Courtney R. Smith
October 13, 1949 - May 22, 2017

Courtney Smith, a resident of Allyn, Washington, and beloved husband, father and
grandfather, passed away on May 22, 2017, with his family by his side. He died peacefully
after a courageous battle against lung cancer.
He was born on October 13, 1949, in Detroit, Michigan to the late Walter and Evelyn (nee
McNutt) Smith.
Courtney was a graduate of Cass Technical High School and received his MBA from
Central Michigan University. After college, he was a Respiratory Care Therapist at St.
Joe's Hospital in Mt. Clemens, Michigan, where he met his future wife, Deborah Coutts.
On August 10, 1979, they were united in marriage, and following they enjoyed a
memorable honeymoon in St. John, Virgin Islands.
In 1992, Courtney and his family moved to Virginia. Over the course of eighteen years, he
worked at Richmond Memorial Hospital, Shenandoah Memorial Hospital, Shenandoah
University and Premier Healthcare, where he cultivated many lifelong personal and
professional relationships.
In 2016, he retired from Premier and led an adventurous move across the country with
Deborah to Washington to be near his daughter, son-in-law and two beloved young
grandchildren. They moved to the golf community at Lakeland Village and relished their
roles as newly minted grandparents. A lifetime handyman, Courtney proudly fixed-up his
new home.
As a young man, Courtney enjoyed racing his Camaro on a local dirt track near Detroit.
Later in life, his favorite hobbies included golf and restoring his 1969 Corvette while
listening to Motown music. He was enthusiastic about his daughter’s athletic adventures,
coaching and supporting her throughout his lifetime. He was an avid sports fan, cheering
on University of Michigan football, Detroit Red Wings, Detroit Lions and Detroit Tigers. He
was a thoughtful and enthusiastic gift giver; he loved to surprise his family members with

unique and special presents.
Courtney and Deborah raised one daughter, Lindsay, who survives him, with husband
Nick Ferrer of Seattle. His enduring legacy carries onto the next generation of two
grandchildren, Ines and Mabel Ferrer. He will be missed by his brother Fielding Smith and
wife Dinah of Hamburg, Michigan, Randel Smith and wife Jill of Sterling Heights,
Michigan, and Loreen Hardyniec and husband Bruce of Hancock, Michigan, and many
nieces and nephews.
A Funeral Mass will be held at St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church in Port Orchard, Washington,
on Friday, June 2 at 11:00 am.
In lieu of flowers the family has requested that contributions be sent to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital, https://www.stjude.org/.
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Comments

“

I am saddened to read of Courtney's passing. I remember him fondly from working
with him at St. Joe's in the 80's. He was compassionate to patients and very willing to
teach us nurses the ways around the respiratory tubes and such. He had a quiet and
very classy demeanor about him. I am very sorry to hear of his untimely passing.
Marcy Klucznik

Marcy Klucznik - May 28, 2017 at 09:18 PM

“

Courtney was a great friend to me at work and off. A great supporter of the good in
people. R.I.P. Courtney!
Lee Pugh- Woodstock VA

Lee Pugh - May 27, 2017 at 06:55 PM

“

Courtney was my first supervisor at St. Joe's in 1979, and when he transferred to
dayshift in 1982, I succeeded him as afternoon shift supervisor. We shared a lot of
great discussions at mealtimes, supervisor meetings, etc. We were even teammates
on two infamous Sputum Bowl teams! Courtney had much of an impact upon my
career as a supervisor & respiratory therapist. Like Diane, I remember seeing him
race at the Mt. Clemens track & his happiness when he announced he was going to
be a father. I am so sorry for your family's loss.

Sharon Stawski - May 26, 2017 at 09:48 PM

“

Courtney was also my first supervisor. He was very professional, and took his job very
seriously. I recal he had a degree in communications. I remember he had us to his home
for an enjoyable gathering.
My condolences to his family and friends.
Ray Minjeur - May 26, 2017 at 10:20 PM

“

I remember working with Courtney at St. Joseph's. He was always a gentleman, kind and
gracious. My condolences to his family.
Janet Rozan - May 27, 2017 at 10:05 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear this! I worked with him at St. Joe's from 1980-1992. He was the
most conscientious supervisor and a great communicator. I have many good
memories. I watched him race his car on that circle track. My husband bought the
John Deere farm tractor from him. I remember the house in Mt. Clemens and the cat
with the mustache. I remember when Lindsay was born. I had just contacted him on
FB and was hoping we could meet up when he was in Michigan. I am heartbroken to
hear this news . . .

Diane DeClerck - May 26, 2017 at 08:06 PM

“

I am shocked and sad at Courtney's passing. I met him during my time at Premier
where he was both a friend and a mentor. I talked to Courtney after his retirement
and he was looking forward to spending time with his loved ones in Washington. I will
always cherish his wit, wisdom and dry sense of humor. My thoughts and prayers go
out to all his friends and loved ones.
Leon

Leon Golynsky - May 26, 2017 at 07:58 PM

“

One of my favorite memories of Courtney came during the fall, when he and Randy
shared a birthday. It was always near Halloween and Courtney enjoyed building a
haunted house in your barn. The kids had so much fun with the pumpkin patch and
the haunted house and riding the horses and riding the tractor with Uncle Court.
Looking back at old pictures brings back those memories. He made much fun for
everyone! ~Jill

Jill Smith - May 26, 2017 at 06:28 PM

