Lisa Gale Burgess
May 8, 1963 - February 20, 2017

Lisa Gale Burgess, age 53, passed away on February 20, 2017 in Chesapeake, Virginia.
She was born at Madigan Army Hospital in Tacoma, Washington on May 8, 1963 to
Captain Jack and Patricia Coleman. After moving around the US while in the USAF, Lisa’s
family returned to Washington where she attended South Kitsap High school in Port
Orchard and graduated in 1981. In her senior year, she met and began dating her future
husband of 31 years, David Burgess. Both Lisa and David attended the University of
Washington in Seattle where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1985.
They were married January 4, 1986, and had three children: Alexander, Christopher, and
Caitlin Burgess, who were her pride and joy. Lisa is survived by her husband David, her
children Alex, Chris and Caitlin, her brother David Coleman, and her granddaughter who
is due in June of this year.
Lisa created a loving environment for her family and friends with her selfless service and
devotion to others throughout her life. As an Air Force spouse who was swept up into a
world of service, sacrifice, and diplomacy, Lisa overcame her natural shyness to become a
mentor, roll model, and leader in her communities. She followed her husband to live an
adventure of living in 10 different states and spending 14 years overseas in three
countries, yet never complained about the challenges and difficulties that came with the
military lifestyle. In the years of raising her children, Lisa continued to reach out of her
beyond herself to serve as an assistant high school track and field coach, helping to guide
the team to claim consecutive European Championships. As she did for her own children,
she developed an understanding for the children she coached and met by inspiring them
to reach beyond themselves. This ability to touch others, to help them reach their fullest
potential no matter how challenging, became a priority in her life that people will always
remember her for.
In her spare time, Lisa enjoyed being a part of military wives and spouses groups
throughout the years. She was skilled in quilting, basket-weaving, gardening, sewing and
scrapbooking, and these projects frequently became cherished gifts to close friends and
loved ones. She was an avid reader and truly enjoyed the comforting days of spending

time with her family during the holidays, attending her kids’ sporting events, and snowdays around the world. Her proudest achievement was in raising three worldly and
wonderfully rounded children with the same sense of family values and service to others.
In lieu of flowers, we ask that you make a donation in Lisa’s memory to either of the
following organizations: Seattle Children’s Hospital
(https://giveto.seattlechildrens.org/changealife) or the Fisher House Foundation
(https://donate.fisherhouse.org/default.aspx?tsid=3147).
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Comments

“

From the Housing Section in CDJ USC, our deepest condolences to Catalina, Peter
and the Burgess family, we are still in aw for this sad news. May God give you the
comfort and peace you need on this difficult time.
A big hug for you

Abril Zamarron - March 22, 2017 at 06:11 PM

“

Dear Dave and Family
We are so stunned by the sudden loss of Lisa. She will always be remembered as
someone with a ready smile, positive outlook and the patience of a saint! I enjoyed
our time together at XC and track - her dedication was amazing. We laughed and
had such a good time in each other's company - even across the miles - we could
laugh together. I valued her friendship and I will miss her calm words of advice and
perspective on so many things. May you find comfort in her memory and in the
prayers and thoughts from those who knew her. Love and hugs to you.
The McGuinness Family ~ Lisa, Mike, Kelleen and Brian

Lisa - March 16, 2017 at 08:07 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Lisa Gale Burgess.

March 14, 2017 at 08:38 PM

“

Peter, I was so shocked and upset to hear about Lisa's death. I'm so sorry you have
to walk this path. I cannot come to the memorial service, but I will be thinking of you
and your family. I think the last time I saw you was at your wedding. Best wishes to
you in the future. Let your faith, family and friends comfort you. Alison Barrett
Johnson

Alison Barrett Johnson - March 07, 2017 at 11:22 PM

“

Mr. Burgess my deepest sympathies go out to you and your family. May God give
you the comfort and peace that you seek and may the soul of your loved one rest in
peace.

Miriam Murguia - March 06, 2017 at 08:54 AM

“

Dave receive a big hug from me and my family. I wish you were here in CDJ to give it
personally.

Yuridia Armendariz - March 06, 2017 at 08:42 AM

“

Heartfelt condolences Dave, Alex, Chris and Caitlin and to all who knew and loved
Lisa. She was a ray of sunshine. I remember fun times in Stuttgart working with her
on different committees as we prepared our seniors for graduation. Holding you all
close in prayer during this difficult time and praying that your journey be gentle. A life
taken too soon, may she rest in peace. Much love, Cami Baer

Cami Baer - March 06, 2017 at 07:32 AM

“

We looked forward every year at Christmas time, to the surprise package that Lisa
would sent with gifts from all over the world. Though we didn't see her often, she
always remembered us and honored us with her presents. David, Alex, Chris and
Catelyn we hold you in our prayers.
From Mary and Ralph Boroughs (grandparents/ great grandparents)

Zoe Boroughs Fechner - March 03, 2017 at 06:15 PM

“

Lisa and Dave made life in Ankara, Turkey, better for everyone in the small military
and diplomatic community. Lisa's spirit and joy in life is truly unforgettable.

Dave Knack - March 03, 2017 at 02:52 PM

“

Lisa was unfailingly kind and welcoming. I am thankful to have met her when we
were both posted in Juarez with our foreign service officer husbands. She was a
friendly, reassuring, and understanding presence as I adjusted to this life and I am
thankful to have known her. My deepest condolences to her family. I never met her
children but felt as if I had; she spoke so lovingly of them. May she rest in peace.

Kristin Calderon - March 03, 2017 at 02:25 PM

“

Steve and I met Lisa through Dave while we were all in Germany and Lisa was
welcoming and great fun to talk with especially about travel and the fun places we
had been and all the exciting places we wanted to travel to next. It was always fun to
see Lisa and Dave interact; Dave the Professor and Lisa the one that slyly brought
those big ideas down to earth. Lisa was such a nice person and we will miss her but
will keep her in our memories. Dave we love you and Alex and Chris and Caitlin we
are thinking of you at such a difficult time.
Candace and Steve

Candace - March 03, 2017 at 06:15 AM

“

I met Lisa and Dave through my husband Gus Burnside. We bonded immediately.
Lisa was a wonderfully kind person who accepted me into the AFRICOM family
without hesitation. We were so looking forward to having them on the east coast and
being able to spend time with them. We will have our memories of our time together
in Stuttgart, Germany. Dave, we love you and promise to be there for you. Our hearts
ache for Alex, Chris and Caitlin to have lost their mother so young and unexpectedly.
Lisa, you will always be in our hearts.
Love, Michelle and Gus Burnside

Michelle Gus Burnside - March 02, 2017 at 07:34 AM

“

Lisa was a devoted mother and her children will be her legacy. They are so young to
lose their mother and my heart hurts for their pain. A prayer for David, Alex, Chris,
and Caitlin from the BCP pg 489.
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort : Deal graciously, we pray
thee, with all those who mourn, that casting every care on thee, they may know the
consolation of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Elizabeth Burgess - March 02, 2017 at 12:25 AM

“

David and family, I am very sorry for your loss.
I first met Lisa in junior high when we were in band togther. Though our lives have
taken different paths, I have thought of you both often. Kathie Walsh

kathie walsh - March 01, 2017 at 09:40 PM

“

Peter, so sorry to hear of your loss. I'm sorry I cannot make it to the memorial service. I
think the last time I saw you was at your wedding. Take care of yourself. Let your faith,
family and friends comfort you.
Alison Barrett Johnson - March 07, 2017 at 11:07 PM

