Charlene Rae Santos
June 28, 1950 - November 30, 2020

Charlene Rae Santos passed away on November 30, 2020. Charlene was born in
Bremerton, WA on June 28th 1950. She grew up in Port Orchard, raised by Bob and Bea
Johnson. She went to Pleasant Valley Elementary in Gorst, Orchard Heights School,
Marcus Whitman Junior High and South Kitsap High School in Port Orchard.
She later met her husband John Santos in Evergreen Park in Bremerton in 1968. They
married and moved to a homestead in Colville where her son Matthew was born and
eventually settled and built a home in Grapeview. While her and John eventually divorced,
they maintained a friendship that lasted through the years. Here she raised her two sons
Matt and Micah and two daughters Alysha and Nicole.
She worked at the Grapeview Country Store for several years. You can find her name
etched in the concrete in between the gas pumps today.
She then joined Washington State Department of Transportation where she worked
through the ranks up to supply manager where she managed construction contracts,
supplies and ordering for the western region of Washington state. She worked there for
many years until she retired on June 25th 2015. There was standing room only at the
retirement party, the whiteboard read “WE WILL MISS YOU CHAR, WE LOVE YOU.”
Charlene loved to cook, bake, and share her food with everyone she loved. She was well
known for her green thumb and had an encyclopedic knowledge of plants. She had a love
of reading and instilled that on her children. She had a famous recipe for spaghetti sauce
and was known for many other recipes. She once sold cinnamon rolls for $600 at an
auction. She loved chocolate. She cared deeply for animals and they worshipped her in
return. She enjoyed spending time with her family for any occasion, watching her
grandchildren, and spending time with her mom.
Charlene is survived by her mother Bea Johnson, her brother Ron Johnson, his wife
Candace, sister Becky Hawkins her husband Jim, sister Rhonda Lieseke and husband
Wayne Jordheim; her son Matt Santos and his wife Jody, her son Micah Santos, her

daughter Alysha Rodiguez and her husband Paul, her daughter Nicole Blanford and her
husband Greg, grandsons Anthony, Presley, Chris, Diesel, Gage, Isaiah, and Ronan. She
was preceded in death by nephew Russell, and her dad Robert Johnson.
Special messages
• Her daily personal challenge “May I add beauty to the world today.”

Comments

“

Char taught me so many things in life!
A beacon of light. She was there for me when my first child was born guiding me all
the way. She taught me how to make the best pie crust and so much more! I still
think of her a lot and all the things she taught me. I will always remember her
kindness. That was was 30+ years ago, people like her hold a real place in many
hearts I’m sure. My heart goes out to her children and family
Lots of Love, Sheri

sheri bayley - February 11 at 09:03 PM

“

Char was an amazing, special, and uplifting individual. She will always be one of my
most favorite people I've ever had the pleasure to know and to work with. Over the
years we shared stories of work, family, and life in general. I loved her outlook on life
and her infinite wisdom. She shared some of her wonderful recipes with me as well.
She is missed tremendously!
My deepest condolences to her family.
Jeannette Riley

Jeannette Riley - February 04 at 10:50 AM

“

I loved my big sister and I will miss her all of my days.

Rhonda Lieseke - December 30, 2020 at 10:31 AM

“

Oh, Aunt Char, I can't believe it's been almost a month since we have talked. I will
always cherish the many conversations we shared and the advice you have given.
Your love of me and my children did not go unnoticed! We loved you so very much!

Hannah Hawkins - December 29, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

We know our Mother was well-liked and respected. One of the unfortunate aspects of
her passing during this time is we didn't get to hear from her Friends about some of
their memories of her.
We would absolutely love to hear your stories! We would love to learn the things
about Mom we never knew before. Please consider sharing, even if it's only a
sentence.
Thank you for bringing her joy in her life and we hope you are all doing well.
The Santos Family

Matt Santos - December 24, 2020 at 02:52 PM

