Gary Allan Tomasch
January 31, 1950 - November 8, 2019

Dearly loved husband, father, sibling and friend; Gary Tomasch went home to be with his
Lord and Savior November 8, 2019. Gary was born January 31st, 1950 in Cleveland, OH.
He attended Lakes High School in Tacoma WA, and then went on to graduate from
Washington State University—his beloved Cougars. Gary was a dedicated educator,
teaching at Cedar Heights Junior High until his retirement in 2003. After retiring, he stayed
an additional few years to assist in security. Although he seemed unaware of the measure
of his talent, he was an incredible artist in many mediums—painting, pottery, and
woodworking to name a few. Most importantly, he was a man who loved his family and
friends very, very much. He began dating the love of his life, Liz, in junior high school.
They remained together, marrying and settling in Port Orchard, WA where they raised their
family. They were married for 48 years. Gary was deservedly proud of his boys, Adam and
Aaron. When he wasn't happily driving his Mustang GT, he was barbecuing for family and
friends.

Gary is survived by his loving wife Liz Tomasch (von Holt); his sons Adam (Val) and Aaron
(Tavia); his father John (aka Jack); his brothers Dale (Mardelle), Keith (Stacey) and Kevin
(Michelle); 6 beautiful grandchildren Kendal, Kimber, Gage, Steele, Scarlet and Sierra;
brother-in-law David von Holt (Gayle) and sister-in-law Julie von Holt. Gary was preceded
in death by his mother Audrey Tomasch. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in
support of the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, website
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/donate/. It is the wish of the family that you make note
of the help line number, 1-800-273-8255.
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Christ The Rock Community Church
4100 SW Old Clifton Road, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98367

Comments

“

Mr T. it was a pleasure and honor to know you and spent the time at cispus. Thank
you for being kind and full of love for all. Prayers to ms t and family.

John Bowman Jr. - June 12, 2020 at 05:41 AM

“

Deanna Currier Cain lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Deanna Currier Cain - January 07, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

Andrea Sandstrom lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Andrea sandstrom - January 05, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

I have many great memories of Gary from back when we were starting our teaching
careers at Cedar Heights. He was a big part of the activity-centered approach that
our staff tried to establish at the school. I always enjoyed Gary's quiet sense of
humor and good heart, and I truly respected his kind, nurturing approach to students.
His smile could light up any classroom. Gary and I coached a little baseball together
and cut more than a few cord of firewood together, and it was just fun to be around
him no matter the situation. Over the course of what must have been nearly 4
decades, Gary provided conscientious service to the students and families of the
South Kitsap School District in a variety of capacities. God bless him for all the good
things he accomplished in our community. My thoughts and prayers go out to Liz and
the boys. - Tom Juvik

Tom Juvik - January 05, 2020 at 06:59 PM

“

Very well said mr juvik. I enjoyed mr t very much. Great personality, caring and bright. Liz
was my pre school teacher. Prayers for the family and hat off to you mr juvik for the great
memoir. John b.
John - June 12, 2020 at 05:31 AM

“

Rita Reandeau lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Rita Reandeau - December 03, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

Our dear friend Gary will be missed, the good times (which there were many), the
passionate adjectives in the description of tasting wine, eating food or telling a story
can never be replaced.
Love and hugs to Liz, the family and friends!
Ron & Tina Flaherty

Ron Flaherty - November 28, 2019 at 11:05 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Lynne - November 28, 2019 at 12:14 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Brad - November 27, 2019 at 10:46 PM

“

A memorable week fishing Alaska. The Lakes High gang.
Brad - November 27, 2019 at 10:53 PM

“

Clancy & Mary Oconnor lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Clancy & Mary Oconnor - November 25, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

Becky Boltz-Rencowski lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Becky Boltz-Rencowski - November 24, 2019 at 01:17 AM

“

“

Prayers for Liz and the family.
Becky - November 24, 2019 at 01:19 AM

Kyle & Susan Witt lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Kyle & Susan Witt - November 22, 2019 at 08:11 PM

“

Mr. Tomasch was one of my favorite and inspiring teachers. He had such a wonderful
heart and soul! He always knew just what to say and always knew his students!! I
was in his class at Cedar Heights in the mid 70’s, and he always remembered me
when I would see him around town, probably due to all the shenanigans we did in
class!! I remember when I went to a parent teacher conference with my children and
Mr Tomasch saw me...he said” Oh no..you gave birth! His smile and laugh was so
contagious, such a wonderful person! RIp Mr. Tomasch..you will be missed. Prayers
for your family. Stacy (Greenwalt) Alexander

stacy Alexander - November 22, 2019 at 06:37 PM

“

A fairly new friend who shared his love of Red Mustangs - Red Mustang Registry
Member 8716! I will greatly miss Gary and his participation at the local car shows.
Our love prayers to Liz and the family.

Doug Hartzell - November 21, 2019 at 08:13 PM

“

I would like to convey my deepest sympathy to Liz and the Tomasch family. Gary was
my next door neighbor beginning in junior high school. He and Dale were like
brothers to to me. Gary had a special zest for life. We shared many adventures in our
teenage years. Although we rarely saw each other following our years at WSU, the
friendship that we fostered never wavered over the years. I am saddened at his
passing; I have lost a very special friend.
Jeff Nickerl

Jeff Nickerl - November 21, 2019 at 01:39 AM

“

Tim Powell lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Tim Powell - November 21, 2019 at 01:16 AM

“

I knew you only a little but had a profound connection with you. Thank you for
donating this beautiful painting we have in our house. You are forever in our hearts,
Rest In Peace Gary, we will grieve your leaving us so soon.
Tim Powell

Tim Powell - November 21, 2019 at 01:14 AM

“

Chris Bayley lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Chris Bayley - November 20, 2019 at 10:06 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Beth Roberts Hedrick - November 20, 2019 at 09:29 PM

“

“

Sturgis
Beth - November 20, 2019 at 09:30 PM

Bonnie And Rex Dempewolf lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Bonnie And Rex Dempewolf - November 20, 2019 at 07:59 PM

“

“

Our deepest sympathies to the whole family.
Bonnie And Rex Dempewolf - November 20, 2019 at 08:02 PM

We will always remember our Harley riding days with you! Always in our hearts
Praying for Liz and family.

Beth Roberts Hedrick - November 20, 2019 at 11:04 AM

“

Gayle Von Holt lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Gayle Von Holt - November 20, 2019 at 12:07 AM

“

Madeleine lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Madeleine - November 19, 2019 at 09:57 PM

“

Kathy Nelson Higgins lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Kathy Nelson Higgins - November 19, 2019 at 09:38 PM

“

Dana Grant lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Dana Grant - November 19, 2019 at 08:26 PM

“

As a student of Mr. Tomasch at Cedar Heights, I had some amazing, crazy, memorable and
wonderful adventures. Of course, it was all educational. But more importantly, it was
inspiring and made my educational journey truly enjoyable. He was supportive and always
seemed to understand me. On more than one occasion, he came to my rescue because
even at that age, I was all about taking action and asking to be forgiven later. The list of
great moments is playing in my head like a favorite movie-the old dark room, discovering I
really wasn't an artist, learning to share ideas, working on layouts for the yearbook....one of
the most powerful is when he sought me out after a particularly devastating experience. His
words, his encouragement, his sense of truth-it really, really helped me. I wish every junior
high school student could have someone like him in their life. Sorry for your loss....
Dana Grant - November 19, 2019 at 08:32 PM

“

Carrie Price Lecompte lit a candle in memory of Gary Allan Tomasch

Carrie Price Lecompte - November 19, 2019 at 08:05 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. I had Mr. Tomasch for a teacher year's ago and always enjoyed
his class..what a sweet kind man he was. Thought's and prayers to his family.
Carrie Price Lecompte - November 19, 2019 at 08:07 PM

“

Mr. Tomasch, you will be missed. I remember being in his art class. Making rings, pottery
and art work. Mr. Tomasch was always there to be an encouragement in whatever I was
making. He is one of my favorite teachers that I will always remember with fond memories.
he always pushed me to think of my future, wonderful teacher and mentor. RIP Mr.
Tomasch.... much love and prayers to his family......
Kathy Nelson Higgins - November 19, 2019 at 09:37 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of Gary’s family. We always enjoyed visiting with Gary
at the MW socials. What a loss to the family and community. Hugs to you, Liz.
Grant and Karen Plummer - November 20, 2019 at 01:35 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I was a student of Mr. Tomasch at Cedar Heights. I have nothing
but fond memories of him. Sending prayers to his family at this difficult time.
Kim Newland Carr - November 21, 2019 at 06:37 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go to Liz and family at this difficult time. We have so many
wonderful memories of having fun with Liz and Gary. Especially the time Bob and Gary
went fishing and Gary caught a 30 pound King! Gary and Liz hosted a great party when this
big fish was barbecued! Bob loved having your boys on his Little League team, Go Eastern
and Wiley’s Body Shop! Love, Adele and Bob Fisher
Adele and Bob Fisher - November 24, 2019 at 04:37 PM

“

Liz and family, I always enjoyed crossing paths with you and Gary, catching up and hearing
about our growing families. Skiing a few times at Big While with the Port Orchard regulars.
Enjoyed reading the stories above of Gary's connection to his students that all good
teachers strive to achieve. So sorry for your loss. Gary/Wazzu, Go Cougs!
Dale and Terri Lyman - November 27, 2019 at 10:26 PM

