Michael Richard Norris
March 4, 1942 - March 25, 2021

Michael Richard (Mike) Norris passed away peacefully on March 25, 2021.
The only child of Richard Norris and Rose Horky Norris, Mike was born in Omaha,
Nebraska on March 4, 1942. The son of a railroad engineer, Mike lived in many places in
his youth, including Denver, Colorado (where he was baptized at Annunciation Catholic
Church) and Rawlings, Wyoming, before settling back in Omaha, where he graduated
from Omaha North High School. He attended Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois,
and earned a bachelors’ degree in mechanical engineering in 1965.
Upon graduation, Mike moved to Seattle, Washington, where he joined the Boeing
Airplane Company as a mechanical engineer. He met his future wife, Jacquelyn (Jackie)
Schille, while they were both working at Boeing, and they were married on September 19,
1969 in Seattle.
In July of 1970, Mike took a position as an industrial engineer with the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard (PSNS) in Bremerton, Washington, a job that he held proudly until his retirement
at the age of sixty in August 2002. The following June, Mike and Jackie moved from their
home in West Seattle to the Kitsap County community of Manchester, where they lived
together until his death. While at PSNS, Mike also completed his Master of Business
Administration at Pacific Lutheran University in Parkland, Washington.
Mike had many hobbies, including a great love of cars and the history of automobiles. For
half a century he diligently maintained a 1968 Jaguar E-Type convertible sports car, only
selling the car in 2014 when parts became prohibitively challenging to acquire. One of his
favorite retirement memories was in March 2005, when he enrolled in the Bob Bondurant
School of High Performance Driving in Chandler, Arizona, and was able to practice
technique in an Indy car on a full closed course.
Stemming from his youth, he was also an ardent railroad enthusiast, and a large portion of
the Norris’ basement was devoted to an elaborate 1:160 (N-gauge) model railroad

featuring multiple towns with a detailed mountain range separating them.
He and Jackie enjoyed traveling and camping together in their recreational vehicle,
frequently visiting campsites on the Olympic Peninsula, western Washington, and beyond.
Their greatest journey together was through mainland Mexico including the Copper
Canyon, although they also enjoyed trips to Arizona, Colorado, and other destinations.
Mike was a dedicated fan of Seattle sports teams, particularly the Seattle Seahawks
football team and Seattle Mariners baseball team.
Mike was a devoted husband and father, and is survived by his wife of fifty-one years,
Jackie; together, they had two sons: Doug Norris lives with his wife Colleen (in Golden,
Colorado) with daughter Vivian and son Bruce, and Dan Norris lives with his wife Katheryn
(in Prosser, Washington) with two daughters, Hannah and Elizabeth. Mike and Jackie also
had a goldendoodle dog, Rusty otherwise known as Bob Barker.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made his name to a charity of
your choice.

Comments

“

Mike was the quiet nice guy. I always remember how he trained Lady with just his
index finger. All he had to do was point it and Lady complied. It used to make me
chuckle. I loved his train set up. It was so realistic and meticulously done. As a little
humor, every time I watch The Big Bang Theory and Sheldon talks about trains, I
think of Mike. My heart goes out to the whole family. He is going to missed.

Rick and Betty Wagner
Rick Wagner - April 02 at 01:28 PM

“

May you Rest in Peace, Mike. You're a good friend. We love you and we miss you.

Jun and Jeanne Cordero
Domingo C. Cordero Jr. - March 31 at 02:11 PM

“

I remember when I was a kid sneaking down to look at the train set. It always
fascinated me and I still think of it every time I see one. I also remember when Mike
came to our rescue while Dad was TDY somewhere and Mom couldn't get the trailer
hitched for our camping trip. He was our hero that day. He will be missed!

Cyndi Griffey - March 31 at 09:11 AM

“

Marcia G. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Michael Richard Norris.

Marcia G. - March 30 at 12:09 PM

“

The quiet guy chuckling at the craziness of the world is what I'll always remember
about Mike. You and Mike raised two outstanding young men who any parent would
be proud of. I know you will all miss him immeasurably. Know that you are always in
my thoughts, and I'm standing by you as you remember your Husband, Dad, Fatherin-law, and Grandpa.

Barbara Shock - March 29 at 07:03 PM

