Joan Humbert Sells
June 11, 1940 - January 1, 2021

Joan Humbert Sells of Port Orchard, WA passed away January 1, 2021 holding the hand
of her husband, Carl Sells. She is survived by her loving daughters Sabrina Bradrick of
Vashon Island, WA and Jennifer Humbert of Houston, TX and by her husband Carl and
her step-daughter Sheri Faircloth of Ocala, FL and by grand-children M. Dylan Bradrick,
Chase Bradrick and Elizabeth Faircloth.
Joan was born in Chicago, IL June 11, 1940. She was the only child of Ellsworth (Pete)
and Marion (Pat) Eberth. The family moved to Burbank, CA when she was two and where
her father was an engineer for Lockheed during WWII. She attended John Burroughs High
School, Class of 1958, and Redlands University in Redlands, CA.
After graduating from Redlands University with a degree in English, she moved to
Corvallis, Oregon where she started her career in journalism by working for the Corvallis
Gazette-Times and the Albany Democrat-Herald as a reporter-editor.
After her fiancé graduated from Oregon State University with a degree in Forestry, they
married and then joined the Peace Corps and spent the years 1965 through 1967 in
Borneo living in jungle long houses with the Iban people of Sarawak.
Upon return to Oregon after the Peace Corps, Joan and her husband settled in Reedsport,
OR where they had daughters Sabrina and Jennifer. An assignment shift landed them in
Molalla, OR where Joan resumed her journalism career working as an award-winning
reporter/editor for the Canby Herald and the Oregon City Enterprise Courier. Joan became
a single parent during 1979. In 1981 Joan met Carl E. Sells, an Oregon City businessman
with daughter Sheri Jean. Joan and Carl were married January 1, 1984. Joan became the
Communications Director for the Oregon Hospital Association and then, in 1986, was
recruited to be the Executive Director for Citizen’s Initiative for Equity in the Legal System
for the State of Oregon (Tort Reform). Carl found it necessary to sell his Oregon business
and start again in the Seattle, WA area. While Joan was travelling throughout the State of
Oregon doing presentations in support of changing liability laws in Oregon, Carl was

commuting weekly from Seattle to Oregon City. After a year of successfully completing the
tort reform campaign in Oregon, Joan and Jennifer joined Carl in Seattle where Carl had
established his new company Advanced Technical Services, Inc.
Joan arrived in Washington in 1987 and she became the Communications Director for
Hospice of Tacoma and held that position until their merger with MultiCare. She then
became the Communications Director for Seattle-King County Association of Realtors and
held that position until the office moved to Kirkland, WA. In 1992, she joined the company
that Carl had started and was Vice-President in charge of Operations and continued in
that capacity until they sold the business in 2002 and retired to Vashon Island, WA where
they had acquired a weekend house that they made into a home.
Joan was very active on Vashon, serving on the Community Counsel for six years with a
main interest in disaster preparedness and improving health care on the island. She
received her Masters Degree of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Goddard University
through distance learning and attending classes in Port Townsend, WA. She pursued her
interests in writing novels, quilting, weaving, attending the theatre, art studios, glass
blowing and being Me Maw to her grandchildren.
Joan and Carl moved from Vashon Island to Port Orchard, WA in 2016 to get closer to
hospitals and medical care. Joan and Carl travelled the world during the years between
1997 and 2018, and had many adventures and saw many beautiful places. One of their
favorites was their trip around South America that included Antarctica and Machu Pichu.
They made it to all seven continents and all seven seas with many trips to Europe and
Mexico. “Here’s to adventures” was their favorite toast.
Please sign Joan’s guest book, thank you.
Please consider honoring Joan with a tribute donation to the Alzheimer’s Association.
act.alz.org/donate

Comments

“

We met Joan and Carl when we did a cruise to Antartica and then went on to Machu
Picchu in 2006. A couple of years later Joan and Carl came out to Australia and we
met them and took them out for the day. We have kept in contact since then and now
hearing of Joan's passing has been quite a shock. Joan had such a lovely warm
personality and was so friendly. She will be sorely missed. Our condolences go out to
Carl, her two daughters and the rest of the family.

Jennifer Lynton - February 09, 2021 at 01:12 AM

“

“

This photo was taken when we visited Seattle on a cruise.
Jennifer Lynton - February 09, 2021 at 01:14 AM

DeeAnne Kind lit a candle in memory of Joan Humbert Sells

DeeAnne Kind - January 14, 2021 at 10:18 PM

“

"Jenn and Bri's mom" played a role in my youth and I fondly remember being at the
house for Carl and Joan's wedding. As a kid I didn't know about all of the amazing
and inspiring things she's done in the world, so I'm glad to have learned about that
now. I'm thankful for her presence in my life.

Sarah Schilke - January 08, 2021 at 07:15 PM

“

We met when we were teenagers, through our parents who knew each other in
Illinois. I have always called her "Joanie", the fond way she was known at the time.
Over the ensuing 65 years, we kept in touch, visiting each other in Illinois, California,
Oregon and Washington. I remember the good times we had with our respective
spouses on the Pacific Coast. Joanie was very conversational, with an inquisitive
mind, a good sense of humor, and a delight to be around. In our later years, we
spoke with great ease, picking up where we left off, no matter how much time had
elapsed. Truly, I will miss her.

Steve Fox - January 06, 2021 at 07:55 PM

“

Robin and I met Joan and Carl on a wonderful and memorable Windstar cruise of the
Dalmation coast in 2010. We kept in touch and made visits to eachother's homes Joan and Carl's on Vashon Island, and ours in Oxford, England. We remember Joan
with great fondness....she was such a warm, friendly person and no doubt will be
greatly missed.

Josephine Bailey - January 06, 2021 at 10:13 AM

“

Joan was a cherished friend and a wonderful writing buddy. I only knew her during
the last ten years of her life, but feel as if I'd known her always. We never ran out of
things to talk about during long waits in ferry lines or in restaurants. She had such a
quirky sense of humor, a lively mind, tremendous energy and drive, and a great deal
of curiosity about the world. She loved her family above all and always enjoyed
bragging about her daughters and grandkids.
I will miss her terribly and will always treasure her memory. My deepest condolences
to Carl, Bri, and Jenn. May your happy memories sustain you.

Alice Bloch - January 04, 2021 at 10:31 PM

“

My dearest Cousin Joan will always be remembered by me as we grew up together and my
mother played a special role in her life. Joan is held in my heart and will never be forgotten
what a lady she was. I miss you Cousin. Special condolences to Carl, Jenn and Bri
kathy coulter - January 05, 2021 at 06:03 PM

“

I will miss you, dear friend. It's been a 67-year friendship and I cherish all the times we
were together, especially the camping trip on horseback, and swimming with Laddie
running around the pool the whole time. Love to you forever, condolences to Carl and the
girls.
Bobbie Gluckman Offen - January 05, 2021 at 08:42 PM

“
“

Joan and Carl were the best neighbors and I will miss her.
Valerie Orlosky - January 06, 2021 at 03:38 AM

We were in the same writers program at UW and afterwards, continued in a writer's group
for years. Joan was smart and warm and funny. I enjoyed spending time with her.
patricia Hall - January 06, 2021 at 11:56 AM

