Linda Viola Collins
September 26, 1952 - April 18, 2020

Linda Viola Collins
Graced our lives from September 26, 1952 to April 18, 2020.
She was born in Gooding, Idaho and spent her childhood in many different states.
She attended John R Rogers High School in Spokane Washington and later earned her
GED.
She also attended College in Washington studying welding and law.
One of her significant accomplishments was being a part of the team that started the DWI
Victims Panel in Kitsap County.
She was a born caregiver with a big heart, that always had a big smile. She embodied a
generous spirit, If you said you liked something, she would literally take it off and give it to
you.
Linda's favorite activity was being with family, at barbecues, picnics, birthdays, outings,
anywhere she was surrounded by her family and children.
Her hobbies included beading, jewelry making, and gardening. She was surround be
plants that reflected her love for all colors of the rainbow. She thought of herself as a
beatnik, but her family would say a flower child of the sixties.
She was preceded in death by her Father Ray Lloyd Collins, Mother Mary Elizabeth
Strand, and brother Donnie Collins
And survived by Sister Kathey Douglas, and brothers Charlie Collins,and Steven Collins
Children Rose Gallagher, Harry" Charley" Matson Jr. , Tommy Matson,and numerous
grandchildren , and great grandchildren.
She had so many others ,those she adopted into her heart and life when they walked
through her door.
She never knew a stranger and was loved by all so every memory of her includes her love
for others, generosity and kindness.

Comments

“

Linda became a second Mom to me when I was 14. I met Rosie at school and we
found out we shared a birthday and we've been sisters ever since. Linda not only let
me into her home and her heart but also her family. I have so many great memories
from back then and through the years. I can remember coming home for a visit when
I lived in Iowa. I had chopped my hair off and it was super short. When I got to
Rosie's Mom said hi and gave me a hug and kiss but barely talked to me and then
left. Later, I found out she didn't feel like it was the real me because I have always
had long hair. She said I looked "all business". The next year I came back and my
hair was longer she gave me a huge hug and said, "there you are". She could make
me laugh. I am so glad I came back to Washington when I did. The last three years
have given me the opportunity to get close to her again. Patrick and I would visit here
almost every day for about a year and then at least once or twice a week after that.
I've read most of the beautiful memories people have written. Linda was everything
they've said and more. She was a beautiful person, funny, sweet, loving, a great
hugger, one of the kindest people I know, and she would cut off her arm for you if she
thought it could help you. And her unwavering love for her family (blood or adopted
into the family). If you were family to Linda and someone hurt you.....watch out!!!
Linda would fight for you tooth and nail. She had a strong soul, a huge heart, a
beautiful smile, a great sense of humor, and I loved her so much. I miss her. She was
our biggest supporter and cheerleader of the wedding. She never said one negative
thing or questioned it. She said how excited she was for us and how magical it was
that we found each other again after all these years. I love you Mom. I miss you. I
know you are watching over all of us. Thank you for who you were to us and how you
made each of us feel special.

Sandy - May 20 at 10:59 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Beth - May 03 at 12:46 PM

“

Ohh aunt linda my favorite aunt!! She was an amazing woman full of love and joy.
She could brighten up a room with just her smile. She was 100% a old time hippie.
She loved to sing, dance, garden, do arts and crafts and jewelry making. But the
thing she loved most of all was her family and friends. Me and her spent alot of time
together when i was growing up. We would garden and play dress up. I remember

when i was little she put these sparkly rainbow black boots on me and my mom
thought they were awful, but me and her did not care we would put on the most
rediculas clothes and rock the look. Every time i saw her she would say " Theres my
miss Maddie" then she would give me the biggest kiss on my cheek and give me the
warmest hugs. I wish i can turn back time just to get one more big hug. Her being
gone is still unreal. God has given aunt linda her wings. She will always be with us,
watching over us for now untill we meet again. RIP Aunt Linda I Love You
Madison walker - May 02 at 07:27 PM

“

My grandmother is the most beautiful and amazing soul I have ever known. As many
people have said she would give you absolutely anything she could even the shirt off
her back. Growing up she always had a new trinket or toy for us kids but what I'll hold
closest are the memories. She will forever remain a part of who I am and will never
be forgotten. I remember so many amazing stories of my grandma and I been
goofballs and just loving each other to pieces. Every time I was with or talking to her
she put a smile on my face and a warm feeling in my heart that stayed for days and
I'll always cherish our time together.

Hailey Matson - April 29 at 01:06 PM

“

Linda was not just my cousin , she was like a big sister to me my whole life...she
came to our home in CA when I was 6 years old and I showed her my world . I had
been to her home many times before that of course but when she came to CA we
really became close . Even though she was a little older than me that never mattered
, she would open her door and her heart to me any time of the day or night . I lived
with her several times over the years and we shared many ups and downs ! I could
always count on her to be in my corner or for a hug when I needed one or a shoulder
to cry on . She would listen no matter what I said and she was never judgemental ,
she would offer a unique point of view that was always positive , loving and kind ,
even if she had to kick me in the pants sometimes . Linda was a free spirit , loving
and kind to all...the only woman I know that could've pulled off the life she led....I will
miss her every day until we meet again. ! And I will never forget her ....Love you
always and forever cuz

Rose Gremillion - April 26 at 03:49 AM

“

I have many memories with aunt nanny Linda that i wouldn't change for the world.
She was by far the easiest person to talk to and she had advice to share as well. Her
hugs were the best, you could feel all the love when she hugged you. I remember
being in Longview and aunt nanny linda walking out to her storage shed, i walked
with her just to chat. When she opened that door all i saw was betty boop. Betty boop
was everywhere, she turned and saw the look on my face, and said "yes i love Betty

boop" biggest smile across her face. I couldnt have asked for a better person to have
been in my life.
Jamie Gonzalez - April 25 at 02:59 PM

“

Linda was my dearest closest friend. She had a heart as big as the universe. When
we met it was instant friendship. We had 31 years of friendship and I wouldn't
change it for the world. She was grandma to my kids and auntie to the rest of our
family. She was there for me when I lost my mom, my dad, my niece. I was there for
her family losses as well. We supported each other through the years. We lived
together, we took care of each other and our friendship was as if we were sisters. I
love her family and she loved mine. I am devastated by her passing. We talked
almost weekly and never did I think she would be gone just like that. I am sure she is
with all of those who have gone before her and I am sure each and everyone of them
have a smile on their face because of her presents. She loved life, loved her family
and friends and as others have said she would do anything asked of her and would
give you the shirt off her back. She would go without to make sure someone else
was comfortable. She believed in God and was very spiritual. She will never be
forgotten, ever. Every time I think about her even though I could cry, I will smile and
remember she is in a better place and with many who loved her as we all do.

Linda Rose - April 25 at 02:47 PM

“

As with most people Aunt Linda was kind to me from the 1st day I met her. I have
been married to her nephew, Jeremy, for 13 years and cannot remember one time
when she wasn't smiling when our eyes met. It was almost guaranteed to see her at
family gatherings. She let it be known that her love for family and friends motivated
her to always be there. The Collins family is a huge family and no gathering is small.
Whenever I would attend a family function Aunt Linda wasn't typically the 1st person
I was able to greet in fact she was always almost last. I loved it this way. She knew I
was making my way to her. She would patiently wait and we would smile across the
room at each other. When I would finally make it to her we would both have a bigger
smile and hug. I loved seeing her last because I could hug her the longest. I had
greeted everyone else so this moment was never rushed and always just ours. I
have no idea if she knew how much it meant to me to be the last one I hugged but I
sorely miss it now. I do know she knew I loved to hug her though. You're forever
loved and missed Aunt Linda.

Teresa Collins (Niece) - April 25 at 11:19 AM

“

Linda was a very sweet, kind lady. She would make cute jewelry for my little
granddaughter, Rose (named after her Aunt Rosie). We enjoyed when she joined our
family celebrations in the park. She didn’t have a lot but she shared what she had
with those less fortunate. Her presence will be greatly missed. Sending my
condolences to her family & friends.

Julie Hanenkrat - April 24 at 03:16 PM

“

I rember when aunt linda and I would talk and talk Its been hard not having her here
but the memories I will keep forever. Missing Aunt Linda

Natalie - April 24 at 02:57 PM

“

Please share your memories of your mom, Grandma,Auntie,sister.

Angala Torresin - April 24 at 12:03 PM

