Gladys Martinez
January 9, 1935 - February 25, 2016

Gladys was born January 9, 1935 Callista County, Kentucky to Luther and Mary (Gibbs)
Rice, Sr. She was the 5th child of 9.
Gladys was the quintessential mom and grandma who loved her family and being around
family events. She was very full of life and had the ability to turn things into much more fun
than what they started as. She enjoyed cooking for family events, which she would try to
make happen at least once a month and everyone loved it when she made her banana
pudding. She was also famous for her spaghetti. Family dinners were important to her
whether it meant trips to Old Country Buffet, and for birthdays some of the grandkids got
to choose whether they got a new outfit or went to Sizzlers. Camping trips were big on her
list too and they turned into great gatherings and a lot of fun because of mom.
There were too many stories of her life that she would have called favorites, but of the
things in her life that she would be quick to list among her accomplishments, she would
tell you her children were number one among the things she was proud of. Next on the list
may well have been the jackpots she won from gaming and of course there was her pig
collection. She had an opinion and generally speaking was not afraid to share it, but then
there was that one certain smile she could give that let you know you had crossed the line.
She truly enjoyed gaming and taking time to do what gambling she did, would always
bring the greatest smile to her face, probably because she knew how to hit the jackpots
now and then. She also enjoyed calling people just to chat and see how they were doing.
She liked making magnets as gifts and collecting pigs as well.
On February 25, 2016, she went back into the hands of our loving and merciful God.
Gladys was preceded in death by her son Michael Wayne Grubb; brothers Joseph, Luther,
and Leroy; and sisters Nell, Billy Jean and RuthAnn.
She is survived by her loving husband of 51 years Crespin Martinez of Port Orchard,
daughters Jonda Smith (Smitty) of Lakebay, WA, Susan Duck (Eric) of Bremerton, Tonya

Martinez-Eberhart (Bill) of Port Orchard, and Connie Arthur (Ed) of Ashland, Kentucky;
sons Chris ‘Rico’ Martinez (Nicole) of Port Orchard, Russell ‘Woody’ Grubb of Greenup,
Kentucky, and Timothy Grubb (Roisa) of Kenton, Ohio; sisters Josephine Stapleton of
West Virginia, Betty Scaggs of Michigan and sister-in-law Mary Rice of Portsmouth, Ohio
as well as numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren, a great-great-grandchild,
numerous nieces and nephews and many other dear friends and loved ones too
numerous to count.
Mom had a special and unique relationship with each and every person in her life. Those
relationships are what made mom multifaceted and shining like a diamond.
Quote from son Rico Martinez, We grieve not for those that have passed on, but for those
that have to continue living without them.

Events
MAR
1

Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - March 01, 2016 at 05:54 PM

“
“

Beautiful. Thanks for sharing and letting me see her illuminating smile! Will miss you MA!
Jessica - March 01, 2016 at 06:29 PM

IT WAS A NICE AND SPECIAL VIDEO GOD BLESS THE FAMILY MY PRAYERS AND
THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU
VICKIE ADKINS - March 02, 2016 at 12:48 AM

“

7 files added to the album New Album Name

Rheta Dufresne - March 03, 2016 at 09:42 PM

“

Rheta Dufresne is following this tribute.

Rheta Dufresne - March 03, 2016 at 09:40 PM

“

3 files added to the album New Album Name

Rheta Dufresne (niece) - March 03, 2016 at 08:07 PM

“

I will always remember "mom", knowing someone for 33 years tends to leave an
indelible mark on your heart. She was always kind and welcoming, making me feel at
home whenever I was at their house. Growing up best friends with her daughter she
was like a second mom to me ~ especially when I would rather be there than at my
own house. I remember her voice, her laugh, her smile. I will never forget the way
she embraced people and life. Even after we "grew up" and became adults,
whenever I would run into her at Costco or see her at bingo her smile would light up
the distance between us. Gladys, you will never be forgotten, your name is on our
lips and the memories we share of you are forever in our hearts!

Michelle Hall - March 02, 2016 at 09:28 PM

“

Gladys was an amazing woman and was truely a one of a kind woman. I always
loved seeing her and talking with her! She will be missed deeply.

Amanda Stevens - March 02, 2016 at 05:38 PM

“

Gladys was a one of a kind lady. She could light up a room where ever she went.
Only knowing her for the last 8 years abouts, was truly a gift. Her and Crisp used to
come in to my work all the time. They both were a large part of a happy day for me,
never seeing her bright warming smile again is heart breaking, but to know that she
is at peace makes it all better. My heart goes out to the family. But just to know her
was an honor and a privilege. May she rest in peace.

Caroline Bergman - March 01, 2016 at 02:55 PM

“

im so sorry to hear about my aunt gladys i will miss her i send my prays to the family
RIP aunt gladys

melissa gehringer - March 01, 2016 at 01:33 PM

“

I felt so bad when I heard About Gladys, I cried off and on all day, Im still bummed.
She was so sweet...She was a friend of my Mom Geneva Ives after my Mom passed
we were friends. I'll never forget you Missy. I wish I could have been there with the
friends an family.
May you be dancing in the sky with my Momma.
Lov 4 ever n ever
Deb Ives DeCoteau

Debbie - March 01, 2016 at 12:28 PM

“

Gladys was always smiling and happy, met her when Chris and Nicci moved in
across the street. She was and is a Wonderful Woman.

Kimmie and Greg Lancaster - March 01, 2016 at 11:02 AM

“

Gladys was always so sweet to me and everyone. She "adopted" me not too long
after meeting me. It was like adding another grandmother to my family. Her and Papa
were one of the only ones to show up to my son's first birthday at the casino. She
cared so much about everyone. She'll always have a place in my heart.

jessica wheeler - March 01, 2016 at 10:33 AM

“

Gladys will be greatly missed!! She was always so happy and cheerful every time I
would see her at the casino. My thoughts and prayers for strength to the family.

Debbie Purser - March 01, 2016 at 10:31 AM

“

I saw Glades about once a week at my work. She always had a smile and kind words
for whoever stopped to say hello to her. I'm going to miss her.

Angel Stewart - March 01, 2016 at 05:29 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I want to send a huge hug to Crespin. I first met Gladys
and Crespin back in 2001 when moved from Iowa to Bremerton because of the
military. The very 1st time I saw Gladys she always had a smile on her face to warm
your heart. I always referred to her as "Ma" and Crespin as "Pa". They were my
adoptive parents while I lived there. Never would I imagine how much I would grow to
love them. Seeing her everytime she came to the Clearwater made my night. We
kept in touch after I moved away. She kept tabs on me as if I was her child. I love
them both dearly and will truly miss her phone calls and her laughter. I love you!

Jessica Roldan - March 01, 2016 at 01:35 AM

“

Gladys was like a second grandma to me. She was so loving and full of happiness.
Even in her pain she was always smiling. One night she and I were roommates at the
hospital in Gig Harbor. I was so sick but I was more worried about why she was
there. She touched so many lives. Mama you will never be forgotten. Rest in
paradise. You did good in this life, I have no doubt you will be an angel in the next. I
love you.

Irene Graves - March 01, 2016 at 01:30 AM

“
“

i will miss her she was my aunt rip gladys
lisa short gehringer - March 01, 2016 at 06:51 AM

We were all Blessed to have known Her. A Beautiful Human Being, indeed. Good bye,
Sweet Glady... You will be missed greatly. x
Catherine - March 01, 2016 at 03:30 PM

“

Wonderful lady. We are so sorry for your lose. God Bless Lorin and Terrie Blank
Terrie Blank - March 02, 2016 at 06:25 PM

