Charlie Hemphill
May 10, 1956 - March 6, 2020

March 6, 2020, will forever be a heartbreaking day. Our treasured Charlie is gone.
He was a genuinely faithful, loving, considerate and absolutely irreplaceable husband to
Barbara. He was her rock and her joy. He was her reason for living.
This immensely cherished man was also a wise, loving, and thoughtful father to Ryan,
Luke and Vanessa. His advice could always be counted on to be sound.
His many grandchildren will miss growing up with their beloved Papa. The memory of our
precious Charlie will live on through Taylor, Jack and Paige; Lilly, Mina and Sophie; and
Conner, Claire, and Ethan.
Charlie was born in Wichita Kansas on May 10, 1956. He grew up in Kansas until he
made the voyage to Fresno, California at the age of 11 years old with his father, brother,
and mother, leaving everything behind to start a new life.
In his youth, he was active in church groups where he met his future wife, Barbara, though
at the time neither knew how impactful each would be on each other's lives.
Even as a young man, Charlie was always known as the nicest person you could ever
meet. At the time, he could not have known how many lives he would touch throughout his
life. His genuine kindness spilled over in every aspect of his being.
To know Charlie is to love Charlie!
He later joined the Navy, partly in rebellion and partly to see the world in a new way.
During that time, he had the opportunity to live in Crete where he had “way too much fun”
as he told it.
The essence of Charlie: a selfless brave, stoic man -- honest to a fault with unwavering

integrity. Kind, thoughtful and always wise.
He loved baseball (particularly the Tigers who continually frustrated him).
He had a deep love for music and instilled that love of music to all three of his children –
who grew up on classic rock – music they still love to this day. Music is a way he will live
on in all of us, and his presence is represented in the tunes he loved. He left a multitude of
playlists that he created with strategic thought for all of us to experience. Thank you for
this gift, Charlie, even if you did so unintentionally.
The outdoors was a major part of Charlie and his family’s life. He loved to hike and walk
along just about any waterfront, but he particularly loved harbors. Moving to Port Orchard,
Washington gave him full access to all of these things he loved so much.
(continued below)
He is missed beyond words.
The time and date of a “CELEBRATION OF LIFE” for Charlie will be announced once our
way of life returns to normal – but expect it to be early summer.

Comments

“

TOO MANY MEMORIES to count. He was one of my best friends in high school, and
that friendship took the form of Saturday’s together, either bowling at Fresno State, or
Tennis, always followed by Me&Ed’s pizza. Then there was softball, on the church
softball team -him in left filed, me in center field. The memories are less about
Charlie and I in groups, and more about the two of us just being high school kids
together - but, and I mean this as the deepest compliment: I felt safe with him,
accepted by him. I will always be grateful that we enjoyed so many hours of
friendship together during those high school years. I knew many people in group
settings, but only a very few in personal ways - and he was one those few.
Thank you Charlie, for being a great friend, and for filling my high school days with
laughter, good conversation, and fun times with sports. You’re missed, loved by
many, and knowing you was a great gift.

Richard Dahlstrom - April 15, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

Dick, this is beautiful. You are describing just the man he was. I miss him terribly as I am
sure you do.
Barbara - November 01, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

1 file added to the album Charlie's Life

Barbara Hemphill - April 15, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“
“
“
“
“

I can't watch this without crying. I miss him so much!
Barbara - April 15, 2020 at 01:11 PM

This was most moving Great memories of her beloved brother-in-law thank you
Russell - April 15, 2020 at 01:49 PM

What a beautiful tribute you made to Charlie. Our hearts ache with you over his passing.
Anne & Kevin Cole - April 15, 2020 at 02:01 PM

lovely
Richard - April 15, 2020 at 02:26 PM

That was a great montage! Lots of great memories there. He shaped a lot of who I am with
all of the time I spent with you guys when I was younger.
Scott - April 15, 2020 at 03:30 PM

“

This was a beautiful tribute to Charlie, you and your family. I am so sorry he is not with you.
I always thought you two were perfect for each other.
Terri Ring - April 15, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

These beautiful pictures showed how much Charlie loved Barbara and his family so very
much. From our family to yours, we pray for Gods peace during this difficult time.
Karen & Dave Waligorski - April 15, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

I only knew Charlie from our time together at Holly Ridge Center, but during that time,
he was one of the most kind, calm and happy people I have ever met. He was
instrumental at Holly Ridge Center and was always available to those who needed
his help. He jumped in, without hesitation, to be there for those who needed
guidance. I was heart broken when I heard of his passing and will miss him
tremendously. I will continue to pray for the family as I know his absence must feel
overwhelming. Rest in Peace and Love!
Jaclyn White

Jaclyn White - March 27, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

Charlie, When you arrived at Holly Ridge I learned about your car first. You see, mine
was the same and I was forever pointing my remote key on your car and trying to
break in. I will miss those moments. You were kind and I always believed you had a
hint of a funny story I'd like to hear behind those sparkling eyes. I wish our families
could have shared a laugh and a beer together so I could have heard some of those
stories. Rest in peace. Marie from HRC

marie - March 26, 2020 at 09:44 PM

“

I only knew Charlie from working at Holly Ridge but he was always so calm, helpful
and kind. Anytime I had a question he would get back to me quickly with how to solve
it or how he fixed it already.
He seemed to really enjoy the littles that came to our center on a daily basis. I was
very saddened to hear that he passed. He was an important part of Holly Ridge
Center.

AnnMarie Adams - March 26, 2020 at 07:45 PM

“

Charlie was one of the good guys!! I was fortunate to work with him for several years
and loved hearing his stories about his children, grandchildren and his beloved wife
Barbara. I appreciated the support and advice that he gave me and he always found
a way to have fun, even in stressful times. My deepest sympathy to Barbara and his
loving family. Your Dad was loved and appreciated by many at the District!

Michelle Franco - March 24, 2020 at 10:46 PM

“

I never got to spend a lot of time around your dad and only got to spend time around
him when I stayed over with you. But I do fondly remember how compassionate and
nurturing he was. There was an essence in that house that was very calming and
homey to me being there and the reason it was so surreal to me was to see there
were dads like mine and dads like Charlie. I found comfort with the way he talked to
those he loved and cared for and the way he carried himself. I remember him always
asking us if we were hungry, bored, or if we were good and if we needed anything. I
know it's a parent thing to do but that's not normal in my family, so when he took the
time to tell me one day to ask me if I was doing ok at home and I could tell him
honestly if I wasn't that I could come to him anytime just to talk and he would pray
with me and for me made me cry. No one has ever done that for me. He didn't know
me, he didn't have to care, he could look the other way like most did. But Barbara
and Charlie were one of the few that showed me what compassion and love really
looks like. Vanessa is my best friend and being with her reminds me of the love and
caring hearts they passed on to her. Thank you Charlie, I will forever feel privileged
and grateful to have had the pleasure of meeting you and I will be forever be blessed
to see you in my best friend. I know your as proud of her as I am. Heaven gained a
wonderful soul.

Brittany - March 24, 2020 at 07:29 PM

“
“

Awe Brittany this is so sweet of you! I love you so much! What a great memory this is!
Vanessa Tonel - March 26, 2020 at 03:40 AM

Charlie was one of a kind. Getting to know the kids of Squaw Valley was a privilege to both
Charlie and myself. He loved the group!
Barbara - April 07, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

I can't say that I really knew Charlie but I did know his loyal and dedicated wife. The
one thing that always stood out was the way they loved each other. I haven't seen
many relationships with that kind of devotion and respect. I want to let Barbara know
that I will keep her in my prayers. They did everything together and I pray that she
can find some comfort in the quiet hours when she is alone...Im so sorry Barbara but
I know you will get through this; you are one of the strongest women Ive ever know.
May God keep you close and give you the strength to endure
Renee Chimenti

Renee Chimenti - March 24, 2020 at 12:41 AM

“

Renee, you are kind. Yes, we had a love of a lifetime. A truly fairytale marriage. And I am
missing him so much. Reality has not set in - it may never . . .
Barbara - April 07, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Thanks so much for the kind words, Renee. Yes, we did everything together. Life is very
difficult now - it is not getting easier with time as I thought it would. But again, that is the
price of loving someone as much as I loved Charlie.
Barbara - November 01, 2020 at 02:27 PM

“

Charlie was a very special man and It was a pleasure to work with him. I can't begin
to describe a man as special as Charlie. He loved God, his family, friends and life.
In 13 years, I saw Charlie lose his temper once and all I could do was laugh because
it was so unlike him.
I loved hearing about all the family escapades and animal adventures. I don't think
anyone at work knew me as well as Charlie did and we talked a lot. Just give us a
few minutes and we'd solve all the problems of the world!
Barbara and family, you have my deepest sympathy, caring and prayers. If there is
anything at all I can do to ease you pain, please let know.
Charlie is now with the God he loved so much....His friends are here on earth to love
and care for you and all the kids.

Marti Petuck - March 23, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

I met Charlie “Mr Hemphill” at church when his daughter Vanessa invited us to
church years ago. Sweet sweet sweet man! Very humble, soft spoken, Godly man.
You will truly be missed and never forgotten.

Elizabeth Case - March 22, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

1 file added to the album Charlie's Life

Barb Hemphill - March 21, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

“

My Dad is so handsome!!
Vanessa Tonel - March 21, 2020 at 10:54 PM

I have so many wonderful memories of Charlie opening his home and his heart to me
and all the other kids in Squaw Valley. He was constantly a source of guidance and
support for all of us. He always treated us all like we were his own, and he will be
deeply missed.
I think my favorite memory is when I stayed the night at the house and he and
Barbara took Vanessa and I to church, then to get food at a Mexican restaurant in
Reedley. He knew that my family didn't have much money, and encouraged me to
get whatever I wanted and gave me leftovers to take home. I will never forget his
thoughtfulness and generosity.

Cynthia Bewley - March 21, 2020 at 09:51 PM

“
“

“

Cynthia this means so much to me!! I love this memory that you have
Vanessa Tonel - March 21, 2020 at 10:53 PM

So very sorry for your loss, I will be praying for your family
diana hopkins fleck - March 22, 2020 at 04:21 AM
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Barb Hemphill - March 21, 2020 at 09:49 PM

“

It was such an honor to work with such a kind-hearted soul. You’ll be missed,
Charlie. Prayers for your family. – Vicki Caine

Vicki Caine - March 21, 2020 at 09:33 PM

