Leona Jean Williams
March 10, 1922 - January 11, 2016

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God and everyone that loveth is born of
God and knoweth God...." This verse describes our Mama perfectly. She was an amazing
wife and Mother. Anyone who walked into our home was embraced with a warm and
genuine love and fed with the best baked goods on the planet! Mama baked every single
day while her children were home! She called each of her 9 children "lambs", and each
one is convinced that they are her favorite-- because that is how she made us feel.
Leona Jean (Evens) Williams was the seventh of 10 children born to Emma Camille and
Silas Monroe Evens on March 10, 1922 in Sunnyside Washington. She was preceded in
death by the love of her life E. Jim Williams, and daughters Tania Davis and Marci
Williams Storm, and 6 grandchildren: Jeffrey Risch, Danial & Karissa Davis, David
Jackson, Ashleigh Williams, and Billy Jackson. She is survived by her twin brothers Lloyd
and Floyd Evens; and her children Linda (Bob) Johnston, Jimmy (Nancy) Williams, Karen
(Randy) Risch, Sandy (Steve) Davis, Greg (Rebecca) Williams, Tim (Theresa) Williams,
and Tammy (Jesse) Williams. She was blessed with 25 grandchildren and 40 great
grandchildren and more on the way.
Mama incorporated Jesus into every moment of our daily lives and was the means of each
choosing Him as their personal Savior. She had a quick wit and loved to laugh and make
us laugh, even if it meant starting a food fight with Daddy or standing on her head! Ours
was the "hang-out house" for young people or adults, resulting in noisy games, friends
from church gathering to play & practice instruments, having stimualating conversation,
and lots of sleep-overs, planned or not! She accomplished on a daily basis what it would
take four people to manage, by never sitting down until 10:30-11:00 P.M. when she gave
herself the privilege of sitting down to read.
Mama's ministry extended to her occupation--as a licensed CNA, she served the elderly
with that rare component of unconditional sacrificial love. She was employed at Retsil
Veterans Home and at Harrison Memorial Hospital for many years. At age 76 she was still
dressed in her favorite color, pink, and driving (FAST!) to minister in personal home care--

"the elderly"--some of who were younger in years than herself.
Mama, you will forever be in our hearts and we miss you so much! Love you for always!
We will all see you soon~
A Special Thanks to the loving caregivers that contributed to Mama's comfort in her last
years: Nurses Kathleen, Louise, Adele, Wayne, Luz, Sally; and their assistants VanDo,
Ampie, Steven, Caroline, Paul, Linda, Raddish, and all the others who we have missed
but not forgotten.
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Comments

“

I first met Leona when I was only 16 years old. It was 1978 and Park View Assembly
of God Church was held in the family room of there home on Wildwood Rd. On
Sunday mornings us teenagers would have Sunday school upstairs in Jim and
Leona's bedroom then come down for Pastor Dailey's sermons. Sunday nights after
service there was ALWAYS special dessert time with spread of many different pies,
cookies and delicious sweets. Leona would be buzzing around the kitchen making
sure everyone was served. She was always smiling and making you feel at home.
When I first came to the Williams home I was shy and rarely spoke. Jim Williams put
his arm around me and said,"If your going to be apart of this family you've gotta
speak up. Can't be shy or you'll get passed by." Leona shoved a napkin with a
chocolate chip cookie on it into my hand and whispered, "Its the shy ones who get
the first serving tonight."
She was loving, kind, and loved the Lord with her whole heart. She had a great
smile! She always made you feel like part of the family and wanted...needed.
Love and sympathy to ALL the Williams
Family.
Wanda Houge

Wanda Houge - January 15, 2016 at 09:23 AM

“

Of course it has to start with food! She taught me to cook and bake and to love
having a house full of noise and people. She taught me that family isn't something
you're born into, it's the people who God brings you to love. She taught me the
unfailing love of Christ. The sacrificial love of a mother. She taught me you can live
and thrive through grief. She lived through so much grief. She buried children,
grandchildren, siblings, friends and her husband. I knew her my whole life and I can't
think of a time I ever saw her frown. I saw her cry many times, but even through the
tears she smiled. She understood joy, real joy that comes from the heavenly father.
She spoke openly about her faith and prayed more than anyone I have ever known
but even more than that her life was a constant example of her faith. She carried with
her the presence of the spirit. She was the first person that I really knew loved me
just for me without a doubt. There are so many things I love about her and as I write
this I'm smiling through my tears thinking of her. There is absolutely no doubt in my
mind she is in the presence of the Lord and I will see her again someday. I love you
Grandma and I'll always be your Dolly.

jennifer young - January 14, 2016 at 11:10 PM

“

Pies, cookies, hot fudge, her "French" accent as she poured our tea, fresh
blueberries, grandpa telling her to sit down at dinner while she filled glasses full of
milk and made sure everyone was served. God was a part of almost every
conversation. I see bits of her in each of my aunts and am so blessed by the legacy
she and Grandpa left behind.

Shana Tingey - January 14, 2016 at 09:36 PM

“

Karen, my heart goes out to you and your family. Even though I had never met your
mom, she sounded like an extraordinary person. Someone full of life and
compassion for others. What a wonderful example for us all to follow. I know she is in
heaven rejoicing with our lord Jesus Christ. May God keep you in his loving arms and
give you the support and strength you need.
Mary Hughes

Mary Hughes - January 14, 2016 at 07:49 PM

“

I was practically her kid. I lived at the Williams almost as much as mine. She was
always so kind and she made the best chocolate chip cookies ever. To this day I
can't make them like she did.

Elizabeth Pease Thielen - January 14, 2016 at 07:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Mom & Dad

Mark Rill - January 14, 2016 at 06:02 PM

“

Sue Gehring lit a candle in memory of Leona Jean Williams

Sue Gehring - January 13, 2016 at 09:49 PM

“

It was my privilege to know Mrs. Williams, she had such a sweet and gentle spirit that one
just felt good being around her. I know she will be missed but she has left behind
something that never goes away, and that is love.
Dolly Harris - January 14, 2016 at 07:22 PM

“

A wonderful Lady.. She had a wonderful sense of humor. I know there is a wonderful
reunion in heaven.. She was a wonderful mother, and taught her family love..
Donna Browning - January 14, 2016 at 07:41 PM

