for about
10 years, until her diagnosis. Although her career was cut short, she met many new
friends was known at the hospital for her hard work and dedication.
Cathy and Bret relished time spent with family and friends and enjoyed all things outdoors
including hunting, fishing, crabbing and shrimping, camping, traveling, and spending time
at their vacation home in Grayland, Wa. Cathy was beautiful, in-side and out, with a kind
heart and a gentle soul. She was a very loving person that touched many lives. She is
gone too soon and we will miss her beautiful smile and infectious laugh. To know Cathy
was to be truly blessed.
She is survived by her husband Bret Miller of Port Orchard; son Terry Ward of Port
Orchard; Parents Bernie and Edrhys Balvin of Bremerton; and sister Claudia (Balvin)
Smith, her husband Darren and their daughters Ciara and Alia.

If you are planning on attending the memorial service in person, please RSVP to Holy
Trinity by calling (360) 377-7674. Masks are required and social distancing will be adhered
to. There will be a live stream of Cathy's service on [Youtube by clicking
here]https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrk5e1SS5I9lGwj6n0qAvow
The Celebration of Life in June will be a open house starting at 1:00 PM with a 2:00 PM
eulogy to Cathy.
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to one of Cathy's favorite charities, the Seattle
Union Gospel Mission or World Vision.

Events
MAY
19

Memorial Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
4215 Pine Rd NE, Bremerton, WA, US, 98310

MAY
19

Graveside Service

12:30PM

Forest Lawn Cemetery
5409 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA, US, 98312

JUN
5

Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Bremerton Elks Lodge RV Shelter
4131 Pine Road NE, Bremerton, WA, US, 98310

Comments

“

kathy let me hunt with her husband, partied with us in a snow bank like it was1999
COUSE IT WAS . let me hang out w\ her son in a boat most of a summer with no
adult supervision. after all that she introduced me to her parents and invited us to the
coveted Dosy trip. Despite her questionable taste in friends we will always love and
miss her LIKE CRAZY George and Georgie

George Garland - May 11 at 10:50 PM

“

I met Cathy and her family some years ago through her folks Bernie and Edrhys. We
were all camping with many other happy campers at the Dosewallips group camp. I
will always remember her as such a kind person with a warm smile. They had the
sweetest golden retriever then and its cuteness inspired us to get one of our own. I
am so so very sorry to hear of her passing. Sending my deepest sympathy to her
family. Prayers for healing to you all. God bless and take care.

Vanessa Cable - May 10 at 09:59 PM

“

I first met Cathy in 2019 at the topping out ceremony for Rainier Tower, it was my first
project with TEC in which I got to work closely with Bret Miller. We spent a lot of time
together and it was obvious that he and Cathy had an incredible relationship, the
kind every couple tries to have but many do not... I learned a lot that year from Bret
about what it meant to be a good husband and father (wife and I had our first child in
2018). I got to speak with Cathy for the first time when Bret lost his phone and she
called me from it to tell me, and a few times after that when Bret would put her on
speaker, so I kind of felt like I knew her before I actually met her at the topping out
Party... that night I thought no way, she is way too hot and young to be Bret's wife!! jk
lol.. but seriously what a hotty, and more importantly what a sweet and kind person, I
spent most of the night talking to her and Steve's wife, and watched the crew tie one
on and have some fun... I knew she was battling cancer and was just amazed out
how positive and she was and her energy and spirit, very similar to Bret. I was
looking forward to spending time with them out on the coast this summer and
introducing Cathy to my wife and daughter... words cannot describe how saddened I
was to learn of her passing, Such a loss for everyone who knew her, but especially
for Bret, but she is with all of us in spirit and will never be forgotten, and I am just so
thankful I got to know her, if even just for a while, because she is the type of person
that makes others better just be her smile and a quick hello.
I will miss you Cathy, and I thinking of you always
with Love,
Brian

Brian Will - May 06 at 03:38 PM

“

I have always enjoyed you as a person/family. I always had the best conversations
with you and you had the most beautiful smile. I will love you always.

Patti Christensen - May 04 at 04:12 PM

“

You were so easy to get along with. You made everyone feel welcome. A giving spirit
and a great friend. I am lucky for the good times we spent together and I will hold
those memories close to my heart. I am sorry for your family and friends loss but I
know you are dancing with the angels. Maybe even rocking out a little. Thank you for
being in my life Cathy, and for being my friend.

Jennifer Kreifels - April 29 at 08:01 PM

“

I love you beautiful friend. I miss you.... the sound of your voice, your beautiful smile,
our conversations. I miss all of that and more. The way you always encouraged me
and held me to a higher standard. I want to thank you for loving me. Thank you for
the times you held me when I stumbled. Thank you for sharing your life with me.
Thank you, for my Louie, we wouldn't have each other without you. I miss our days
hanging out and getting a phone call from you the minute I walked in the door. You
enriched my life in so many ways and for that I thank you. I love you!! Can't wait to
hug you again

Jessica - April 28 at 11:50 PM

“

Although we haven't seen each other in more than 35 years, learning of your passing
shattered my soul. You will always hold a very special place in my heart. My deepest
condolences to the family.

Stella Price - April 27 at 05:38 PM

“

My heart is with Brett, Terry, Bernie, Edryhs and Claudia- love you all sending hugs
and prayers. Sharing great memories with Cathy- We laughed til our sides hurt!

Deborah Andersen - April 26 at 04:36 AM

“

Sending all my love & prayers for Bret & family.

Amber Youso - April 22 at 09:04 PM

“

12 files added to the album Friends

Connie - April 22 at 04:28 PM

“

Connie lit a candle in memory of Catherine Cecilia Miller

Connie - April 21 at 12:10 PM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

Blake Miller - April 20 at 08:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Cathy

Linda Christensen - April 20 at 01:30 PM

“

3 files added to the album Friends

Linda Christensen - April 20 at 01:29 PM

“

49 files added to the album Family

Linda Christensen - April 20 at 01:23 PM

“

Great time in Vegas...Bruno Mars was singing to ME....NOT Brookie or Cathy!

Annie Wold - April 20 at 12:16 AM

“

2 files added to the album Family

Bret Miller - April 18 at 11:22 PM

“

2 files added to the album Cathy

Bret Miller - April 18 at 05:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album Friends

Bret Miller - April 18 at 05:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album Friends

Bret Miller - April 18 at 01:19 AM

“

Cathy

Michelle Davenport - April 17 at 08:11 PM

“

I love looking through the photos. Such a beautiful face. Such a wonderful person.
I wrote down some things I wanted to say to Cathy, but in the end, I didn't get the
chance. I'd like to share my thoughts here.
Cathy, I love you and I've always looked up to you. I know a lot of people feel the
same way. It's because of your enthusiasm, your kindness, your beautiful smile, and
that you're so fun to be with. My mom thought the world of you. As kids, you were
always loving and caring. You made me feel special. You grew up to be that same,
kind person. I can't recall one negative thing you said to me. Always a kind word.
Thank you. You are also special the way you brighten up a room when you walk in.
You always have a way of making things more cheerful. I love you and will always
think of you, my dearest cousin.
P.S. Thank you for introducing me to Rush, Bad Company, and Aerosmith in grade
school. You were always way cooler than me.
Love,
Brent

Brent White - April 16 at 10:38 PM

“

6 files added to the tribute wall

Ciara Catherine Balvin-Lundy - April 16 at 08:32 PM

“

5 files added to the album Family

Bret Miller - April 16 at 10:13 AM

“

9 files added to the album Friends

Bret Miller - April 15 at 10:07 PM

“

15 files added to the album Cathy

Bret Miller - April 15 at 09:27 PM

“

17 files added to the album Family

Bret Miller - April 15 at 08:40 PM

“

3 files added to the album Family

Bret Miller - April 15 at 07:38 PM

“

4 files added to the album Friends

Bret Miller - April 15 at 07:37 PM

“

2 files added to the album Family

Bret Miller - April 15 at 06:04 PM

“

4 files added to the album Cathy

Bret Miller - April 15 at 05:52 PM

“

I miss Cathy every moment of every day. Please share your thoughts and consider
giving to charity in lieu of sending flowers.
Cathy has been support Worldvision.org for years. She also supports the union
gospel mission.
Please note the Service date is tentative waiting for confirmation from the church.
The service will believe streamed on YouTube holy trinity for those who cannot make
it

Bret Miller - April 15 at 05:38 PM

“

These are great pictures Bret, so enjoyable to look at and to see her beautiful smile. She
lived life so fully and with such positivity. We will all miss her so much.
Brooke Miller - April 16 at 12:45 AM

“

So many beautiful photos of such a beautiful woman, inside and out. She had such a
lovely, genuinely kind spirit. So fun-loving. And her Infectious laugh! That is a soundmemory we will forever hear. Our deepest heartfelt condolences to her wonderful husband,
son, parents, sister, nieces, brother-in-law and other relatives and friends whose lives she
touched so profoundly. Carol and Mike Woods.
Carol woods - April 19 at 08:27 PM

