Nancy Rice Waggoner
March 14, 1950 - July 1, 2020

Nancy Waggoner passed unexpectedly on July 1st, 2020. She was born on March 14th,
1950 in New York where she grew up and attended school. After high school she attended
and graduated from college, enlisted in the Army, became a school teacher and eventually
went to work for the WA Department of Corrections where she retired after a distinguished
35-year career. While enjoying retirement she spent most of her time with her two greatest
loves in life – her husband....and her dogs.
She raised and loved Cavaliers. She spent a lot of her time on the agility course and at
many, many dog shows including Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, a lifelong dream.
Her favorite thing to do though was taking them to the library and school programs to read
with the kids, to the nursing homes to provide companionship and to the recovery centers
where they were able to provide comfort, love and hope.
She was a wife, a sister, a mother, a grandmother, an aunt and a friend. She was a
woman of integrity who said exactly what she thought and meant. She was a mentor who
never hesitated to give heartfelt advice and then offered to help you walk through
whatever your problem was so you wouldn’t have to do it alone. She was a bright light in
this world who will be greatly missed by so many.
She is survived by her husband, Monty Waggoner, her sister, Donna Parish, her son,
Remington Speight, her niece, Missy Parish, her stepdaughters, Tim Jones and Shelley
Beveridge and many grandchildren and great grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers we ask that you make a donation in Nancy’s name to
www.cavalierrescuetrust.org.

Comments

“

I had the pleasure of being the mother of three of Nancy's grandchildren. We lived on
opposite corners of the US from each other but that did not stop Nancy from being an
influence on their lives. Not only was she my mother-in-law and the grandmother of
my kids but she was one of my best friends. She always knew what to say or what to
do to get me through some of the not-so-happy parts of my life. I'm proud to know
that my daughters have her as a role model as how a woman should carry herself.
I'll never forget the time there was a dog show here on the East coast that afforded
her a chance to visit us once we had moved down to Florida. The kids were so happy
to see her. I remember one time she wanted to take them for ice cream... I am not
very good at navigating and we got lost trying to find Baskin Robins (no GPS was of
no use!), but we finally found it! Or the ever patience she had when she was trying to
help Thomas pick out a toy. (Thomas takes forever in decision making). But no
matter how long it took, the smile never wavered from her face. Or how she would
bounce ideas off me for Christmas gifts, or just checking in on all of us to make sure
we are ok.
She loved her husband, her dogs, children, and community. I loved reading about
how she got her dogs to become therapy dogs (she was always so proud of their
accomplishments!) and she intertwined her passions at the library, sharing her furry
companions with children at the library was something that she loved doing.
I could possibly go on forever about the kind of person she was but people reading
this already know.. She was a wife, a sister, a mother, a grandmother, mentor,
friend... someone that has touched so many lives. She may not be with any of us
anymore but one thing is certain.. She lives on in our hearts and our memories and
will never ever be forgotten.

Liz Huffman - July 21 at 05:34 PM

“

Liz, I'm so happy you all had a wonderful relationship and memories built! She so loved you
all so very much! Going thru things here and seeing all the pictures. You wete much loved
and she talked about you all so much
Tina - July 25 at 12:27 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear Nancy passed.
It is not easy to find the right words to express my condolences.

Nancy had such a vibrant life force! And, I want to add, she was such a fierce
competitor in the dog sport arena. With such sweet and beautiful dogs! Her Cavalier
King Charles Spaniels were delightful!
Nancy was tough on herself, being a brutally honest realist. And she was a wonderful
and reassuring constant at dog shows, with (on most occasions) a Cavalier in tow.
She had plans. Being Nancy, these were realistic plans that I'm sorry I won't be able
to witness (or hear about) - at least on this earth - come to fruition.
However, I'm sure Nancy is something to be reckoned with in heaven, sharing her
opinions with the state of affairs, and, of course, turning all the doggies into Rally
obedience champions.
God bless,
Mary Griffith-Russell - July 21 at 11:18 AM

“

I've known Nancy for many years through Therapy Dogs International. She and her
girls were always ready to visit in order to make a difference. When the dog we had
at one after school program died unexpectedly Nancy and MeMe stepped up so that
those kids wouldn't be without a Tail Waggin' Tutor visiting regularly. This was on top
of weekly visits to another after school program and all her other visits.
When Nancy had pnemonia and was in the hospital she hatched a plan. If the time
came when she was hospitalized again she wanted one of her dogs to be able to
visit her. She asked me if I would train with Rosie to pass the TDI test and become
another approved handler for Rosie so that I could bring her to visit Nancy if
necessary. I was deeply honored to know that Nancy was willing to trust me with one
of her girls and that I was someone she'd want to see if she was sick in the hospital.
When I joked that after I became a handler for Rosie I'd have to train Rosie and my
Great Pyrenees, D'Artagnan to visit as a pair and teach them that when given the
cue to sit Rosie should run behind D'Artagnan's front leg and sit between his front
paws. This idea made Nancy laugh so hard. Later I overheard her telling several
people that we were going to do this. I'm sorry we never got to do it.
Rest well my friend and I hope you enjoyed the greeting frenzy that must have met
you at the end of the Rainbow Bridge.

Katha Miller-Winder - July 20 at 07:38 PM

“

Nancy and I met in the early 1980's with our two cocker spaniels doing obedience.
Her little guy was Billy and I had Dude. We had so much fun together at the dog
shows. What I remember the most about Nancy was her great smile and positive
attitude. Rest well my friend. You are missed!

Barbara J Rettig - July 20 at 06:52 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Terry Maddox - July 20 at 05:51 PM

“

I met Nancy when I was 15 years old. She and my dad, Monty, started dating.
Eventually, they moved in together and Nancy became family. She was a part of my
life since I was a teen. She gave great advice, was there when I needed a listening
ear, advice, or comfort. She shared her wisdom and experience but never pushed
her opinions. We have shared experiences that we discussed at length and she was
instrumental in helping me to make healthy decisions, by sharing her knowledge and
understanding with me. She was the grandmother to my five children and great
grandmother to my two grand ladies as well. But my fondest spot for her, in her role
as family, will always be her becoming my father's wife. I have told her a dozen times
how much I love and appreciate her for loving my father and making a happy life
together. I asked her once, what was the key to happiness and success in their
marriage. She told me that they are best friends as well as husband and wife. They
each have their own separate activities and hobbies and they both pursue their
passions on their own. At the end of the day they come together and share. They
each pursue their own fun and support each other in that. She told me it's important
that they keep their individual selves and passions alive, and that is their key! I love
her for so many things, but being my Dad's partner and love is something I will
always hold dear. I love the happiness their love brought to each other.
Nancy was laid to rest Saturday, July 18, 2020 at a private service surrounded by
family and a few of her closest friends. In honor of her service to our country, the
Army came as well, playing taps and presenting Monty with her flag.
Nancy now dwells in Heaven with our Lord and Savior. Until we meet again Nancy,
you will be missed.

Tina Jones - July 20 at 01:19 PM

“

My wife & I have only known Nancy over the past thirteen years. We met when we joined
the Gig Harbor Kennel Club in 2007. Impressive "dog woman" and a Life Member of that
Kennel Club.
We worked on a couple of select committees over the years, and she had such a "high
appreciation" for our Sport; a high appreciation for protecting the general membership in
general.

The most important memory we have of Nancy is her attitude about taking on the ultimate
title in the Dog World. Nancy was one of the most remarkable breeders we have come to
know of our 45 years. A real breeder, and we will miss her greatly!
James & Sharon Dok
CASTLEHILL
James Dok - July 20 at 09:29 PM

“

My wife and I got to know Nancy when we joined the Gig Harbor Kennel Club. There we
would meet at dog shows, and by teaching dog handling classes together, , and at club
functions and meetings. Our beloved breeds are very close, she had Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels and we have Engilsh Toy Spaniels, Her dogs were precious and we loved hearing
what she did with her dogs in teaching kids to read, comforting those in recovery, and in
obedience and rally. I loved her tender heart, her love for her dogs, and even with her work
in the Jail system. I loved helping her hide from her dogs as they were being shown and
then to appreciate and share with her many victories and especially her accomplishments
at Westminister. We were shocked to hear of her passing, as we so enjoyed being with her
while she was here on earth. She will remain with us in spirit and fond memories as we
continue to show dogs. We will truly miss Nancy and her memory will remain a blessing.
Doug and Dale Moran - Sequel
Doug & Dale Moran - July 21 at 04:08 PM

