George William Larson
February 2, 1941 - October 23, 2018

The Reverend George William Larson was born in Volga, South Dakota on February 2,
1941 to Earl and Marie Larson. He was baptized at Sinai Lutheran Church. George died in
his home and into the promise of Everlasting Life at the age of seventy-seven, on
Tuesday, October 23, 2018 surrounded by his family and the love of God.
George moved from South Dakota with his family to Anacortes, WA in 1951. After
graduating from Anacortes High School, George attended the Lutheran Bible Institute in
Seattle, WA and then subsequently Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, WA. While
attending LBI, he met the love of his life, Norma Jean Stenersen. As an upper-classman at
PLU, George married “his bride,” on August 18, 1963. Following his graduation from PLU
in May of 1965, George answered God’s call to enter seminary, and together with Norma,
moved to St. Paul, MN and began his post graduate theological education at Luther
Seminary. Not long after the move to Minnesota, the family grew with four children, Steve,
Elizabeth, Eric, and Sonja . Upon graduation from seminary, George, was called to the
yoked parishes of Trondhjem, Zion and Volin Lutheran Churches in South Dakota for 3
years. George’s second call to ministry moved his family to Mitchell, South Dakota where
he served First Lutheran Church for over seven years. During his time at First Lutheran,
George’s passion for Native American Ministries blossomed, as well as, his heart for
evangelical outreach and mission development. Again, following God’s call for his life,
George and his family moved to Puyallup, WA. There George served as the Mission
Developer and Founding Pastor of Celebration Lutheran Church for 10 years. Deeply
inspired by sharing God’s love with unchurched populations in the Pacific Northwest;
George was then called as a Mission Developer to South Kitsap County, WA. On
Christmas Eve 1991, George began building the foundation for Spirit of Life Lutheran
Church, which he shepherded, served and retired from after 15 years.
While George’s entire ministry was devoted to growing God’s church; his passion was
encouraging others not to “just attend church,” but to “actually TAKE church” wherever
they went in their daily lives. Not only did George preach this idea, he practiced it in every
aspect of his faith in life. The evidence of George’s commitment to a public faith left its

mark on each community he served. Notably, George began Good Friday
Interdenominational Community Crosswalks in the communities of Puyallup and Port
Orchard, which continue to this day, as well as, the practice of prayer vigils at sites of
violence in Kitsap County. George’s passion for the wellbeing of children and youth
extended far beyond the walls of the congregations he served. Most recently, he was
instrumental in the creation of the South Kitsap High School Rowing Team. Lastly,
George’s commitment to justice was seen in all aspects of his ministry and life. In his
retirement, he served as an advocate and leader of the Southwestern Washington Synod
of the ELCA’s Native American Task Force.
George left a lasting impact on all the people and communities he touched. He was
preceded in death by his parents and daughter Elizabeth. He is survived by his wife
Norma, brother Stephen and wife Nan, sister Margaret and husband Dave Hood, sons
Steven and Eric and daughter Sonja, son-in-law Dredrick Irving, five grandchildren Asia,
Kyrie and London Irving, Emily and Chloe Larson one great granddaughter Azurie Irving
and many nieces and nephews.
George’s legacy is seen in many places and faces of those he served. The family has
asked that any memorials be given in George’s name to one of his focused organizations.
Luther Seminary, Pacific Lutheran University (Go Lutes!), or the Southwestern Washington
Synod Native American Task Force.
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Comments

“

To the family and friends of George and Norma Larson,
On behalf of George's Luther Seminary Class of 1969, we send our sympathy and
celebration of George's life and ministry.
The two photos we have posted are from two of our biennial Seminary Class
Gatherings. The photo on the left is our 2014 Gathering at Mt. Carmel Retreat Center
in Alexandria, MN. George is in the back and Norma is center right.
The photo on the right is from our 2009 Gathering at Redemptorist Center in Tucson,
AZ. George and Norma are in the back right.
May God's promise of new life grace us, each and everyonel.
Andy (photographer) and Joan Boe Amery, WI
Tom (coordinator) and Becky von Fischer, Minneapolis, MN

Tom von Fischer - November 10, 2018 at 10:29 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Luther Seminary Class '69 Reunion - November 10, 2018 at 08:44 AM

“

Norma , Steve and the rest of the family. I met Pastor George when my best friend
Peggy Lankford went to work as the director of Little Doves and later I was employed
there as well. Pastor George was such a loving and amazing man, I loved spending
time talking with him and getting to know him. Our last name is Larson and when we
would see him out in public he would always say to my husband "Hey, there is my
rich cousin!" We certainly are far from rich, but I must say our LIVES were MUCH
richer by knowing him ! I worked at little Doves for 14 years and loved watching him
interact with our children, he loved them and they LOVED him! I was so sad to see
him retired from SOL, When Peggy died, he was such an amazing help to me,
helping me through her sickness and then her death. He was always there for a
smile, a hug and a prayer! Heaven has gained an amazing angel, He may be gone
but will NEVER be forgotten!! Praying for the whole family during this time of loss!

Cheryl A Larson - November 05, 2018 at 07:40 PM

“

We can't think of Pastor George Larson without thinking of his wife Norma..joined at the hip
since they met at PLU. George welcomed Chuck and I into the Spirit of Life Community. A
church built on love of God and acceptance of all. He brought the love and spirit of little

doves into my life when he saw I needed it, and it me. I cherish those times. Norma had
continual patience with me learning to play the bells. During my illness he was there for
Chuck, to comfort and hold him, he visited me often during thst year and a half.
Encouraged me with his love of Jesus, brought me communion at home. Years have past,
but his love to serve others has always been in our hearts..he has risen, no more pain or
struggle. May. You Norma and family feel his arms around you always. Molly & Chuck
Williams
Molly & Chuck Williams - November 09, 2018 at 11:04 PM

