Joseph Francis Shirley
November 18, 1936 - December 12, 2019

Joseph Francis Shirley was born November 18, 1936 in Fall River, Massachusetts to
Joseph and Esther May Shirley.
Joe married Miriam Pacheco on August 22, 1959 at St. Joseph’s Church in Fairhaven,
Mass. They had two children, daughters Lynne and Joanne.
Joe received a Registered Professional license in engineering after graduating from
Durfee Tech, which is now the University of Dartmouth. He was an officer in the United
States Navy serving on the Salamonie AO26; retiring as a LCDR from the Naval Reserve.
Joe worked as an engineer at Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut and then as a marine
engineer at Merriman. He also worked as an engineer at the Boston Naval Shipyard, until
it closed. He moved to Port Orchard, WA to work at PERA and worked at Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard as a Nuclear Engineer with Code 2310 until his retirement.
He was intelligent, witty, and talented with a very eclectic array of affinities. Joe loved
music and was an accomplished trumpet player and he thoroughly enjoyed classical
music. He was a member of the Bremerton Symphony and the Farragut Brass. He loved
cruising and racing sailboats and was a long-time member of the Port Orchard Yacht club.
He was also a Mason from the time he was in high school. Classic cars, especially
Chrysler Imperials, were among his favorite pastimes. He enjoyed sewing of the industrial
genre like making canvas sail covers for boats and a variety of other things nautical. At an
early age, he took up fencing and became quite good at it; so good in fact that he even
became an instructor. He enjoyed riding motorcycles; cruising with his wife for many years
on his Honda Goldwing. As food goes, anything Italian was good as far as he was
concerned, but spaghetti was his favorite. He was a regular at Uncle Dave’s for spaghetti
night every Thursday.
Most of all, he was an adoring husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather
enjoying time spent with his family above all else. You knew he loved you and it was easy
to return the feelings. Joe crossed the bar on December 12 to his final port. He will be

greatly missed by all who knew him and loved him.
He is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, Miriam; daughters Lynne Keller and Joanne
Shirley, son-in-law Terrance Lee; grandchildren Bryce Shirley (Tiani Tainatongo), Timothy
Keller, Megan Keller, Katie Keller, Sammie Keller, Clayton Shirley, and Melina Shirley-Lee;
great-grandchildren Bryce Shirley, Jr., and Noah Shirley.

The family requests in lieu of flowers donations be made to the American Diabetes
Association.
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Celebration of Life & Reception

11:00AM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - January 15, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Playing these remembrances are helping me get thru my grief. Miss Joe very much, but,
God, we had a WONDERFUL LIFE. Miriam Shirley
Miriam Shirley - June 08, 2020 at 02:42 PM

“

George & Barb Tainatongo lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

George & Barb Tainatongo - January 24, 2020 at 11:32 PM

“

Can only say that we've been BLESSED to have Joe be a part of this journey in our lives
George & Barb Tainatongo - January 24, 2020 at 11:44 PM

“

Kim Rumion sent a virtual gift in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Kim Rumion - January 12, 2020 at 11:49 PM

“

I am a member of the All AroundMopars family that Joe belong to. Both Joe and Miriam
could always bring a smile to everyone's face. Joe is terribly missed, we loved him very
much. But know that he is cruising around in the biggest Imperial in the sky
Kim Rumion - January 12, 2020 at 11:51 PM

“

Tommy Gorse lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Tommy Gorse - December 29, 2019 at 01:42 AM

“

Very sad to see that Joe passed. He was my trumpet instructor, but much more; he
was that special person who's generosity of mentorship made a difference. Even
through college, Joe stayed involved through letters and calls, especially when I
needed his advice, perspective, or a boost of confidence. In short, I don't know how
things would have ended up without his counsel and friendship during those critical
formative years. I am deeply thankful for Joe Shirley, and I wish him peace.

Joe Grez - December 28, 2019 at 01:22 PM

“

Lei Stott lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Lei Stott - December 28, 2019 at 12:15 AM

“

Lynne Keller lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Lynne Keller - December 27, 2019 at 04:15 PM

“

Bonnie And Rex Dempewolf lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Bonnie and Rex Dempewolf - December 25, 2019 at 05:32 PM

“
“

So many travel stories yet to tell

. Good bye old friend.

Bonnie and Rex Dempewolf - December 25, 2019 at 05:33 PM

We are sadden by the loss of Joe. May he Rest In Peace. May the the Holy Spirit be with
his family and bless them during this most difficult period.
Tommy & Bea
Tommy - December 29, 2019 at 01:50 AM

“

Joanne Shirley lit a candle in memory of Joseph Francis Shirley

Joanne Shirley - December 25, 2019 at 02:42 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - December 23, 2019 at 05:36 PM

“

Missing you so much today dad!
Joanne Shirley - December 25, 2019 at 02:43 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - December 21, 2019 at 03:15 PM

“

Handsome man with a twinkle in in his eyes from a young man to older man. I loved him so
much as I do the whole Shirley family. I feel like I lost another father figure in my lifetime,
Miriam’s is mom to me as well and my love & heart go out to her ever day. We love you all
very much with our hearts, Tami & Bill Roddick
tami roddick - December 28, 2019 at 09:23 AM

“

I spent over ten years crewing for Joe on his Thrasher Thunderbird. Sometimes Lee rail
under sometimes sitting in the rain off Pt Townsend waiting for the race to start. He got
eighth at the Toronto world race. he was a fierce competitor and a good friend. God speed
skipper. Don
Don Bidwell - December 29, 2019 at 02:12 PM

“

When I bought a 21' Northwest sailboat at Port Orchard Yacht Sales around 1977, Bruce
Garman, the dealer, told me that there were 3 people in the area who knew ll there was to
know about sailing and racing. One was Jerry Lowry and the other two were Joe Shirley! I
know the reason he's left us is that Heaven needs another sialng instuctor>
Dennis O'Neill
Dennis O'Neill - December 30, 2019 at 04:48 AM

