Jerry Thormahlen
February 5, 1942 - May 6, 2017

Jerry Edward Thormahlen was born Feb 5th, 1942 to Walter and Cecilia Thormahlen in
Billings, Montana. Jerry was the oldest of seven siblings. Jerry’s youth was spent on the
family farm where he learned the value of hard work and responsibility. Jerry often shared
stories of his childhood on the farm with his grandchildren. The family moved to
Anaconda, where shortly after, Jerry lost his father to cancer. At the age of 15, Jerry quit
school to help his mother raise his seven younger siblings and support his family. In his
20's Jerry moved to Salt Lake City, Utah for work where he caught the BIGGEST CATCH
of his life. In 1964, he made one of the best decisions of his life; he married Donell
Sessions. Together they had 3 daughters: Tracy, Deborah, and Shannon. At the age of
one, they lost their beautiful daughter, Tracy. After this, Jerry and Donell packed up the
family and moved to Boise, Idaho, where they raided their two daughters. Jerry was an
avid fisherman and outdoorsman, just ask his girls. The girls insist there is not a single
picture of them that does not include a dead fish or animal. They moved to Seattle in the
80’s where he was able to fish for salmon, to his heart content. He was blessed with 4
wonderful grandkids: Garrett, Tracy, Jerry (Patrick), and Ashley. Jerry passed along his
love for the outdoors and fishing to his grandchildren and insisted that they pursue their
biggest dreams. Jerry loved his grandchildren more than fishing and would move the
world for them. A memorial will be held at Rill Chapel in Port Orchard at 2:00 PM on
Saturday, May 13th. The burial will be at Twin Firs Cemetery in Belfair, Washington.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - May 11, 2017 at 05:33 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family at this difficult time. When I think about
Jerry, the first thing I think of is his devotion and love for his wife and family. They
came first and Jerry showed it in even the simplest gestures. The world has lost a
good one. Hope the fishing is good up there buddy.

Carol Howard - May 13, 2017 at 01:04 PM

“

I worked side by side with Jerry for twenty years or more & he was always someone
that you could count on if you needed help at nights or weekends & we had some
tough ones. He was one of the very few that just seemed to know what tool you
needed or what you were going to do next. One compressor brand was in an
enclosed cabinet & he would disappear for a bit & then you would hear "gimme some
wrenches". He had opened the back door & crawled in over the motor, around the j
box, under the cooler into what he called the dog house. A very hard, difficult &
uncomfortable place to work, but that's where he always headed for. You couldn't
even see him in there. So I'd reach in there with some wrenches & he'd start taking
the cooler loose. Then we had to some how get it out & it was heavy, It took all
strength I had but it didn't seem to bother him, he had the strength of a mule. It was
very depressing to come to work after he retired. He always had something funny to
say about someone or something. Work was never the same after that. Jack klapwyk

jack klapwyk - May 13, 2017 at 12:47 PM

“

All of us at Rogers Machinery Company that knew Jerry are saddened to hear of his
passing. Jerry was a talented and dedicated technician whose work ethic was truly
admirable. Jerry's dry wit and quick grin made him a favorite both in the shop and out
in the field. Jerry's eyes would light up when talking about his family, especially his
grandchildren and he was always willing to lend a hand if someone needed it.
Although the Salmon and Elk are much safer, Jerry will truly be missed.

Mike Proulx - May 11, 2017 at 11:56 AM

