James Francis Smith
January 3, 1930 - January 10, 2020

James F. Smith, 90, passed away January 10, 2020 in Melbourne, Florida. He was born
January 3, 1930 in Saint Catharines Ontario, Canada to James P. Smith and Mary (Huke)
Smith Donnelly. Shortly after his birth his mother moved back with family where he was
raised in Brooklyn, New York. His childhood home in Brooklyn was situated above a
butcher shop on Flatbush Avenue, filled with the love of his Parents, Grandparents, and
many Aunts and Uncles who immigrated from Ireland and Scotland. He often told stories
of his beloved Aunt Nell and Grandmother Mary and the Irish jigs she would have him
dance with her.
When he was 17, he moved to Miami, Florida where he made furniture until joining the
Army in 1952 as a paratrooper for two years.
After the Army In 1960 Jim joined the United States Navy in which he served for 20 years,
stationed in several places and serving aboard the aircraft carrier the USS Forrestal.
While stationed in San Francisco, California in the late 60’s he met the love of his life of 40
years Diane M. (Dunlap) Smith. They were married in Corpus Christi, Texas in 1968 and
she preceded him in death in 2008. One of his greatest achievements was making Chief
and he took great pride throughout his Naval career before retiring in 1979. Moving that
same year to Silverdale, Washington he then went to work for both NOAA and later Naval
Submarine Base Bangor retiring from civil service work in 1992.
Jim had a great sense of humor and loved to tease, he enjoyed to barbeque with family
and friends, hunt, wood work, listen to music, cheering The Fighting Irish Notre Dame
Football team and most of all golf. When asked what his favorite place was, he said “any
golf course”.
He was most proud of his three daughters who he is survived by, Ellen (Terry) Smith of
Pembroke Pines, FL, Beth Harris of Melbourne, FL and Cathy (Bart) Warrington of Port
Orchard, WA., who love and will miss him “MORE” than words can ever say.

“Death leaves a heartache no one can heal; Love leaves a memory no one can steal.”
Funeral will be held January 22, 2020 beginning with a Rosary at 10:30 followed by a
Funeral Mass at 11:00 held at Star of the Sea Catholic Church, 500 Veneta Avenue,
Bremerton, WA 98337 followed by a reception
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Rosary

10:30AM

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church
1516 5th St, Bremerton, WA, US, 98337

JAN
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Funeral Mass

11:00AM

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church
1516 5th St, Bremerton, WA, US, 98337
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Graveside Service

09:30AM

Tahoma National Cemetery
18600 SE 240th St, Kent, WA, US, 98042

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - January 22 at 06:06 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of your father’s passing. Nothing can fill the void of such loss.
They say a picture says a thousand words. The beautiful, honorable tribute to your dad
truly express the love and devotion you all have for each other. I pray that the memories
you have of your dad will give you peace and strength.
With love, affection and sympathy,
Mary and Mark Brandt
mary brandt - January 25 at 10:48 AM

“

CC Clarke lit a candle in memory of James Francis Smith

CC Clarke - January 27 at 09:02 PM

“

I had the unique and memorable privilege of working alongside Jim at TRF Bangor
for nine years. He was always upbeat and easy to work with, and never hesitated to
share his vast knowledge of the complex systems we worked with. He never held
back, so you always knew where you stood with him. Knowing Jim made me better
for it.
With the passage of time, I've thought of Jim often; in fact, I was thinking of him just a
few days ago, so his passing is especially personal to me. I am proud to have called
him a mentor and friend. His ever-present smile, genuine concern for others, and
can-do attitude was an inspiration to all of us who worked with him.
Fair winds and following seas Jim, you'll never be forgotten.
CC Clarke

CC Clarke - January 27 at 09:01 PM

“

My mother was 14 when her nephew, my cousin, Jim was born. She was an
important part of his formative years and they loved each other dearly. So much so
that at 16 he was named my godfather. In our religion that is a solemn decision.
There were many uncles to choose from but my parents had faith in a much loved 16
year old young man. They made the right choice. I am now 73 and I can honestly say
that James Francis Patrick Smith is one of my best friends and one of the best men I
have ever known. Yes we shared a heredity and a history. But we shared something
deeper. We shared a love, a love that was strengthen by his daughters Ellen, Beth
and Cathy. Thank you for keeping me close. It has meant more to me than you will
ever know. Dear Jim, as we begin to remember, not just that you died, but that you
lived and that your life gave was memories too beautiful to forget. I will miss your
sense of humor the the talks of our shared loved ones. Most of all I will miss your
voice. When you would call and say “Hi Eileen, it’s Jimmy Smith”, the Jimmy Smith
part was never needed. I knew it was you with just “Hi Eileen “. Deep peace of the
running waves to you. Deep peace of the flowing air to you. Deep peace of the
smiling stars to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the
watching shepherds to you. Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. I will miss you.
Love Eileen

Eileen Martin - January 17 at 01:35 PM

