Lerry D. Nelson
February 22, 1959 - April 5, 2018

Lerry Dean Nelson, 59, loving husband and father passed away quietly on April 5th, 2018.
He is survived by his wife (Barbara), two sons and daughter (Jason, Jeremy, and
Jennifer), three grandchildren (Emily, Autumn, and Kali), and great grandchild (Ella). He is
also survived by his parents (Ken and Ethel), his two brother (Ron, Randy), and sister
(Connie), and many nephews and nieces.
Lerry was born on February 22, 1959 in Bozeman, MT to Ken and Ethel Nelson. He was
the big brother to his two brothers, Ron and Randy, and his sister, Connie. In 1997, he
graduated from Fort Collins High School in Colorado and then continued on to Colorado
State University where, in 1982, he graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical
Engineering.
In July of 1982, Lerry was hired by the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, WA. He
would later retire from PSNS in 2014. But it was during his time there where he met his
future wife, Barbara, when she started working for his code in 1984. Even before he
convinced her to go on a date with him, he would tell his co-workers “She’s the one I’m
going to marry.” And that’s exactly what he did in November of 1985 in Big Timber, MT. He
was a loving husband for 32 wonderful years and an amazing father to two sons, Jason
and Jeremy, and a daughter, Jennifer.
Lerry’s first love, besides his wife and family, was woodworking. He loved building wood
projects. Initially, his projects were small, making jewelry and music boxes, Christmas
ornaments, puzzles, and turning bowls and pens on his lathe. But that only satisfied him
for so long. His love for building things grew so large that in 1998, he and his family
moved onto 5 acres in a 22’ RV while he built a house and separate shop. After a couple
of long years and a broken back from falling off the roof, both were complete. He
continued expanding his woodworking endeavors after that by making golf putters and
building furniture like rocking chairs, dining room tables, and entertainment centers,
basically whatever his family ordered from Lerry’s wood shop. Amazingly enough,
somewhere in-between filling those orders, he found time to build a drift boat… a very

large, but beautiful, drift boat.
The drift boat also helped fill one of his other passions he had in life, fishing. He loved to
float and fly fish on the rivers, especially the Yellowstone River. He even tied his own flies.
He couldn’t fish enough. One of the first things he did after he retired was buy a new boat.
He loved to take his boat out on the sound every chance he could and would fish, crab,
shrimp or just enjoy the day out on the water. Other than being in his garden or maybe
kicking some butt in a board game, there wasn’t much else that made him happier than
spending time on the boat with his family and friends.
Lerry had a big heart and loved doing things for his family and friends. If you needed him,
he was there. He truly was an amazing, generous, and loving man. He will be missed by
everyone who was lucky enough to know him. The best of us always leave too soon and
he was by far the best of us.
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Jennifer - May 16, 2018 at 09:53 AM

“

What to say about a man who would do more than just give you the shirt off his back.
Who never judged you or looked down on you for things you have or have not done.
A man whose heart and caring personality came through with everything he did. Who
could comfort you with a kind word or just sit in silence working on a project and
listening to a game.
You could show up out of the blue and walk into the garage and see a new and
amazing project and talk about the day’s events big or small. A man who would
spend all day trying to help you catch a fish even if you lost 1 or 2 of his fishing lures.
Never a harsh word or unkind act. So talented in so many ways in life.
You call him DAD, friend, son, grandpa, brother. He fit into so many areas and hearts
one title is not enough, and a hundred pages would only be the start of what you
could say about him. I know I would not be the person I am without him. I am so
blessed to have been a part of his family/life.
I will miss him every day.
Love you, Jason (son)

Jason - May 15, 2018 at 03:00 PM

“

It is a very difficult thing to lose a child. Not supposed to happen. But, God works in
mysterious ways and it is not for us to question his reasons.
Lerry was a wonderful son. Never really caused any trouble and always actively
participated in what ever we might want to do. We have treasured memories of
camping, fishing, baseball, softball, Bronco games, family reunions and many more.
Those help to fill the hole in our heart.
Lerry was a Mechanical Engineer and a good one. He had that mindset from early in
life. If something was broke, Lerry could usually find a way to fix it. He had great skill
in building things. Whether it was his house, a rocking chair for Grandma, a float
boat, a toy for a grandchild. nephew or niece, or a small woodworking project, it was
always professionally done with love and affection. He loved his family and especially
loved little children.
We miss him terribly, but know he is in a good place. We will look forward to joining
him there at some future date.
Ken & Ethel Nelson

Ken Nelson (Father) - May 08, 2018 at 01:09 PM

“
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Jennifer - May 03, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Lerry thank for your kindness and generosity. You are truely missed. All my love,
thoughts and prayers for the Nelson/Bricks family.

Antonio Grilli - April 20, 2018 at 10:34 PM

“

Lerry will be truly missed...he was my best friend. I worked next to him at work in PY
Design. He was a great engineer...trusted, reliable, easy going, dedicated, smart and
had common sense. We went on a lot of shipchecks together and had a blast. He
was an On-Site-Rep in Sasebo while I was working there when 9-11 occurred. All
base gates were secured and we were stuck together.
He was my design golf league partner...a lot of fun to play with and cool under
pressure. He was our design softball team coach (Coach Nelson)...scorekeeper's
rule was "no errors against the coach and the husband"!
Lerry always invited me to go or play in numerous events whether it was fishing,
crabbing, baseball, hockey and others. Julia and I were always invited to dinner, play
cards, birthdays.
Lerry was a talented woodworker...He made tons of stuff for me...cribbage board,
numerous nick knacks, trays, Gatling gun, pens and my most memorable business
card holder. When making the business card holder, he used a Brazilian Rosewood
that he found out that he was allergic to. He broke out all over his chest, arms and
hands!
Our families travelled together to Las Vegas, Hoover Dam and Grand Canyon...very
memorable trips.
Lerry was always there to help me in need...working on the house, cutting down
trees in my yard, hauling things away, moving household goods from one
apartment/house to another, you name it. He was always there to help, no matter
how busy he was. When I was away for work, he was there to help Julia.
I planned on spending a lot of time with him upon retirement...I truly regret not
spending more time with him earlier. Lerry will be missed...
Bill & Julia Nagami

Bill & Julia Nagami - April 19, 2018 at 11:38 AM

“

I have been so blessed to have Barb and Larry in are lives as we used to have
weekends of fun !! Playing board games and having beer and pizza.. He was so
special and always so fun to be with.. Gil and i will miss him so much!!

Debbie Key - April 14, 2018 at 07:46 PM

“

Jeff and I have treasured our friendship with Lerry! Jeff and Lerry worked in the
shipyard together years ago. They, also, enjoyed the love of fishing and were looking
forward to the fishing season this year. We had so much fun with Lerry and Barb
when they took us to a Seattle Thunderbird hockey game. We loved Lerry and will
miss him greatly!
We send our condolences to his family. He was an amazing man!!!!
Jeff and Teresa Fugier

Teresa Fugier - April 12, 2018 at 10:17 PM

“

We were saddened to hear of Lerry’s passing. Our prayers and thoughts are with the
family. Bruce and Vicki Yoder
Victoria Yoder - April 14, 2018 at 02:32 PM

“

We are Blessed to be part of Lerry's family. He was talented, as well as a wonderful man. I
first met Lerry when I was living with my sister Barbara. He was going on a ship check that
week and I found out that he would be on the boat with my future husband. He didn't really
know me but I asked if he would deliver a package to him. Because he loved my sister so
much he took the package with him. Tracked down JD (now Hubby) even though he didn't
know him or had met him and delivered the package. Awesome guy. Over the years he has
made gifts for us out of wood. One was a gift for my husband. A pen. Looks cool. Surprised
to find that it was made of Scotch Bloom. Never liked the plant, too scratchy and nothing
but a weed but Lerry made a beautiful pen. Like I said very talented. I can't say enough
about my brother-I-law. I struggle to understand his leaving but he is with our Heavenly
Father. We will miss him. A huge loss to our family.
Sharlene Plunkett - May 10, 2018 at 12:02 PM

