Eileen Norma Miller
October 7, 1929 - January 20, 2018

Eileen Norma Miller was born October 7, 1929 to Nels and Ida (Hansen) Jonsen in
Seattle. After a long battle with cancer she passed away on January 20, 2018 in
Southworth where she had been fiercely proud to live all her 88 years. She attended
Harper Grade School, graduated from South Kitsap High School in 1947 and studied at
the University of Washington. She married Harvey Miller on May 6, 1951. She is survived
by husband Harvey, brother Gordon (Barbara) Jonsen of Seattle, daughters Kris (Craig)
Tompkins of Tahuya, Michelle (Gary) Meyer of Redlands, CA and Jana (Raed) Fahmy of
Gig Harbor, grandchildren Kurt, Karly Nicole, Kelsey, and Kyle Meyer, Andrea, Jared, and
Daren Fahmy and step-grandchildren Tammy (Gary) Forman and Travis Tompkins and
four great-grandchildren.
Raised in a community of Norwegian family/friends, Eileen passionately embraced this
heritage. Her infectious enthusiasm for her Nordic roots inspired and sometimes amused
all who knew her. With the sea in her blood, exploring Northwest waterways on their boats
was the realization of a life dream.
She had a colorful resume with an employment history beginning at the Seattle Sears,
assisting a buyer, followed by a period of several years devoted to homemaking and
raising her daughters interspersed with cooking at Sunset Lake Summer Camp. While
Eileen’s Viking strength stood her in good stead during a brief stint at a pre-cast yard
working with marble and concrete, she finally found a fit for her talents in the Treasury
Department of the Seventh-Day Adventist Conference Headquarters, where she remained
until her retirement.
A consummate hostess, Eileen was ever at home in the kitchen. She truly loved feeding
people, constantly perusing cookbooks and magazines for new recipes. Many will
remember her as an extraordinary cook who could always be counted on to provide an
array of fabulous fare in vast quantities.
A lifelong prankster, Eileen’s practical jokes confused, infuriated and/or amused her

targets. The tales of her exploits were often told to appreciative chortles from the hearers
or gasps of surprise from her grandchildren. For decades raucous rounds of Rook and
other games were enjoyed locally on a Saturday night. In later years she and Harvey, as
part of a faith based group of friends, traveled to many exotic destinations sharing memory
making adventures. Her favorite location, however, was her Southworth beach, rich in
childhood memories. She was an avid quilter, enjoyed gardening, tole painting and other
crafts, also reading and solving crossword and logic puzzles.
Eileen’s world revolved around her family and the SDA church of which she was a
member for over 80 years. She typically put the needs of others ahead of her own, her
fight to live on fueled by concern for how Harvey would cope without her. Eileen always
remained a central part of her daughters’ lives. She had a deep and unique bond with
each of her grandchildren sharing various activities and running jokes. Stubborn and
staunch, generous and genial, loyal and loving, she will be deeply missed by her close knit
family and the many friends with whom she shared her zest for life.
Never wanting to inconvenience anyone, she was adamant that no service be held.
Remembrances may be made to the Maranatha Volunteers International, 990 Reserve
Dr., Suite 100, Roseville, CA 95678-1387 or www.maranatha.org.

Comments

“

I first met Eileen when we rode the school bus from Southworth/Harper to South
Kitsap High School. We both went to the Harper SDA church and shared many
friends.
For years we kept in touch but I moved back East to Berrien Springs, Michigan and
so correspondence fell by the wayside although I did come out to visit relatives one
time and stayed with Eileen and Harvey for a few days.Those few days were filled
with laughter and how I missed her after I returned home.
She meant so much to me that I named my only daughter after her. That daughter
went to Auburn Academy and Eileen met me there a couple of times. We passed
each other one summer when I was going to Gig Harbor for my family reunion. She
heard I was going to be there so she drove down but I had a small accident with my
RV and missed her. I didn't mind missing the reunion but hated that I missed seeing
Eileen.
I have lived in Canada and taught school here for 25 years. About a year ago Harvey
and Eileen called me and we had a long talk. It was so wonderful to hear from them
and it took me a couple of days to come down off Cloud Nine.
There is so much I could write that would keep you readers in stitches but I am 87
years now and don't have the patience to write a book. But the memories are still
there.
I also love to entertain and have cooked for many church groups; Eileen was my
inspiration and I still make her green rice casserole and other dishes.
Until I meet you again, face to face, Eileen, farewell for now.
Love,
Anne (Lancey, Justinen)

Anne L Justinen - May 06, 2018 at 01:37 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Jana Fahmy - February 03, 2018 at 02:44 AM

“

Eileen and Harvey welcomed our family from Southern California to visit their home
in Port Orchard, WA circa 1960. Dad (who is Harvey's cousin), mom, my three
siblings and I all enjoyed a most memorable childhood vacation. I think we stayed a
week. Eeeeks.
Even as a child, I recognized Eileen as an exceptionally gracious hostess!!

Judy Miller-Ramirez - January 29, 2018 at 11:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Judy Miller-Ramirez - January 29, 2018 at 10:34 PM

“

Eileen was always very kind whenever I visited. Will miss her. -- Bruce Miller, Seattle

Bruce Miller - January 29, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Jana Fahmy - January 29, 2018 at 06:42 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - January 29, 2018 at 01:56 PM

