Michael Robert Licari
January 9, 1949 - May 1, 2018

Michael (Mike) R. Licari was born 69 years ago in Brooklyn, New York. He passed away
peacefully at Harrison Medical surrounded by his family on May 01, 2018. The eldest of
eight children born to Valentino and Betty (Goldstein) Licari, Michael grew up in Jamaica
Queens, NY where he attended school and was heavily involved in baseball and
basketball. He elected to postpone his entry into St. Johns University to enlist in the US
Army and serve his country in Viet Nam from 1968-69 and 1970-71. A member of G
Company 75th Airborne Ranger Regiment Mr. Licari went on to honor his fellow comrades
by dedicating his time and service through the Veterans of Foreign War (VFW Post #2669
– Port Orchard, WA).
Michael is survived by his wife Michelle (McOmber) of 25 years, two sons Michael G.
Licari (MyLady) (Orlando, FL) and Christopher A. Licari (Kelly) (Setauket, NY) and five
grandchildren who were the joy of his life. He is also survived by two stepchildren
Jeremiah J. (Tracie) LeBlanc (Poulsbo, WA) and Rikki L. LeBlanc (Port Orchard, WA).
Michael’s surviving siblings are Valerie Licari McIntyre (Auburn, NY), Maria “Theresa”
Licari Bretschneider and Dennis Licari-Folino both of Syracuse, NY. Proceeding him in
death were his mother Betty (2015) and father Val (2017) along with three brothers Vito
(1999), Dominick (2001), and Steven (2007).
Enjoying family and friends was Mike’s idea of a good time. He shared memories of his
early days of times spent with his siblings on family outings and working on cars and
racing with his father in Freeport Long Island. He continued to be passionate about racing,
especially NASCAR, “way to go Jeff Gordon” and spent many hours watching his favorite
pastime on Sunday afternoons. Another passion of Mike’s was bowling, and he was most
proud of his perfect 300 game on NOV. 10, 2003 @ Hi Joy Bowl in Port Orchard. Bowling
even played a role in Mike and Michelle meeting in 1990 in Fort Lauderdale, FL, now
that’s a funny story.
Moving cross-country to Western Washington in 1995 settling in Port Orchard Michael and
his family became active in the community. You could often find him helping a friend repair

a car or boat motor. He loved the water enjoying time fishing and crabbing but, he LOVED
camping. In recent years many wonderful adventures were had exploring State Parks
outside of Kitsap County.
Mike’s GREATEST passion, besides his family, was his time and dedication to helping
others through his involvement with the VFW. Creating an annual fundraiser (2011-17),
Bowling for Veterans, benefitting local Veteran families providing holiday meals and
blessing their children with gifts at Christmas, this brought him much joy. Mike was
recently elected VFW Post #2669 Commander yet passed before being sworn into office.
We are certain that his legacy of service will live on.
Michael’s life and service to his country will be honored by his burial at Tahoma National
Cemetery in Kent, WA on Friday, June 29th @ 12:30pm. A Celebration of Life will be held
at Fred Needham VFW Post #2669 Port Orchard, WA Saturday, June 30th beginning at
3pm.

Comments

“

Michael has been my neighbor for 10 years or so. I would be outside my garage
doing whatever and Michael would come out and and say (in that Brooklyn accent)
"hey Harvey whatca doin". I miss that. I have been out there working and keep
waiting to hear that. When i heard him say that Michael was always ready to lend a
hand.
Michael is the type of person that would give you his shirt off his back, He watched
over our neighborhood like a mother bear watching over her cubs. Michael is a great
friend, outstanding neighbor, a damn fine patriot.
As we say in the Navy, Rest your oars Sailor the Lord has taken over, we now have
the watch.
Love you Mike.

Walter Harvey - June 25, 2018 at 12:42 PM

“

Mike and I would have so much fun teasing each each other when we worked
together sheetrocking. I wished he didn't move so far away. I missed him then and
now I'll miss him more. R.I.P cuz

Ronnie Licari - June 09, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

Valerie lit a candle in memory of Michael Robert Licari

Valerie - June 08, 2018 at 06:40 PM

“

I have so many memories that it’s taken all this time and I know I still can’t put them
into words. Wow, share a memory...at this point I would like to be a smart ass and
talk about squirrels and chipmunks and wildlife but that just doesn’t feel appropriate
which is why it took me so long to comment, although he wouldn’t have expected
anything less then me joking about the baby squirrel he tried to help. What can I say
as I am now sitting here trying to process this world. Mike was a good guy with a
great heart. I First met Mike and Michelle Licari when they started camping at the
park I managed. They stepped in and helped us out big time at the last minute when
I needed a volunteer and camp host. They made my 50th Birthday so special at my
park after all the job cuts and I had to relocate but chose to spend my Birthday there
at Manchester. We later went on a great camping trip with Mike and Michelle. Love to
you Michelle and Ricki
God bless you Mike Rest In Peace

Cathy Eden - May 30, 2018 at 12:27 AM

“

Angela Johnson lit a candle in memory of Michael Robert Licari

Angela Johnson - May 28, 2018 at 08:39 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Mike’s passing. I grieve with the family and pray God’s comfort
on Michelle. Blessings from Rich and Beth Chwaszczewski

Rich Chwaszczewski - May 11, 2018 at 10:56 AM

“

I've known Mike for about twenty years.(We met at Hi Joy Bowl) I bowled with him
and against him and it was always fun. Mike went with my Son, Daughter and
Grandson to the ABC and USBC National bowling tournaments in Reno and Las
Vegas.Mike also helped me with my old car. (I helped him actually) It was something
we both enjoyed.
(most of the time.) We spent many days over the years in my garage, enjoying each
others company. Over the last few years Mike got interested in golf and with all his
medical problems He still enjoyed the game.Mike and Michelle became a part of our
extended family.Mike was instrumental in getting my father-in-laws World War II
metals.
My family and I will miss Mike, We loved him. May God rest his soul.
Nick Blair Sr.

Nick Blair Sr - May 10, 2018 at 08:53 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Valerie - May 10, 2018 at 01:07 AM

“

I'll never forget how Mike always helped out, he had the largest heart, and such a fun
loving personality. The way he always dove in head first and his dedication to friends,
family, and fellow brothers in arms was inspiring! His work at the VFW an example to
look up to.
I'll never forget first meeting him when he worked on boats for my father at his shop
and the way he watched out for me, like my dads 2nd set of eyes lol, when I was still
a teenager, or how he always greeted me with that new York accent, "Hey doll, how
you doing lately."
Such a sweet, kind, loving, big hearted man, I will miss him dearly.
R.I.P. Mike, the cherry blossoms will forever bloom for you.

Becky Liles - May 09, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

The last time I saw my cousin Michael was when he returned from Vietnam Nam.
As children we grew up very close , all living in the same building . Our Grandparents
lived across the street from us , we shared many happy times there .
Though I hadn’t seen Michael , I thought of him often . There were four of us who
were born within a few months of each other . I believe Michael was January, I’m
February, cousin Alfred in March and cousin Douglas in May. Three out of the four
lived in the same building. I love all of my cousins and am saddened by the loss of
Michael .May he Rest In Peace.

Angela Lydia Rogalski - May 09, 2018 at 07:31 PM

“

I vividly remember the first time he came home from his tour in Vietnam. Michael was
larger than life. His crisp uniform, the shine on his shoes, his cap, his duffel bag,
everything about him made me the proudest sister ever! Just an amazing feeling that
will never leave me. R.I.P. my brother. I love you

Valerie - May 09, 2018 at 06:45 PM

“

Valerie lit a candle in memory of Michael Robert Licari

Valerie - May 09, 2018 at 06:39 PM

