Leo A. Hovland
May 22, 1956 - May 8, 2018

Longtime Port Orchard Business owner and resident, Leo A. Hovland, Age 61, passed
away May 8th, 2018 from cancer at the Franciscan Hospice House in Tacoma.
Leo was born May 22, 1956 in Williston, ND to Leonard and Laura (Mahlan) Hovland and
was raised in Plentywood, Shelby, and Libby, MT. before the family moved to WA State.
Before his many years spent in Port Orchard, he spent childhood years creating his
favorite "stomping grounds" also in East Bremerton.
Leo is survived by his wife Lisa (Stouffer) Hovland, 2 brothers, Larry (Jean) Hovland, Lyle
Hovland and 1 sister Lavonne Carlson. His 3 children; Trevor Hovland, Stacey (Hovland)
Serad, and Devon Hovland, 2 stepchildren Mallory Holtquist and Kevin Glazener, with a
total of 8 grand-children, 9th on its way. Leo also has many nephews, nieces, grandnephews, great-grand nephew and cousins.
Preceding his death are his parents Leonard and Laura Hovland, and 2 sisters, Lola
Stephenson and Lori Risk.
Leo can be described as a jack-of-all trades with a dash of rebel and a sense of
individuality. Before he worked in the towing industry for the last 35+ years and then
owning his own business the last 25+ years, he also worked for the Forest Service in
Montana and Brem-Air Disposal in Bremerton. For many years he ran his company 24/7
without a day off just because he loved it. He always said, "If you love what you do, then
every day is a vacation!"
Always there to help his customers and community be a little more at ease during stressful
situations and always the first to lend out that hand, there wasn't very many sticky
situations he couldn't figure out using the equipment he had.
Leo loved his rescue pits, for many years he had a 4-legged co-pilot riding along,
navigating his way through many long and rainy nights. Thank you Bo, Buddy, and Charlie
Brown for keeping your dad safe.

He had a passion for cars, motorcycles, his dogs, stopping in to visit friends, and life in
general. He spent a few years racing Demolition Derby making that a fun family event,
along with making sure to contribute to community events and little league sports teams
over the years.
He had a passion for the town he lived in and everyone in it, always giving out his version
of good advice. Saying, "Do you know why that is making you upset or bothering you?,
Because you let it!"
A Celebration of Leo's Life will be held June 2nd, 2018 at 2PM, Rill Chapel on Mitchell
Rd., Port Orchard., with a reception following and a motorcycle precession prior to,
bringing Leo to his friends.
In lieu of flowers, Leo would appreciate any donations to be made to the Kitsap Humane
Society in Silverdale, WA.
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Celebration of Life

02:00PM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - June 02, 2018 at 07:30 PM

“

Leo you will be missed, I have not seen you for years, but remember working with
you over thirty years ago at Brem-Air Disposal. You were one of the good guys. Rest
In Peace David Marceau

David Marceau - June 04, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

I did business with Leo for many years and counted Him among My Friends! You
could Always depend on Leo! Port Orchard has lost one of its Most Colorful
Characters!!!

David Christensen - June 01, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

I was in a car accident and he was right there to help out and to make sure that I was
ok and got out of the rain. He kept some lady who was trying to gather info away so I
could calm down. My prayers go out to his family.
Jim J

Jim Jackson - May 31, 2018 at 05:55 PM

“

Leo, one of four best friends, Leo, Dave, Ron, and Rod. We've been best friends for
over 48 years. The little twelve year old ragamuffin with clothes half a size bigger
than you were. We immediately became best friends and you became the immediate
self elected mechanic that would keep Ol'Bessy going with egg white in the radiator
as well as part of the push we needed to start her every time we wanted to go
anywhere. The only little kid I have ever known that could tear apart an engine and
rebuild it by the time they were twelve. We spent all our time together when we were
younger and even though we lived different lives after we got older you will always be
one of the four brothers. Most all of my youth and young adult memories are

centered around you and the memories that you helped make. I love you Leo and
wish you would have shared....I wish I had called....
Rod Caldwell - May 24, 2018 at 04:52 PM

“

This is a tough one, too many memories to narrow it down to a couple. Leo you first
gained my respect through the eyes of my youngest, seeing you with Courtney all
those years ago, you her and Bo out roaming the town I could tell immediately you
were someone to call a friend. You helped me a few times with tows and at least
once you called on me to help get you out of a muddy mess off Long Lake, my Big
Black Ford was a good Anchor for you to pull out of the muddy driveway you were
stuck in. Our rides around Port Orchard, racing up Mile Hill from Jackson to
McDonalds for Ice Cream break. Will miss stopping by the shop just to talk to my
friend. Thanks for all that you did for me, my girls and my grandkids, we are all better
for knowing you.. Gone Maybe… Forgotten Never!!!!

Barry Parker - May 22, 2018 at 12:53 AM

“

It was a privilege to have known & interacted with Leo. His character, integrity and
warmth were unmistakable.

Abelard Suarez - May 21, 2018 at 12:52 AM

“

Rest in peace brother, say hello to Scrap Iron for me.

Parris Shepard - May 18, 2018 at 11:57 AM

“

Leo was our first and fast friend when we moved to Port Orchard. Right from the get
go he made me laugh because he talked so fast and switched tracks so quickly he
could make your head spin...but that's why it was so fun to try and keep up with his
thought process. And once you thought about it later you could usually find a golden
message in his conversation. This quirky, rough exterior, Montana boy (homeboy for
me) had the innate ability to teach you new and better ways to look at life and my
world is better for having him in it. I feel very blessed knowing he is one of our
guardian angels and will keep my butt "out of the ditch" from heaven. Lisa told us that
one of the things he always stressed with her was "to always be herself" regardless
of what anyone else thinks. So true and words to live by. He never judged, had a kind
heart and was always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone who needed it. The
world is missing a very unique and special man. Thank you Leo for your friendship
and letting us be parents to Bo on occasion. You will be in hearts forever.

Sonya Jorgensen - May 16, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

Leo, you were great and always helped me and my family whenever needed. We
only trusted you with our family needs in towing. You are on of the kindest men I
have ever met and you always had a big heart.
You will be greatly missed. Rest in peace.....

Janetta - May 16, 2018 at 04:29 PM

“

R.I.P. Leo you are a very good friend love seeing you at the shop of the lamoureux and we
loved your story's and your dog. miss you
John and Donna king - May 30, 2018 at 10:53 PM

“

Leo you will be missed dearly. You were a good man. Always there to help people
out in times of need. Rest in peace my friend.

Bernadene Dunbar - May 16, 2018 at 12:37 PM

“

Leo you will always be missed in this community. You always had a smile on your
face and what a kind hearted man you were always and caring. Lisa so sorry for your
wonderful loss but you know he will be in everyone hearts that knew him.

Erica Weaver - May 16, 2018 at 12:24 PM

“

Leo where do I begin....You were always there for the community and your friends
and family. I will always remember you coming down the road and stopping by and
talking about life, friends and the crazy people. We would hang out and just talk. You
were funny, crazy and your love of life will be missed by me and my family. You gave
without asking for anything in return.....As I sit outside, I will miss you driving by, rest
in peace my friend, Love you....Lori, Mike, JJ, Melinda, Brandon Fisch

Lori Fisch - May 16, 2018 at 12:17 PM

“

Leo,was like son to me,when I moved to Washington to be with my granddaughters
he was always there for me.Will we where there for each other,if he had a tow that
Bo couldn't go he would drop him off at my house,it didn't matter what time he would
open the door and Bo would come to my bedroom and get in the bed with me and
most of the time Aiden .One of the most memberable time was I was shopping at
Alberson and I never lock my car,so Leo need to go without Bo so he saw my car,and
put Bo in the back.He laid down and went to sleep,so when I opened the side door to
put the groceries in Bo jump up and barked and I almost had a heart attached,Leo
thought that was so funny.I have lots of stories for the time I was there,the main one
was if I need him he would be there.I know that you are riding free and have no
pain,just know you left a lot of people with saddnes,because we will not see you,but
you will always be in our hearts.Love you,Betty

Betty Rauenzahn - May 15, 2018 at 11:47 AM

“

Leo was the only person I let tow my cars!!! His love for everyone regardless of their
situation is what our community needs...he never passed judgement on people he
would just give that warm Leo smile!! He's an amazing man that will be truly missed
and forever loved by many!! Rest easy and ride freely my friend!! <3

Tracy - May 15, 2018 at 10:07 AM

“

We will all hopefully see you on the other side again Leo Hovland. I have heard its
our final beautiful resting place. I know you have taken your energy there. All will love
you forever.
All my Love. Marilyn Henson

Marilyn Henson - May 15, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

Leo you will be missed by so many . I remember a day my sons car broke down, I
called super early , really just to leave a MSG for help when he would get to work .
Instead he answered and with in 20 minutes my sons car was safe and at the shop
and Leo relieved what was a stressful situation with some great advice . Lisa and
Leo you were and always will be an amazing duo . Rest in peace Leo

tracey - May 15, 2018 at 01:09 AM

“

Leo where do we start .This guy has been a huge part of our lives. He was always
with a smile and a good razzing (all in fun ) always the huge heart and a light to
many people in our community ! We are a gonna miss him dearly . Say hi to Martha
for me Leo until we meet again someday.

Sarah Schurman Mike Schurman - May 14, 2018 at 10:19 PM

“

Gods speed Leo. I will miss you and most of all so will this community. Dick Berg

Dick Berg - May 14, 2018 at 09:33 PM

“

Leo even though you are up above looking down I miss our 2am be sessions at chico when
you stopped by and you taught me some tricks of the trade I spent 14 1/2 yrs chico and I'm
glad I could call you a friend and fellow tow operator and I'm sure you will have towing to do
up there RIP leo
Lynn bassett - May 14, 2018 at 10:12 PM

“

I still remember the calm afternoon you casually walked into Chico Towing all those years
ago and introduced yourself. I had no idea that this crazy funny wonderful man would
become someone I would call a friend. But you were so much more than that, Leo. When
you came to work with me there at Chico, you changed the whole place. Always a joke,
always a smile, always there to help someone, always a smart ass remark that could get
you into so much trouble. You always supported my decisions, you often helped me to
make those decisions, you taught me so much about the business over the years. Love
you Leo.. and you are missed so very much!
Betty LeFebvre Maples - May 14, 2018 at 11:59 PM

“

Definitely one if the good guys
Barbara may 22, 2018
barbara friehs - May 22, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

5 files added to the album New Album Name

Lisa Hovland - May 14, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

Will miss seeing him around town in his tow truck. Rest in Peace my friend
Robert E Lee - May 14, 2018 at 11:32 PM

“

Leo was my best man at my wedding back in 1988 and I will remember him and hope
Linda is showing him the ropes up in heaven. Leo and my Linda both died of cancer, that I
hope someday they can cure.
Charles Varian - May 15, 2018 at 04:39 AM

“

Leo was such an awesome man. We will miss seeing him and Charlie Brown at the 7-11 on
mile hill getting his coffee and soda! He came to our rescue more than once and was
always very professional, yet unique! A very loving and giving man and always willing to
help out whether on the clock or not! Thanks Leo! Praying for your family in this time of
huge loss.
Jim & Cheryl Larson - June 12, 2018 at 07:55 PM

