Judy Faye Barker
August 2, 1940 - December 7, 2016

Judy Faye Barker’s Life Story in her words.
I was born Aug 2,1940, (on my dad’s birthday). We lived in Coulee Dam but Mother came
to the coast to be near her sister to have me. I couldn’t go home with Mother because my
sister Ramona had measles or chicken pox at the same time. I stayed behind and my
Aunt Sadie and Uncle Walt kept me till it was safe to go home. I slept in a dresser drawer
(could that have something to do with my weird personality).
When I did go home to Coulee Dam, I met my two sisters, Ramona (10), and Gloria (11)
and two brothers Larry (7) and Richard (1). We were a close family in a small town where
you knew everyone and it was safe to play outside. I was a tomboy and loved to wear
Richards clothes whenever I could.
We moved from tiny Coulee Dam to Spokane the summer of my going into 8th grade. I
graduated from John Rogers High in 1958.
I married right out of high school and moved to Indiana. I had my two beautiful girls.
Jeannie Lynn and Joanne Lee. After seven years the girls and I moved back to Bremerton.
I soon met & married husband #2. From that union came my three sons. Kelly Blaine,
Brian Richard, and Andrew Philip.
I have always felt that raising my kids was the best part of my life. They were and are so
very different in their personalities. You love them each in their own way. Now that they
are adults I look at them and am in awe at what wonderful responsible people they are. I
am so very proud of you guys.
My kids have given me 9 grand kids (Kevin, Philip, Joshua, Gianna, Angela, Christina,
Julia, Benjamin and Eleanor); and 3 great grands (Gia-Isabelle, Joseph and Phoenix).
Being a mom was the best – until grands came along – you can’t beat being a Grama.

Besides being a homemaker I worked making wetsuits, cleaning houses, and running a
café before becoming a school bus driver. That was the best job I ever had – and the best
part of that job was the last 12 years when I worked with special needs kids. They grab
your heart and don’t let go. When you meet special people, you become very humble and
your problems become nonexistent.
It was while I was driving school bus that I met my two best friends ever, Judy & Chyrel.
We have had many marvelous times together. Laughing at, and with each other, crying
together and being a rock for each other when need be. I feel if you can have just one
good friend in your life you are lucky…well I am blessed because I have these two… and
that doesn’t count my family who have always been there for me, my 2 sisters, 2 brothers,
& kids including my daughter from another mother, Donna; friends from high school, and
Wanda & Mike Smith from Special Olympics and my family from the Elks. If I have left
anyone out, please chalk it up to chemo brain.
I married Stan Barker when my boys were teenagers. He was the best husband ever. We
shared the same goals, worked hard together and he was good to my kids. I lost him to
diabetes after 10 years.
By this time my kids were out of the house so it was just me, my memories, and my job.
I met the Great Dane, Einar, in 2000. We were soul mates at first meeting. Outside of my
kids and grands – he was the best thing that ever happened to me. We laughed at and
with each other, worked and played hard together. I feel I gave Einar a family he never
quite had before. He loved all of my family and I remember one time after we had been to
meet our youngest granddaughter he said to me “I really never believed in angels before,
but I held one this weekend”. So, you might say we completed each other. Einar made it
possible for me to see things I never thought I would see. I kissed the blarney stone,
tossed a coin in the Trevy fountain, ate Hagis, saw castles in Europe, and went sledding in
the Alps.
This is Jeannie finishing. Anyone that knew mom knows that she had a heart of gold.
When she heard that someone needed something she was the first one to respond with
either a hand to hold, shoulder to cry on, a hot meal, trip to doctor, didn’t matter she was
there.
She was one of the good ones. Mom, sister, Aunt, cousin, friend. She will be truly missed
by all that new her.
We all Love you Mom, bigger than the whole wide world.

Mom’s Celebration of Life will be held 14 Jan 2017, at the Parkwood Community
Clubhouse from 1-5pm. If you would like to bring a dish feel free.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations in her honor to either Seattle Children’s, or
Franciscan Hospice House.
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Memorial Gathering

01:00PM - 05:00PM

Parkwood Community Center
3045 Madrona Dr SE, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - December 13, 2016 at 05:47 PM

“

So beautiful! I smiled and cried at the same time. The world has lost one of the best people
I have ever known. I will always love you! Flo Scheib
Flo Scheib - December 13, 2016 at 11:15 PM

“
“

Beautiful tribute of a beautiful woman.
Bonnie J - December 13, 2016 at 11:28 PM

What a wonderfull Mom
I miss her so much, if not for her love and Tuff love I would not be who I am today
I am so grateful to be her son
Brian Brown - December 14, 2016 at 08:51 AM

“

What can you say about Judy? She was fun, unique, happy, beautiful (inside and out,) the
life of the party, great friend, great mom and grandma, outgoing, free spirited, and one of
the best people I have ever had the fortune to know and love.
I will miss her. Cousin's forever. . .
Carolyn Kunard - December 18, 2016 at 09:48 AM

“

She was a wonderful lady, a beautiful Soul and a loving trusted friend. She will always be in
my Heart.
Tony J
Tony Juarez - February 01, 2017 at 09:24 AM

“

Judy was a wonderful neighbor and friend to our family. She will be dearly missed.
The Narducci's

Debbie Narducci - January 08, 2017 at 10:42 PM

“

Jeannie Meyer lit a candle in memory of Judy Faye Barker

Jeannie Meyer - December 23, 2016 at 05:23 PM

“

I met Judy through work at the School Bus Garage where I worked as a Mechanic.. I
most interesting thing about Judy was that she said what she thought and there
weren't frills around her choice of words.. I loved that about her and she always had
a smile and a hug for us guys that wore the grease and odor of fuel as our calling..
She was such a prankster as well but never crossed the line when it came personal
issues... Judy will be missed but we all know she's up there doing what she does
best. having fun with what has been given to have fun with... OOXXOO Len.

Len Hembd - December 15, 2016 at 01:34 AM

“

Thank You, Mark Rill, This looks great. Jeannie Meyer

Jeannie Meyer - December 13, 2016 at 08:17 PM

“
“

Beautiful tribute to one of the nicest people I've ever had the pleasure to know.
David Brown - December 14, 2016 at 12:57 AM

Beautiful tribute and extra special because it came from Judy's heart. She was one of a
kind and will be missed! She loved telling the story of meeting my mom, Loretta, by hitting
her car. When they talked, they found that they belonged to the same Single's Club and
became fast friends! I loved playing domino's with her at the Elk's too. She truly was there
to help whenever needed. She will be missed by many!!! Love you Judy!
Lynn Thomas - December 14, 2016 at 07:55 AM

“

What a wonderful photo tribute to Judy and it doesn't surprise me that she decided to write
her own story. Its all in her own voice with the love and smiles she felt for all her family and
friends. She had to leave us all way too soon. We will miss her, but I hope to keep sharing
her jokes and sense of humor. Love to you all, Patty Henderson
Patty Henderson - December 15, 2016 at 12:21 PM

