Riley Thomas Gibson
June 6, 1969 - December 5, 2019

Riley Gibson was born June 6, 1969 at Travis Air Force Hospital in California, to parents
Rick & Dee Gibson. Riley lived in Virginia & California before moving with his family to Port
Orchard in 1977 where he attended Star of the Sea school and later Marcus Whitman Jr.
High where he met his best friend Sean Lemley and other lifelong friends Dave Stevens,
Paul, Tim, John & more. Riley graduated from South Kitsap High in 1987 and a few years
later he completed his certifications in automotive proficiency in 6 areas at Bates Technical
Institute in Tacoma. He worked on large trucks & buses in Tacoma and Seattle, cars at
Hazelwood Auto Group and Halls Automotive before moving to Grey Chevrolet in Port
Orchard where he worked until the time of his death. Riley’s love of cars began in his
teens, working on his own vehicles with his brother and good friends, after school and
weekends and never waned. Riley was well known in the Port Orchard area as “one of the
best damn car mechanics in town.”
Riley married Laura Butler in Tacoma in 1996 and became a step father to 4 beautiful
daughters, Joanna, Annette, and Jaclyn & Autumn. A year later his son Riley T. Gibson II
was born and quickly became the light of his life. Riley is survived by his significant other,
Kathie Buchanan, her 3 daughters Lenaya, Brandi and Ronnie, his son, Riley T. Gibson,
his father and step mother, Rick and Pat Gibson, his mom, Dee Marie, his beloved brother
Dewey Gibson, his step sisters Sue, Diane and Malinda, step brother Larry, aunts, uncles,
cousins, nephews, nieces and many longtime friends who are like family. Riley passed
away suddenly and unexpectedly at the home he and his significant other, Kathie
Buchanan had just purchased and had moved into the night before, from a massive heart
attack November 24, 2019. A Celebration of Riley’s Life will be held at Rill’s Chapel
12/14/2019 at 11 am with a Reception lunch to follow.

Events
DEC
14

Celebration of Life & Reception

11:00AM

Rill's Life Tribute Center
1151 Mitchell Ave, Port Orchard, WA, US, 98366

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - December 13, 2019 at 04:36 PM

“

Riley, you were an asset to our world, you made it better. I have such fond memories
of you growing up. Your Mother and I met in 1978 and we became fast friends. I
babysat for you and Dewey we read books and baked cookies surprising your Mom
after her hard days work. We went on ski trips, and and so much fun! I know you are
in heaven and until we all meet again, we will miss you. Sherry

Sherry Barnhart - July 29, 2020 at 02:28 AM

“

It's hard to believe that Riley is no longer here. For all the years I knew Riley, he
always had a smile on his face. I rarely remember him ever being mad at anyone. He
used to say to me, It's not worth it to stay mad because it will take over your life and
you will loose out on living the best life. Riley was the Best Mechanic around and I
know he knew that. He liked that thought a lot! Another thing he said to me was,
when it was his time to go he wanted to make sure that people knew who he was. He
said I don't want to be know as just Riley! He said he wanted people to remember
Riley as something great. Like Oh Riley, yea he worked on my car and took care of
me! That was Riley. He was always soft with his words and loved my girls. There ain't
nothing he wouldn't do for them. I was blessed to have the opportunity to spend such
good times and have great memories that will stay close to me for a long time. The
times we spent at his friend John's house. Watching movies, talking about cars, just
hanging out. Than watching his friend's house while he was away for the weekend.
The long walks visiting another friend that lived on the lake. The BBQ he invited me
to at another friends house. I was welcomed and treated as a welcomed guest/friend
of Riley's. When he took me to the Drag races dinner for my birthday. I remember he
was late because he was borrowing Dewey's Honda to pick me up to go. The dinner
was put on by the Mac Tool people. We got lots of pictures but who knows where
they went to? The times we spent at the casino and I lost my money and you were
having a great ole time playing cards winning even a little. The late night snuggles
watching a movie after you had a hard long day at work. The drive to the ocean. How
you changed my distributor before we left cause my car wouldn't start. How we
stopped at the Junk Yard on our way to the Ocean at Long Beach. Once we got to
Long Beach you seen there was yard sales and you wanted to go check them out for
car parts. We went and sat up camp than we were off yard sale. You found lot's of
good stuff and you didn't even think of how we would get everything in the trunk to
get home. Than the night before the car show when we had dinner at the Pizza
Parlor and you wanted to hurry to watch the old cars that would be cruising on the
street. There were some cool cars for sure. The car show you thought was gonna be
a rain out but no the sun came out and that just made your day. I have so many great
memories that I shared with you that I am so bless that you had the chance to be
with me to spend that special time. I will always Love you Riley! Until we meet again
my friend. You hold a special place in my heart that I will cherish for a lifetime. Love
always, Mo (Monica)

Monica Weeks - December 16, 2019 at 03:12 AM

“

Riley was like son to me
We worked more than we got fish
But we told a a lot fish story's
Then we're playing with gold
Sluicing 4 gold.
Planning little trip to the beach and some rivers. There is a special place in my heart
For him.

Rusty - December 14, 2019 at 01:29 PM

