Lawrence O. Olson
March 16, 1919 - February 11, 2016

Lawrence O. Olson, also known as Larry and, to some, “Doc”, passed away peacefully in
his sleep at Harrison Hospital on February 11, 2016. He was born in Landa, North Dakota,
on March 16, 1919, the same year Woodrow Wilson signed the peace treaty ending WW I.
He and his brother, Alex (Buster) Olson, who preceded him in death, were raised by his
mother after his father died when Larry was 12 years old. She took in washing and sewing
to get through the years of the Great Depression.
In 1937 Larry graduated from high school in Minot, ND, and then decided to hop a freight
train to come out west to see the Pacific Ocean. Larry’s first job was selling magazines
and that allowed him to travel to several states. After a year of that, he joined the Civilian
Conservation Corp (CCC) and because he had taken typing in high school, he was put
into the infirmary as a clerk which paid an extra $8 per month. Out of the $28 that he
earned in a month, he had to send $12 home to help his mother.
In 1940 he was told he had to sign up for the draft, so he decided to join the Navy. After
boot camp, he wanted to go into the submarine service because it paid an extra $5 per
month, but instead he got orders to go to Corpsman School. After that school, he and one
other sailor got orders to Richmond, VA to a Marine recruiting station. They only needed
one of them, so Larry lost the coin flip and was sent to the recruiting station at Charleston,
(by God) WV where he met the love of his life, Leatha Horn, and married her June 1942.
(She preceded Larry in death.)
Right after the birth of their son, Bill, in 1943, Larry got orders to go to Bremerton to serve
on a newly commissioned destroyer escort, the USS Sanders (DDE 41). Off he went to
the Pacific war. He used to recount some of the battles he was in: Battle for the
Philippines, Battle for Iwo Jima, and the Battle for Okinawa. All this and he came through
without a scratch. After the Battle of Okinawa, they were caught in a typhoon where
several ships and the USS Sanders sustained heavy damage and had to return to
Bremerton for repairs. He took leave at that time to go to North Dakota where his wife and
son were staying with his mother. On the way back on the train, they found out the war
was over. He was stationed in San Francisco after the war and that is where his daughter,

Donna, was born.
In 1949 he moved his family to Bremerton to live. He was stationed on several different
ships such as an ice breaker, the USS Burton Island, and an oiler which took him around
the world twice. He spent the last year of the Korean Conflict with the 1st Marine Battalion
in Korea. His last duty station was in Aberdeen at another duty station. This is where he
retired from the Navy after 20 years of service. Larry then moved his family to Bellingham
to go back to school to become a teacher. He graduated with honors and chose Marcus
Whitman Junior High School to start his teaching career. He also taught at Cedar Heights
Junior High and later worked with the South Kitsap School Administration in building
mathematics curriculum for all three junior high schools in the Port Orchard area.
Surviving Larry are his son, Bill (Jan) Olson, and daughter, Donna (David) Printz, four
grandchildren, eight great grandchildren and five great great grandchildren.
A son and daughter couldn’t be prouder of a father who knew how to take care of his
family.

Events
FEB
27

Graveside Service with Military Honors10:00AM
Sunset Lane Memorial Park
1000 Bethel, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

FEB
27

Reception

11:00AM

Puerto Vallarta Mexican Resturant
1599 SE Lund Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US

Comments

“

Doc coached semi-pro baseball and taught at Cedar Heights with me. He beat me
regularly in chess. I loved the time and joy he shared with me.
I was not able to attend his memorial because I was coaching the PLU basketball
team at Whitworth College in Spokane. So disappointed I couldn't be there.
Doc was one of my favorite people and will be missed.
Wayne Gibson

Wayne Gibson - March 05, 2016 at 06:28 PM

“

Mr. Olson gave me the gift of loving math. May he rest in peace.

cheryle - March 03, 2016 at 08:33 PM

“

The Kitasp Outsider baseball team from back in the early seventies want to send our
condolences to Doc's family. We have many fond memories of the times we had with
Doc. Most of us live outside the area and won't be able to attend the memorial but
we want you to know we are thinking of you all at this time.
Butch Holt Feb26, 2016

Butch Holt - February 26, 2016 at 09:35 PM

“

The Olson family- Doc was a kind and generous man who was our coach back in the
early 70's with the Kitsap Outsider baseball team. He gave of his time and energyvoluntarily, added his sense of humor, willingness to help, and friendship to the mix
and we had some success and certainly a memorable time. To me, the greatest
legacy is to be remembered with a smile-- that is certainly true of Doc. HE WILL BE
REMEMBERED-- WITH A SMILE

EDMOND STEWART - February 21, 2016 at 07:52 PM

“

Larry and Leatha were Mom and Dads next door neighbors.. They were close friends
for years. Larry was the best math teacher I ever had. I wish I could of taken him with
us on all our moves. I had a few that could of learned from Larry..Thanks Larry, No
one could hold a candle to you.

Nancy Lewis - February 19, 2016 at 11:36 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Bobbi Meenan - February 16, 2016 at 09:34 PM

“

Grandpa, thank you for being the most amazing leader! I'm so very proud of you and
will miss your smile and laughter. Thank you for being in my life

Bobbi Meenan - February 16, 2016 at 09:24 PM

