Otto John Hokanson
March 29, 1930 - May 29, 2017

John was born March 29, 1930 in Miller, South Dakota. John died peacefully at home
Monday morning May 29, 2017 with his wife at his side in Port Orchard, WA at the age of
87.
John married Virginia Hokanson on June 6, 1953 in Raleigh, North Carolina and they
lovingly enjoyed 64 years together. They had four children; Rebecca (Dennis) Barton of
Port Orchard, WA, Charissa Hokanson of Vancouver, WA, Peter Hokanson of Tucson, AZ,
and Paul (Julietta) Hokanson of Silverdale, WA. He is survived by his wife Virginia, their
four children, seven grandchildren, seven great grandchildren, and his sister Evelyn
Collier of Bullhead City, AZ. He is preceded in death by his father and mother Alfred and
Ellen Hokanson of Salmon, ID, and his brothers Oliver and Laverne Hokanson also of
Salmon, ID.
John graduated from Salmon High School in 1950 before serving in the US Army as an
artillery planning specialist. He met Virginia while stationed in Ft. Bragg, NC and 9 months
later they were married in Raleigh, NC where they made their first home. John held
various jobs until they moved to Bremerton, WA in 1954 where he started his career at
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard as a ship fitter apprentice, advancing thru the trades to the
position of Comptroller when he retired after 31 years. After retiring from civil service, John
continued to work for several years at a local engineering firm until he fully retired,
allowing him ample time to travel the world with Virginia. John was also an active and
dedicated member in the community and his church, serving as the Chairman of the Port
Orchard planning commission for 28 years and serving as Treasurer of Bethany Lutheran
Church for 30 years.
John was an accomplished rifleman and marksman sharpshooter in the army, and he
enjoyed fishing, photography, coin collecting, stamp collecting, and traveling. He was also
a talented artist/cartoonist, dappled in writing poetry, delighted in ending phone calls
without saying goodbye, and truly enjoyed singing and whistling while tinkering and fixing
anything and everything around the house. John was a man of impeccable integrity and

character, he was humble and conservative, but so generous in giving of himself.
The Bible was his roadmap through life – Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, riches
take wings, and only character endures.
Funeral services are scheduled for 12 noon on June 6th, at Bethany Lutheran Church in
Port Orchard, WA, with a reception following the service at Bethany Lutheran Church. All
are welcome to attend and celebrate John’s life. In lieu of flowers, please send donations
to Bethany Lutheran Church at 151 Tremont W., Port Orchard, WA 98366. The family
would like to thank hospice for their care and support during his final months. Online
memorial and tribute wall may be accessed at www.rill.com.
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Comments

“

I am Harvey hokanson's daughter, theresa, cousin john was the one that always had
the paper airplanes flying from his ceiling in his room. if we were good, he would let
us look at them up close. he always had some time for me, and when he brought
ginny home the first time..I loved her totally. she spent time on a river bank with a
little girl, and we made tiny tables and chairs out of river clay, for the ants to have a
picnic with. that memory has stayed with me for 60 some years. I'm sorry for his
passing...theresa K. Hokanson larkins

theresa larkins - June 08, 2017 at 09:52 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Daniel Hutchinson - June 06, 2017 at 01:43 PM

“

It has been so many years since I have seen Uncle John and Aunt Giny. I will always
remember how excited we would be to see that little green "frog" car coming down the lane
on the ranch. Sending hugs and prayers to you all. Lots of Love, Val
Valerie Woodson - June 06, 2017 at 02:54 PM

“

One of my favorite memories of many were the summers yall came to visit us and we
southern girls were so impressed with yalls accent we tried to copy it. The last few
times Uncle John came to mom"s house he worked diligently to fix that squeaky
glider rocker of mom's. We always said if Uncle John can't fix it then it can't be fixed.
Tears of sorrow for his passing but I have warm memories of Uncle John. A
gentle giant. Uncle John and daddy are home together now in Heaven. RIP Uncle
John and love and prayers to Aunt Virginia, Peter, Paul, Becky, Clarissa and the
extended family. I love y'all!

Nell Nava Guevara - June 02, 2017 at 09:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album John Hokanson

Paul Hokanson - June 02, 2017 at 06:06 PM

“

Tears fall as I watch this but pride swells inside me to be able to have claimed him as Uncle
John. Love and God Bless.
Nell - June 07, 2017 at 10:00 AM

