Donald Richard Clark
November 5, 1946 - April 18, 2017

Donald R. Clark passed away on April 18, 2017 at home in Port Orchard, Washington with
his wife by his side.
Don was born on November 5, 1946 to Lois Rodney Clark and Iotress Fielder in
Cleveland, Ohio. He was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Annie Frank "Lady"
Fielder, and his brother Palmer Fielder.
Don grew up in Cleveland, Ohio where he lived with his mother. He spent summers with
his extended family in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He graduated from East Tech High
School in 1963, then joined the U.S. Navy. His naval career spanned 24 years. He
traveled the world serving his country. When he retired from the Navy, he worked another
20 years for the Washington State Ferries, where he was well loved and described as "a
joy to be around." He met his wife Shannon in 2001 and continued to enjoy his travels with
her.
He is survived by his wife Shannon Clark, sons Aaron Clark of Cleveland, Ohio; Levi
Harshman, John Harshman, and Trevor Harshman of Washington State; granddaughter
Ava Thorne Harshman; brothers Otress (Ricky) Fielder of Cleveland, Ohio, and Ananias
Fielder of Chattanooga, Tennessee; cousin Johnny Clark and family; nieces Vickie, Pam,
Terri and Sherrae; nephew Anthony. He is lovingly remembered by his extended family of
Chattanooga, Tennessee (Owens).
A memorial service will be held on Saturday April 29, 2017 at 11 AM at Rill Chapel, 1151
Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA 98366.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Wounded Warrior Project or your choice of charity are
encouraged.

Events
APR
29

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

MAY
1

Graveside Service with Military Honors11:30AM
Tahoma National Cemetery
18600 SE 240th St, Kent, WA, US, 98042

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - April 29, 2017 at 02:56 PM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - April 28, 2017 at 06:41 PM

“

I served with Don on the Tang, 69-71, and have always had high regard and respect
for him. Over the last 46 years I have thought of him often and it would bring a smile
to my face. One memory I have of him is he was our Maneuvering Watch Helmsman.
Maneuvering Watch is set to safely get the boat in and out of a port and the best
person for a particular job is put there – in this case Don was our best helmsman. I
remember that they would pass the word to set the maneuvering watch and Don
would go to his rack and get a #10 can that had a loop of marlin attached to it. His
next stop was the Engine Room for a handful of rags then to the crew mess for a
tube of saltines and finally to the helm. Don would first take the loop of marlin and put
it over his head so that the can was on his chest and then put his headset on so that
he could hear the commands for the helm. As things progressed he would test the
helm as order and all was fine. The second the order was given to let go all lines
(holding us to the pier) and Don was given the orders to start backing away from the
pier he would get sick, wipe his face, eat a saltine and acknowledge the order; and
we were still at the pier in port. A day or so later he was fine, that is until the next
time we left a port. Don will be and is missed.

Dan Craw - August 04, 2017 at 10:05 AM

“

Don was a remarkable man. He brightened my day with humor and genuine affection
when he worked the Southworth ferry dock. After he retired I was happy to still see
him sometimes and chat. I will truly miss him.
... Sam Weis

Sam Weis - April 28, 2017 at 06:20 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Donald Richard Clark.

April 27, 2017 at 04:54 PM

“

I'm Bobbi Owens. I live in Los Angeles. Our family always seemed to have created
our fondest memories sitting on my Aunt Mattie drinking sweet tea. We were all
excited when Donnie came to Chattanooga because he had traveled the world. I
knew his mother, Lois Clark well. I loved to hear her stories of life in New York with
her husband. She lit up with pride whenever she talked about her son. Donnie. He
was a good son. May he rest in peace

Bobbi Owens - April 25, 2017 at 08:11 PM

“

I'm Theresa Owens-Young, Donnie's cousin and I live in Chattanooga. My memory of
Donnie is that all our birthdays is in November; we used to say we would celebrate together
after our 60th birthday. He would come to Chattanooga in November or December and take
all of us to dinner.He will be missed by our family. I know he is in a better place.
Theresa - April 26, 2017 at 04:36 PM

“

I always thought Donnie was the perfectly dressed sailor. My most vivid memory is
when he was in service and visited Chattanooga, he was so well polished in his all
white Navy attire, perfect posture, the most confident walk, and also a head full of
beautiful curly black hair. We were always so happy to see him. He would sometimes
sit on the porch with Aunt Mattie and Ollie Patton and share life stories and travels.
Whenever he visited Chattanooga, he would contact me and/or my sisters and make
plans to get together at my house or dinner. My condolences to his wife Shannon, his
kids, siblings, and other family members. May God's blessings shine upon you.
Daphine (Owens) McClurkin
Chattanooga, TN

Daphine (Owens) McClurkin - April 25, 2017 at 02:52 PM

