Michael Dominic McInnis
November 10, 1951 - November 7, 2019

Marine, Husband, Daddy, Papa.
Early in the morning on Thursday, November 7th, Mike McInnis passed away in his sleep.
He was three days shy of turning 68.
Born November 10th, 1951, Mike shared his birthday with the United States Marine Corps.
He was born in Seattle, Washington, grew up in Alderwood Manor, and shortly after his
graduation from Meadowdale High School, he joined the Marines. He was in the service
for eight years, but once a Marine, always a Marine. He would always stop and shake the
hands of fellow Marines, having long conversations with them, sometimes to the chagrin
of whoever was out and about with him.
In June 1981, his cousin introduced him to Mary Van Hise. Three weeks later they were
engaged, less than a year later they married, and for 37 years their marriage provided the
solid foundation and example for their children to model their lives upon. In 1990, his first
daughter Karen was born. Her birth being so close to Christmas, and him being such a
new dad, he signed his first Christmas gift to her as “To Karen, from Mike.” That was the
start of a long tradition of dad jokes.
For 35 years, Mike worked as a wireless communications engineer at Boeing. He took
pride in his work, and was always inventing things that he submitted for Boeing patents.
No matter what his family said, they could not get him to retire. He loved his job so much.
He was the best dad in the world. He put up with a household full of women—including all
the animals! He had the patience of a saint, and never raised his voice in anger. He went
skiing with his younger daughter Colleen every winter, volunteered at Panther Day Camp
(for type 1 diabetics) for nearly 20 years, and was always up for treating his older daughter
Karen to the latest and greatest action movies. He and Karen loved the same books, and
frequently traded copies or gave each other recommendations.
In September 2012, Mike became a grandfather. This, after so many years, was the role

he was born for. He became Papa—the man, the myth, the legend. Projects around the
house languished in favor of spending every possible second with Rylee, the apple of his
eye. She had him wrapped around her tiny little fingers the moment she was born. Papa
was her favorite person, and he would do anything Rylee asked.
The night before his passing, Rylee was playing “school” with him and assigned him some
homework. When grading it, she gave him a big fat F. Papa took a pen and changed his
grade to an A, and Rylee was so mad! Another piece of homework later, though, she gave
him an A+ on her own. Papa would always play with her, and often made up new games
to entertain her.
When his daughter Colleen was in elementary school, she would come home and recite
her Bible memory work to him. The persistence paid off, and on October 6th, 2002, Mike
McInnis was baptized into the saving grace of Jesus Christ. That knowledge brings his
survivors an abundant measure of comfort in this chaos of unwanted grief and pain.
He is gone too soon for our human hearts to understand. Our comfort comes from
knowing he has Eternal Life in the arms of Jesus Christ. It’s just a matter of time before we
see, kiss, and hug him again.
“For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” — Philippians 1:21
Mike is preceded in death by his parents Paul and Albena, newly discovered older brother
Richard, aunt Millie, and uncle Russ.
Mike is survived by his wife Mary, daughters Karen and Colleen, granddaughter Rylee,
brothers Jerry and Dennis, sister Shelley, and many nieces and nephews.
His interment will take place at Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent, WA, at 9:30 AM on
November 20th. A memorial service and reception will follow at 1:00 PM at Bethany
Lutheran Church in Port Orchard.

Events
NOV
20

Graveside Service 10:00AM - 10:30AM
Tahoma National Cemetery
18600 SE 240th St, Kent, WA, US, 98042

NOV
20

Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Bethany Luthran Church
151 Tremont St, Port Orchard, WA, US

Comments

“

I just found out about Mike's passing yesterday from another former colleague at
Boeing. I am shocked and saddened as well. Mike was so, so brilliant. I'm not
surprised he was working on a patent. He was one of the few engineers who actually
did true scientific, math based engineering. It was also obvious to all who knew him
that he was a man of high principles, and always so kind, humble, and generous with
time and talent. I never saw him angry at anyone. He made you better by just being
in the same room with him. It was my privilege to know him for 25 years. My deepest
condolences to his family.

Walt Anderson - January 10 at 07:12 AM

“

Dear Mary,
I am deeply saddened about your loss. I have known Mike and worked with him for
the past 15 years. He was brilliant, creative, and the most honest person I have ever
worked with. As you know he was working on RFID technologies and wireless
systems. I shared several projects with him and this year we wrote a patent
application together that was accepted a day before he passed away. So sad!
I am located in St. Louis, MO and this is the reason I an unable to attend his
memorial event and I really apologize for that. I looked through your beautiful family
pictures and read the script about his life. He will be in heaven and I am sure he has
left a legacy that will never be forgotten.
I know you haven't met me but if you ever need a contact inside Boeing, feel free to
contact me at any time. When that patent comes, I would like to contact you and
share a moment in his memory.
Best Regards,
Al Salour, Ph.D. "Mike's long time friend at Boeing"
Technical Fellow
Boeing Research & Technology
al.salour@boeing.com
Office: 314-232-1743
Mobile: 314-619-8526

Al Salour - November 20, 2019 at 03:43 PM

“

I find in life some of the coolest people as we pass thru life. Well mike was one of
thoughts people. To me he was even tempered he was very good with his family. His
family supported him so much. I only wish I could have gotten to know him better. He
will be missed. God be with him as he rest.

Angela Garner - November 19, 2019 at 07:21 PM

“

To the McInnis Family,
I was so shocked and sad to hear the news about Mike. He was the most gentle man
I have ever met. It was an honor to work with him in the DNI group, way back when. I
learned a lot from him. The only thing I can think of is the Lord is preparing his Angel
soldiers and Mike was one of the lucky ones selected for His service. I pray for peace
and comfort in this time of great loss. God bless you all.
Anna Viveros-Bangham

Anna Bangham - November 18, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

Dear Mary, I am so shocked and sorry to hear that Mike is gone. We had just
recently begun to correspond via Facebook messaging, and I just ‘knew’ we would
continue getting to know each other in the coming years. My heartfelt condolences fly
to you and your family. May love carry you through your grief and loss.
With love to you all,
Susan McInnis

Susan McInnis - November 18, 2019 at 11:50 AM

“

Mary, Although I know you only minimally through PAL, I want to send my
condolences to you and your family. I can only imagine the feeling you are all
experiencing through this difficult and confusing time. To lose a loved one so
unexpectedly and at such a young age has to be shocking. I know the grace of God
will carry you through to the day when you will all be reunited. All of my deepest
sympathies to you all.
Juliette Becker

JULIETTE BECKER - November 18, 2019 at 09:39 AM

“

Mary, Karen, Colleen and Rylee, I wish I had the words to take away your pain. I
can’t imagine what you are going through. I do know that leaning on god will help in
the days, weeks and years to come. Mike was a wonderful man, he was always kind
to everyone he met. I remember when he was baptized, what a glorious day! Mary
your guys marriage is one to achieve to be like. I’m am so sorry that he is gone, god
had a better place for him and we will all join him soon at the feet of the Lord. Love
all of you Kelly Kammer

Kelly Kammer - November 15, 2019 at 12:29 PM

