Robert "Bob" Cairns
December 22, 1945 - July 27, 2020

MANCHESTER, 74 years of age, passed on July 27, 2020, peacefully at home. Bob was
born to Alfred and Leona Cairns on Dec 22, 1945, and raised in Richland Center, WI. He
graduated from the U. of Wisconsin in 1968 with a Bachelor of Science in Geology. He
was commissioned as a USAF Officer and served 5 years on active duty and 15 years in
the USAF reserves. Having worked his entire 45-year career with the USAF and the US
Navy in providing logistical fuels support to all the military services, Bob was known as the
consummate “Fuelie.” He used his expertise to manage fuel operations in South Dakota,
Canada, Florida, Spain, and Washington State. He holds the distinction of being the only
person to supervise the 2 biggest Department of Defense fuel storage facilities that the
USAF has in the world and the US Navy has in the continental USA.
After retirement, Bob turned his life to continuing to provide “service” to others. He
became particularly active in Rotary International, which has the motto “Service above
Self.” Bob was able to provide life altering experiences through the pursuit of scholarships
and projects supporting people living in such diverse places as Azerbaijan, Rwanda,
Uganda, Kenya, and Canada. These people were able to use these life altering
experiences to further careers serving others, such as working in the world’s second
largest refugee camp in the world that houses over 250,000 refugees. One of the
concepts that Bob was particularly proud of was being the implementing force behind
locating and installing “sand dams” in Kenya. The construction of 7 sand dams provided
water for thousands of people in East Pokot, Kenya. Bob was also proud of introducing a
small solar powered computer called a “Raspberry Pi” to over 14 remote schools in East
Pokot. Coupled with a computer tablet, the Raspberry Pi brought education to thousands
of children in schools with dirt floors and no electricity. Bob was affectionately referred to
as the “Grandfather” of Raspberry Pis in other Rotary District 5020 Rotary Clubs. For his
dedication to international causes, Bob’s Rotary Club was recognized in the last 2 out of 3
years with the District 5020 International Program Award.
Bob’s love of family was best evidenced by his 50-year marriage to his beloved Chris. She
was an equal participant in Bob’s adventures with 14 trips to Africa and 38 countries in the

world. Together they raised a family of 3 “International Children” with children born in
Canada, Florida, and Spain. In addition to Chris, Bob is survived by his brother Richard
and his sister Mary, as well as his children: Heidi and her husband, John; Eric and his
wife, Mysie; and Ian and his wife, Michelle. His greatest retirement thrill was to spend
family time with his 5 grandchildren, Ashley, John, Kailea, Bruce, and Evan. Bob was also
proud to be the uncle of numerous nieces and nephews.
Bob was an active member of the Manchester County Advisory Committee, the Sons of
the American Revolution, the US Navy League, and the Adventure of Faith Church. Bob’s
favorite hobby was skiing, and he skied till age 73. In warmer climates, scuba diving was
Bob’s outdoor passion.
A family gravesite internment ceremony is planned at Tahoma National Cemetery. Once
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, there will be a memorial service at the Adventure of Faith
Church at a later date.
Bob asked that in lieu of flowers or other gifts anyone wishing to honor his memory donate
to the Chris and Bob Cairns Scholarship fund. This fund will be used to provide
scholarships to children in Eastern Africa who would not otherwise be able to continue
their education beyond primary school. Donations can be made at the following website:
https://www.portorchardrotary.org/page/BobandChrisCairnsScholarship.

Cemetery
Tahoma National Cemetery
18600 SE 240th St
Kent, WA, 98042

Comments

“

Chris and family, Jeff and I are so sorry to hear of Bob's passing. He was a wonderful
person and the world has lost a true Samaritan. My almost 9 years working for him at
Manchester were always interesting and educational and I always loved how I could
go to him and speak my piece, sometimes to my desired outcome and sometimes
not. But he always listened. And of course the opportunity he provided both of us
through the Rotary Group Study Exchange program was phenomenal, making us
forever in his debt. Most of all everyone knew how much Bob loved and cherished
his family - there was never a more proud husband, father or grandfather. I'm so sad
that we did not get to see him after we returned from overseas, life in the time of
Covid has been very harsh. All our love and prayers, Jeff and Julie

Julie and Jeff Werder - Yesterday at 09:29 PM

“

So sad to hear of this unexpected announcement of Bob's passing. Bob Cairns was
my rotarian mentor in so many ways and just as important, a great friend. A big man
who was all heart as the recent Kitsap Sun so well documented. So fitting to be
chosen as the Port Orchard Rotarian of the Decade! My since condolences to Chris
and the family. Port Orchard, Kitsap, Washington State and the planet is a better
place because Bob Cairns cared so much for his fellow man regardless of who or
where. Tim Thomson

Tim Thomson - August 03 at 11:08 PM

“

RIP, Mr. Cairns. Thank You for welcoming me into the NAVSUP community 10 years
ago. You gave myself and many other’s a great opportunity, allowing each one of us
to establish substantial careers in the Fuels business! Your legacy will carry on! Once
a Fuelie always a Fuelie. Fair Winds and Following Seas Sir!

James Hess - August 02 at 03:57 AM

“

Chris and kids, KIm and I are very sad to hear this news. Bob was a mentor to many
including me through Rotary especially during 2001. His sense of humor with a hint
of fuelie cynicism was always a lift to all of us working to improve the community,
club or world. We both wish your family well through this difficult time and hope you
all find peace as you celebrate his wonderful life of service. Wayne and Kim Senter

WAYNE SENTER - July 31 at 10:39 AM

“

Chris and family, It is so sad to hear of Bob's passing. He has been a constant
inspiration to me and I am sure to all Rotarians, family , friends and anyone that has
had the oportunity to know him. I quietly admired his ability to communicate, speak,
share his passions about whatever he and you were planning. In my 30 plus years in
Rotary I have affiliated with some of the finest people Port Orchard has to offer. Bob
is at the top of that list in my book. He will be greatly missed by all! You are in a
greater place, my friend. Dale Lyman

Dale Lyman - July 31 at 01:41 AM

“

Oh my gosh! Bob was a force when he got an idea for a grant project. He used to
stop by my office and tell me all about the plans he had and what he had
accomplished so far. We worked with him on the Raspberry Pi project. I would never
have thought the whole thing possible but he never doubted. He did his research and
plead his case and somehow he always did what he said he was going to do. I'll miss
him terribly. I try to model my Rotary 'self' after him. He was what Rotary was all
about.

MaryBeth Foxworth - July 30 at 12:53 PM

“

Rest in Peace Bob. We will miss you in Kenya,East Pokot.Together with Chris you visited
our school .You have been supportive.Your soul we live in God's hands.
Patrick Masia Mudanya..Headteacher..Keny - July 30 at 01:48 PM

“

Bob was one of the best Rotarians I ever met. We commiserated many times over
international work and the needs and our desire to help communities help themselves. He
never stopped doing the work he saw to do and his faith in his East Pokot family was
immense. He will be missed there and here in Port Orchard where many friends have
enjoyed his companionship and wisdom. What a good good man!
Pennye Nixon - July 30 at 06:24 PM

“

I had the honor of working with Bob at the Manchester Fuel Terminal from 1986-1989. He
was a consummate professional. But what I respected most about Bob was his care and
concern for the people and the environment entrusted to him. Bob's leadership earned
Manchester Fuel Terminal the Award for the best environmental program in all the Navy.
The Federal Executive board recognized the top 20 or so of the 100,000+ Federal
Employees in WA. Bob got 5 of our folks recognized in this. The most of any command.
Family and Community were his focus. Bob was a great human being. He will be missed.
Edward Pinion, CAPT, U.S.NAVY (Retired) -July 31
Edward Pinion - August 01 at 10:19 AM

