Gary Leigh Wernet
May 30, 1943 - June 10, 2018

Gary Leigh Wernet age 75, passed away on June 10, 2018. Gary called Kitsap County
home for most of his life. He was born in Mason City, Iowa May 30, 1943 to Leonard and
Leona Wernet.
Gary moved his young family from Iowa to Washington in 1967. He worked for Boeing
until starting his career in public service as a Patrol Officer for the Seattle Police
Department in 1968. He continued his Law Enforcement career as a Deputy with the
Kitsap County Sheriff’s Department and as the Police Chief at the Klallam Nation
Reservation until 1979. After a distinguished period in Law Enforcement, Gary changed
careers and was hired by the Port Orchard Fire Department where he served as the Fire
Marshall and Assistant Chief. He later retired as a Battalion Chief from South Kitsap Fire &
Rescue in 2005.
Gary spent 37 plus years serving the community in both Law Enforcement and the Fire
Service. During that time, he was also very involved in other community activities. He was
a First Aid and CPR instructor, instructing over 5000 people in life saving techniques. Gary
also started the Port Orchard ‘Safety Fair’ and ‘Shop with a Firefighter’ program.
He was a proud father and mentor to many young firefighters. He also enjoyed working on
cars and always having a Mopar or two around the house. He was an avid gun collector,
enjoyed Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash music, and after retirement, spent most of his
time going to garage sales and auctions collecting western memorabilia.
Gary is survived by his brothers Don and Jim, his sister Marlys, his sons Mike and Todd
and daughter Mardell. He also had numerous step children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
A Memorial Service and Celebration of Life will be held July 19, 2018 at 2pm, at Rill
Chapel in Port Orchard. In honor of Gary’s ongoing commitment to helping others, in lieu
of flowers, please donate to a charity of your choice. A tribute wall is available at

www.rill.com

Cemetery

Events

Sunset Lane Memorial Park JUL
1000 Bethel
Port Orchard, WA, 98366
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Celebration of Life & Reception

02:00PM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

I joined the Port Orchard Volunteer Fire Department in 1984. My first structure fire
was toned out for a fire in a basement at home near the corner of Division and
Sidney. When I got there I found Gary in charge - there were only four of us besides
Gary. I was of course anxious, nervous and over-zealous. Smoke was coming out
the window of room in the basement. At the time I thought it was a tremendous
amount of smoke and thought surely it was a raging inferno. I packed up and Gary
had me outside the door behind two guys that wee going into the basement door
shagging hose. Before he let me do anything Gary checked me over - I had both
boots on the correct feet, everything was buttoned up, mask worked and I still
remember the instructions he gave me - "Stand right here and feed them the hose
lie". The other two opened the door and went in. I fd them hose. Boy did I feed them
hose.
The fire turned out to be a rubber backed rug in the dryer. It was a dryer fire in a
small basement laundry room maybe 100 square feet. There was a washer, dryer, a
firefighter and a half - and at least 50 feet of charged inch-and-a-half on top of them
that I crammed in on top of them. Perhaps I was trying to smother the fire. I
remember - and I swear to this day I heard the firefighters say, more hose. In
actuality they were saying no more hose. My mask was fogged and I couldn't see a
thing as somehow I had turned my regulator from pressure (as Gary had checked it)
to demand. Gary saved the firefighter from being burried in hose by simply putting a
hand on my shoulder and saying "Stop doing that". We all had a good laugh later.
I've had a lot of opportunity to teach other new recruits since that time and I always
remember that day and the lesson Gary taught me. He could have chewed me out but instead chose kindness and later shared the humor of the incident with me with
his infectious laugh. And, almost thirty five years later I am still in the business.
I will miss you Fire Marshal. Until we meet again.
David Lynam

David Lynam - July 19, 2018 at 12:43 PM

“

Gary, Jan & boys moved across the street from us in the early 70's. For my 13th
birthday, he and my uncle Fred led my slumber party of 4 on a "snipe" hunt down
Horstman road to the VA graveyard and left us there!!! I babysat the boys once in a
while...I have many more memories growing up. Funny stories of his shenanigans.
Water fights, tag games, and lots of laughs...I also remember Eileen Ciaramella
coming to visit.. He was a wonderful man. Kathy Watson Cloninger

Kathy Watson Cloninger - July 17, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Gary treated me like a man when I was just a boy. At times he should have just given
up on me but, he never did. When I listen to the sweet rumble of a mopar 440 I will
know that there is an angel in heaven listening along with me. Thank you Gary for
helping mold me into the man I am today.

Dana Lynam - June 24, 2018 at 12:33 AM

“

“

I would love to have a Belvedere like his.
David Lynam - July 19, 2018 at 12:45 PM

I remember the day he called asking for my mom in marriage. I laugh thinking about
that day. I miss him and my mom so much. Gary never had much to say on the
phone but boy he had a mouthful in person. I love his sense of humor.

Christina reisher - June 23, 2018 at 01:43 PM

“

Gary was the best brother I could have ever asked for. He bought me my first car, my
first gun, taught me how to work on cars and I always knew I had a safe place to go
during my younger years. Even though we lived many miles apart, we always had a
good laugh whether it was on the phone or in person. Mike, Todd and Mardell, he
loved you very much and was very proud of the accomplishments of you and your
families. We were very proud to be a part of his life. He was very much loved and will
never be forgotten. Love you all, Uncle Don and Aunt Donna.

Don Wernet - June 22, 2018 at 10:02 PM

