Norma Gayle Brady
November 19, 1927 - November 15, 2018

On November 15, Norma Brady passed away peacefully in her sleep and is with her
beloved husband, Gene. Norma was an adoring wife and loving mother to Wendy and
Sharron and granddaughter Emma House. She led an amazing life traveling globally
supporting her husband’s service as a U.S.A.F. officer and diplomat. Although they formed
many life-long friendships abroad, home was Manchester WA. Norma was a vital part of
the community, generously supporting numerous fundraisers such as helping build and
maintain the Manchester Library. She quietly touched and mentored many lives. She
worked as a book keeper at the Ainsworth Grocery Store, and was a 1945 Annie Wright
Graduate, 1949 U of W Graduate, president of the Washington Park Arboretum in Seattle,
Master Gardener, seamstress and rock hound extraordinaire.
She attended many Olympic Peninsula Antique Tractor and Gas Engine Club meetings
with Gene and graciously complemented his enthusiasm for the internal combustion
engine.
One of the most important passions in Norma’s life was gardening. Gardeners are special
people. She took great pride in sharing with others the joy of all things flowers. That being
said - in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Friends of the Manchester, WA Library.
Please share your memories of Norma below. This site will remain in perpetuity so that the
fullness of Norma’s legacy can be fully expressed, not just at this time, but in the days and
years to come.
But my trust is in thy mercy,
my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.
I will sing of the Lord, because he hath dealt so lovingly with me;
Psalm 13, vs 5-6

Cemetery
Sunset Lane Memorial Park
1000 Bethel
Port Orchard, WA, 98366

Comments

“

Norma was the very best friend. She wrote long, thoughtful letters and was such a
dear correspondent (even when reply became overwhelmingly difficult, she would
still reach out). The memories of the Stoop & Snoop rock hounding club in SA are
close to our hearts. The time spent with Norma in SA was the best of times. Being
side-by-side USAF wives with Norma on the crew was uplifting and empowering. Her
charm and grace were enviable, lovable and admirable. Marian Cullen told me all
this, showed me all this and my conversations with Norma confirmed all this.
Norma and Gene's was a comfortable, compassionate "2nd family" for a young
fellow in a foreign country. They offered loving education and good direction for a
young man finding his path. "If I was ever in need of 'foster parents', I would hope to
get to stay with the Bradys. They already felt like family to me." Steve Cullen told me
this.
Norma was a good woman and a good wife, often in the difficult circumstance of a
USAF wife, but always with a smart, sharp grace. Gene was a great friend and a
good man who matched Norma perfectly. Walt Cullen told me these things.
Norma and Gene Brady were the nearest, dearest friends the Cullen family could
possibly have.
I have heard hundreds of stories about adventures the Bradys and Cullens shared,
and seen hundreds of pictures that show the friendship and love they shared. Simply
remarkable. In time, I had my own conversations with Norma. Without a doubt, she
holds a place in my heart, too.
So dearly missed by many, may Norma rest in comfort and peace.

The Cullen Family - December 13, 2018 at 06:03 PM

“

The Cullen Family lit a candle in memory of Norma Gayle Brady

The Cullen Family - December 13, 2018 at 05:30 PM

“

It has been a blessing to spend time with Norma and to become gently acquainted.
She was an amazing and most gracious woman - I am so fortunate to have met her!
Lois Wilson

L.E. Wilson - December 06, 2018 at 11:47 AM

“

Norma used to drive a 1968 yellow Ford Mustang Fastback. When she was on the
road or around town she was easy to spot. She was always kind, gracious and funny.
One day I got a call from Gene. he said, “Come out, I need your help to save my
marriage.”
When I got there they were starting to paint the living room as a beginning to repaint
the entire inside. Gene went to work in the shop and I took over painting. During that
process, I learned all about their travels in the Air Force and the history of the Gorsts,
Kendalls, and Ainsworths. I also learned from Norma that there are two kinds of
Antique White paint. One is tinted Blue and one Yellow. She preferred the yellow.
Another of my first memories was when a local columnist wrote disparagingly about
the town and name of Gorst. Norma wrote a rebuttal and the editor of the paper
wrote a piece wondering what kind of name was the columnist’s.
Gene was very proud of her and she of him. A life well lived.

Kev Ahl - December 03, 2018 at 10:16 PM

“

4 files added to the album Compliments of Perry & Gail

Rill Chapel - December 03, 2018 at 05:33 PM

“

Dear Sharron, Wendy, & Emma,
Norma was a wonderful friend here on earth. We so enjoyed writing and talking on
the phone. I would give her updates on how the deer would gather under her apple
trees and enjoy bedding down as if a tea party. Or all the new little fawns romping &
racing around. (on her Twisp property across from us)
Norma is a kind, generous, sweet, and caring person. I know she dwells in the
presence of the Lord, and that we will meet again for eternity. I look forward to that! I
will greatly miss her here.
Ginny Yockey.

Ginny Yockey - November 29, 2018 at 01:29 PM

“

Dear Sharron, Wendy, and Emma,
The news that Norma slipped away brought sadness but thankfulness for so many
good memories shared with her. Honored to be bridesmaid (w/Lorraine Maughn as
MOH) at mom’s and dads Nov. 19, 1950 wedding. We drove to Anne Wright

Seminary in Tacoma for ceremony w/toll taker at west of the Narrows Bridge allowing
free passage over and back!
Norma returned with 2 daughters while Gene was on duty elsewhere and was MOH
when Bob and I tied the knot in Feb that year. During her sojourn in Purdy, I had a
chance to see Sharron as a smiling, cooing baby and Wendy as a busy toddler. She
shared experiences as an Air Force wife and the various places they lived.
After Norma and Gene’s retirement in Manchester, we saw each other at Seattle
Nordstroms, Kingston, Poulsbo, and at home.
We took trips to National parks, Canada, and Alaska. We saw the beginning of the
Chilkoot Trail that your Great-Grandfather and Great Aunt has trekked. We enjoyed
time on the ferries, and playing on the Salish Sea and Alaskan waters. The Eastern
Maritimes were eye-openers from Boston, the Bay of Fundy and to Niagara Falls.
The Columbia River excursion w/Lindblad Explorations was our last adventure.
Wishing you God’s peace always, Agnes Wicknick typed for her by Sharron.
Sharron House - November 28, 2018 at 06:55 PM

“

Thank you Perry and Gail for your very generous donation to The Friends of the
Manchester Library.

Sharron House - November 28, 2018 at 02:26 PM

“

We'd like to share these photos taken at the church to which Mom belonged, Old St.
Peter's Church, Tacoma. Mom did not want a service, so we provided the altar
bouquets for last Sunday, which you see in the first photo. We have in works a
memorial brick that will be there in the church garden, it will say ''GENE & NORMA
BRADY TOGETHER FOREVER''.
Prayers of comfort were shared by the Rev. Ginny Torres of Old St. Peter's Church.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in Mom's name to:

Old St. Peter's Church
P.O.Box 7265
Tacoma, WA 98417
www.oldstpeters.org
We miss her dearly and she will remain in our hearts forever.
Wendy & Terry

Wendy Brady - November 28, 2018 at 11:58 AM

“

i love the photos of a trip our mother's took wendy and i on, to the woodland park
zoo.
we were about 4 or 5 years old.
melba and norma were cousins and friends.
i admired that.
much love norma,
cynthia moran frawley

cynthia frawley - November 27, 2018 at 11:29 PM

“

What a happy circumstance for me to come to know Norma Brady and Gene Brady
in the last years of their lives! It was wonderful to see the evident deep affection and
respect shared between Norma and Gene Brady and their love for their daughters
Wendy Brady and Sharron House and the Bradys' granddaughter Emma House.
Norma was certainly a great beauty, lovely and intelligent, gracious, charming and
wise. I remember Gene Brady proudly sharing with me the view from the deck
overlooking the Bradys' gorgeous garden of blooming rhododendrons. With kindness
and good humor Norma welcomed me into her home, chuckling good-naturedly at
the small-town lawyer who happily rode his motorcycle down Beach Drive to visit with
Norma "on business" at her beautiful Manchester home. Several of Norma's longterm friends have said that Norma Brady was the "heart of Manchester". With fond
memories of Norma Gayle Brady... Jeff Cox

JEFFREY COX - November 27, 2018 at 12:42 PM

“

As Sharron’s fiancé i was privileged to share in the caring of Norma during her last
few months with us.
Earlier this year, a few months after meeting Norma, she quite suddenly opened up
to me. In a private moment she expressed her condolences at the very recent
passing of my mother and in thanking her I shared that, “We both know that
Somebody has a much bigger plan.” She then lifted her gaze, looked me full in the
face, and with soft eyes as big as saucers she stated quite matter-of-factly, “I’m tired

of living like this. When He calls me I’m ready.” I gave no reply, but our eyes met in
quiet agreement.
Then she added, “I hope I’m ready.” Well, that opened up a short but earnest
conversation. Norma was far too gracious a lady to take advantage of a situation or
force her faith on anyone so I will not share all that we talked about on that and
subsequent occasions. But I believe she would enjoy my sharing the simplicity of our
hope and conviction.
In a sentence it is this, “We are all going home.”
This we believed to be the truth and that the truth of our hope is not dependent on
anything that any of us have done, or not done, nor does it rely on what we may or
may not believe. It relies on the finished work and faith of Christ.
Norma looked forward to being reunited with her beloved Gene. We are told that we
cannot even imagine how wonderful it will be when we experience that day but just
because it defies description it does not mean that we cannot anticipate something
that is so marvelously beyond our comprehension.
Norma did. I miss her.
Ken Barber - November 26, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

I'm going to miss you. You were always the rudder that kept us all on course. It's
going to be hard not having you around. You and Gene were always there for me.
You helped make me what I am today.
John

John House - November 26, 2018 at 09:50 AM

“

Aunt Norma will be truly missed. Both she and Gene were always there if you
needed advice or an ear to listen. We always enjoyed our visits to Manchester
because we were always welcome. We respected and admired them both. May God
give you comfort.
With Love
Buzz and Alma

Buzz Christensen - November 25, 2018 at 04:12 PM

“

She was always so nice when I talked to her. Always happy and upbeat.

Julie Morgan - November 23, 2018 at 11:03 PM

“

Norma Gayle Ainsworth Brady
Daughter of Winifred Martha Kendall Ainsworth and Carl Leslie Ainsworth
I was born in the front bedroom of our house on Mitchell Hill in Port Orchard on
November 19, 1927. I met Gene Brady at the University of Washington and we both
graduated in 1949. In 1950 we were married, and Gene went back into the Air Force.
Our first base was Hamilton Field in California, and our last base was Colorado
Springs, where Gene was Chief of Intelligence in Norad. We were stationed at
Alabama, Washington, D.C., Pretoria, South Africa, and Alaska. Gene had two tours
alone, Korea and Labrador. Gene retired in 1974, which meant we could return to
Washington State. We lived near Port Orchard. We raise rhododendrons as a hobby
and belong to three clubs that restore old farm equipment. We have two children and
one grandchild.
by Norma, submitted by Perry & Gail

Rill Chapel - November 23, 2018 at 06:37 PM

“

I feel so blessed to have gotten to see you, Norma, last April when my mom, your
cousin, Carol passed. You guys did a bunch of stuff growing up and it was such a joy
to hear your memories. And it was so amazing to hear that you had spent the
summer of 1941 in Petersburg! Such an adventurous woman! You will be sorely
missed and your loving kindness will ring throughout Manchester for many years to
come. Thank you for being you. A gentler soul I have not met...
Love always,
Karen Malcom
Petersburg AK

Karen S Malcom - November 23, 2018 at 05:51 PM

“

Honor your father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) that it
may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. Ephesians 6:2&3.
Love you Mom, Sharron.

Sharron House - November 23, 2018 at 04:56 PM

“

31 files added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - November 23, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

Oh my goodness what a loss to the world. Norma was such an intelligent, loving, caring,
compassionate human being with a fun humor! When I moved to Manchester she
welcomed me with open arms & made sure I was included. She taught me lots about
flowers. Walking through their yard picking their beloved Rodies was pure JOY. I am very
grateful for having Norma and
Gene in my life; it was stimulating to sit down and visit with them! They will always be in my
heart.
Connie Ferguson - November 25, 2018 at 01:17 PM

“

I will miss this sweet women so much. I came into her life in her last year and so thankful
that I spent this time with her. I was her Visiting Angel but I think she was the angel. Hope
you and Gene are hiking the mountains of Heaven!!! Barbara Rusk
Barbara Rusk - November 25, 2018 at 10:28 PM

“

I came to Norma in January of 2018, as one of her Visiting Angel Caregivers and was with
her until September 28, 2018, then 2 days later, I retired. Leaving Norma was a very hard
decision for me to make. She told me that when it was time for me to retire, that I should
just do it and not think twice about it. We would always laugh about her being in the corner
in hallway, by bathroom on water pill days. We would read or do our puzzle books together.

She always asked me if I remembered to bring my puzzle book and I always said yes, I did.
We would sit on balcony on nice summer days and watch the birds, or just look out at the
water and different cargo ships that passed.
She always looked forward to the ice cream social when her cousin Bill would come visit
with her. Norma and I would get the table set a couple of hours before Bill arrived. When
Bill and his driver, Gloria, would leave, then I would take Norma to her " princess chair" and
she would have her feet elevated and then she would tell me " I'm going to close my eyes
for a bit, but I am only resting.
Norma was a very special lady, that had a way of getting into your heart. She still has a
place in my heart and I am going to miss her very much. She was the bright spot at the
beginning of my week-ends. I never met Gene, but he must have been a special husband
and father, because Norma always got a sparkle in her eyes when she spoke of him. They
now are re-united in Heaven, and most assuredly trekking all over up there.
R I P Norma and thank you for allowing me into your home and your life. I love you and
miss you. Connie Selby
Connie R Selby - November 26, 2018 at 07:08 PM

“

Where do I start, so much to remember and celebrate Norma's life. As my Aunt, she has
always been in my life, she was a important part of our family. With all her family travels we
enjoyed the stories of her assignments around the world. We will miss her dearly. Our visits
to Manchester were so enjoyable. She will never be forgotten.
Perry and Gail Christensen
Perry Christensen - November 27, 2018 at 10:13 AM

“

Although I only met Norma a couple of times, I immediately noticed the love and respect
shared between Mother and Daughter (Wendy Brady). This note is for Wendy & Terry and
all of Wendy’s family, both close and extended we wish you peace and comfort during your
time of grief. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and may all the remembrances sent be
a comfort to you. We love you both,
Carol & Ken Trout
Carol trout - November 27, 2018 at 06:20 PM

“

My first memories of Norma start in 1950 when she was about to leave for California and
the first Air Force assignment with husband Gene. And what a full life; marriage, two
wonderful daughters, all the traveling while with the military, the activities in Manchester
after retirement. Norma, and Gene, were always helping and there for the people they
knew. I am missing two friends that I could talk with and seek advice from.
Bill Ainsworth
Bill Ainsworth - November 29, 2018 at 07:22 PM

“

We remember fondly our visits with Norma over the last three years . We got to visit with
Gene before he passed away . We will always remember the phone conversations with
Norma every Saturday evening . She would answer the phone with laughter and tell us all
the family news . Norma was always an elegant lady and she will forever be in our hearts .

With love and fond memories Lorinda and Richard
Lorinda Fuller - December 13, 2018 at 08:21 PM

