Jason Daniel Matthiessen
August 31, 1976 - November 24, 2017

Jason Matthiessen died unexpectedly on November 24, 2017. He is sorely missed. Jason
was a loving son, a wonderful husband, and an affectionate father who was dedicated to
his three children. He worked as a GIS Programmer for Pierce County and was a diligent
and conscientious employee who will be irreplaceable. Jason was raised in Port Orchard
and earned his B.S. at the Evergreen State College. He loved his home state, with its
beautiful rivers, forests, and mountains. He had knack for finding minerals and seeing
animals, and was an avid fisherman. His legacy will live on in our hearts and from his
efforts to improve the Pierce County 911 system so that others' lives could be saved.

Comments

“

Our deepest condolences go out to you...
Ken and I are deeply saddened to her about the passing of such a great guy.
Jason had such wonderful qualities as a caring husband, amazing father as well as a
fabulous neighbor. We first met you and Jason when you previewed what would
eventually become your Gig Harbor home which was directly behind ours in 2009.
We knew you both were truly the type of neighbors we'd hope would move in.
Through the years, we always enjoyed Jason sharing his "catch of the day" with us
and his passion and knowledge for the great outdoors. We have fond memories
watching your children grow in to polite, caring people .. which was a direct influence
of two parents who took the time to educate them. The children had such a passion
for the beauty of the PNW, just like their dad.
May memories of Jason bring comfort to you and your family during this difficult time.
Jason will be truly missed by all who knew him.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Gone but not forgotten!
Ken & Sue Fagering
Email: sfagering@gmail.com
253.732.9883 cell

Ken & Sue Fagering - December 10, 2017 at 02:03 PM

“

After working with Jason and carpooling with him for years there are many things I
will miss about him. Most of all I will miss his wry humor and his smirk. I’ve never met
anyone with a sense of humor quite like Jason, we could always trust in him to look
at something from a different angle and make a joke of it.
Jason was not just a passionate fisherman but he was quietly passionate about
preserving the salmon and steelhead fisheries. He never volunteered info about it
unless asked but if asked he would give a science and political lesson on it. That’s
when the geographer would fall away and I was reminded that he had a science
background at Evergreen.
Jason was a wonderful father, he was committed to allowing his kids to explore the
path less taken. Encouraging them to follow their passions and interests and to
appreciate the natural world around them.
Jason was such a steady presence at work, with a great work ethic and a desire to
make things right. Pierce County residents benefit from his unwavering commitment
to accurate addressing in the county and cities.
He has left us with many fond memories and is missed. My heart goes out to Emily
and the kids.

Patricia James - December 08, 2017 at 05:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Brandy - December 06, 2017 at 04:53 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Eduardo Castello - December 06, 2017 at 04:13 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Eduardo Castello - December 06, 2017 at 02:20 PM

“

I knew Jason through my work at Pierce County. When I saw Jason on my work trips
he always greeted me warmly and talked enthusiastically about his family and life.
I can picture his warm smile and the sparkle in his eyes. I always looked forward to
saying hello and catching up.
He will be forever remembered and forever missed.
Dan King

Dan King - December 03, 2017 at 02:21 PM

“

Jason was a warm and loving father. I knew him through his wife Emily and his children. I
helped them buy their home in 2009 and we became friends. Jason will be greatly missed!
Joyce Shipley - December 04, 2017 at 11:43 AM

“

Jason and I met at the end of 2006 beginning of 2007 through the founder of
Steelheadnotebook, on a fishing trip to a south west Washington stream in search of winter
steelhead. From that day on we started to fish on a fairly regular basis to the point that we
became best of fishing buds. We each fed of each other and learned from each other, and
became better anglers. We had yearly trips to the Olympic peninsula, both winter and
summer, and had some amazing times that I will never forget. Definitely will miss our trips
and our stream time but thankful for the time we shared. Vita Brevis my friend, you will be
missed.
Eduardo Castello - December 06, 2017 at 03:13 PM

“

Jason was a great friend and a respected employee at Pierce County. As a co-worker I
could always count on Jason to have a great sense of humor to make the day brighter. As
his manager, I could count on Jason's ethical nature, his thoughtfulness and passion, and
his ability to convince people to do the right thing. He is missed greatly by his GIS family at
Pierce County, and everyday there are reminders about the mark he has left upon us and
the work we do for the citizens of Pierce County. We are sorrowful for his family and the
loss of a cherished husband and father, but we know Jason's love and pride for his family
will help hold them up in the days to come.
Brandy Riche
Brandy Riche - December 06, 2017 at 04:25 PM

“

We miss you Jason and I am bringing Apple Fritters into the office in late November just to
try and lure you back into our lives during that period when you left us. I will also wave each
time as I pass Minter Creek and not forget your presence there.
Greg Lang
Greg Lang - December 06, 2017 at 06:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - December 01, 2017 at 02:03 PM

