Ronald Dean Ness
May 8, 1948 - August 6, 2016

Ronald Dean Ness was born on May 8, 1948 at Harrison Memorial Hospital in Bremerton,
Washington to Louise and Ray Ness. Growing up in Port Orchard, Ron attended Orchard
Heights Elementary, Marcus Whitman Junior High, and South Kitsap High School where
he was a three sport athlete in football, basketball, and track. After graduating in 1966,
Ron attended the University of Puget Sound on a football scholarship where he was a
four-year starter at defensive tackle for the Loggers. After graduating from UPS, Ron
obtained his Juris Doctorate from the University of Montana Law School. Returning to Port
Orchard, Ron began an illustrious career as a member of the Kitsap County Bar practicing
law in 1973. After working for the Kitsap County Public Defenders office, Ron returned to
private practice to complete his legal career. Ron served as the Vice-President of the
Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and was recognized for his work in
the legal community with both the WACDL Presidents Award and the Kitsap County Bar
Association's President Award.
Ron’s athletic pursuits did not end at UPS. He played semi-professional football with the
Seattle Cavaliers and was a presence on the local basketball courts with the Westbay
Auto Pistons. Ron could also be seen demonstrating his athletic prowess on the slowpitch
diamond and was an accomplished handball player using his agility and large hands to
command center court. Later in life, Ron transferred his love of competition to the golf
course as a member of the Kitsap Golf and Country Club. During his membership, Ron
served his fellow duffers on the board of directors for the country club.
Ron’s sense of community was not limited to the legal realm. He served on several boards
and foundations including the Elton Goodwin Memorial Foundation, the South Kitsap
Community Sports Foundation, and Agape Unlimited.
Affectionately known as “Papa Bear” at home, Ron had a generously big heart. He loved
to travel, adventure and explore. Whether it was skiing in the mountains, exploring
dinosaur trails, or sharing history tidbits with his family in Italy, his love for life was robust.
In his few quiet moments, he had reestablished his love for working with stained glass,

and had created several beautiful works of art over the last few years. Every moment of
his absence will be deeply felt.
Ron is survived by his mother Louise Ness of Port Orchard, Washington; sister Floy
Ziegler of Seattle, Washington; wife Kathy Ness of Port Orchard, Washington; son Ron
Ness Jr. of Lakewood, Washington; daughter Hannah Pirone of Port Orchard,
Washington; granddaughter Miranda Ness of Lakewood, Washington; and grandson
Braden Pirone of Portland, Oregon.
A celebration of life will be 10am Saturday, August 20th in the South Kitsap High School
auditorium.
In Lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Elton Goodwin Foundation or Agape
Unlimited.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - August 23, 2016 at 11:18 AM

“

Ron was so respected by all the Judges of the Kitsap Courthouse; his clients knew
they were being represented by a great attorney. In the 28 years I was a District
Court Judge he was one of the very most skilled attorneys whom commanded
respect from opposing counsel . It was always a pleasure to hear Ron in court and I
miss his wit and laughter.
Judge Dan Phillips , Retired (1982-2009)

Judge Dan Phillips - September 03, 2016 at 10:41 PM

“

This is from John and Nancy Comstock from the Spokane area.
OUR CONNECTION TO RON WAS HIS MOTHER, WHO HAS BEEN OUR BEST
FRIEND FOR AGES; IN FACT, WE CALL HER "MOM". WE DIDN'T KNOW RON
WELL, BUT I WORKED IN THE LEGAL FIELD FOR THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AND
ADMIRED HIM GREATLY FROM AFAR. ONE NIGHT WE WERE SITTING
AROUND LOUISE'S DINING ROOM TABLE WITH SOME FRIENDS TALKING
ABOUT A GRUESOME MURDER CASE RON HAD JUST FINISHED.....IN
WALKED, RON! HE REALIZED INSTANTLY WHAT WE WERE TALKING ABOUT....
HE STEPPED FORWARD AND SAID " I WANT YOU TO KNOW SOMETHING..... I
TOOK A SWORN OATH TO DO THIS JOB AND I TAKE THAT VERY SERIOUSLY. I
HAVE ALWAYS TRIED TO DO THE VERY BEST JOB I COULD ON EVERY CASE,
EVEN WHEN IT WAS HARD AS HELL TO DO AND THIS ONE WAS HELL." I
THOUGHT I DETECTED A TEAR IN HIS EYES AS HE WALKED OUT. I THINK
EVERYONE WAS IMPRESSED. I KNOW I WILL NEVER FORGET IT. THANK YOU
RON FOR BEING THAT KIND OF MAN. THE COMSTOCKS

Maria Pena - August 31, 2016 at 04:25 PM

“

Ron and I have been friends all the way through school where we played all sports
together and beyond. There are so many great memories of us as kids. I remember
the time we beat Sumner at Fife and I hit 2 free throws with 1 second left, we won
51-50. Ron came and pancaked me in the locker room, he knocked me down to the
floor, crushing me with that big grin and laugh. Great times in sports. He was a great
friend. Then through the years we would see each other as though no time had gone
by. Several years ago my wife and I needed an attorney for an injury to my wife so I
called him up and asked him if he could refer me to an injury attorney. He said no
way, no way am I going to send you somewhere else, I will do it! It was a great 2
years being around him all the time and enjoying each other, and of course we won.
My wife says she is going to miss his laugh and his loving hugs. He really cared
about her. Ron, we love you and will miss you, until we meet again.
Steve and Val Anderson

Steve and Val Anderson - August 20, 2016 at 03:27 PM

“

Maria Peña sent a virtual gift in memory of Ronald Dean Ness

Maria Peña - August 20, 2016 at 02:29 AM

“

The golf courses are endless there...You are so missed, RON...
Maria Peña - August 20, 2016 at 02:34 AM

“

Kathy Ness lit a candle in memory of Ronald Dean Ness

Kathy Ness - August 20, 2016 at 12:24 AM

“

Ron has been a classmate and friend to the Goodwin Family for over 50 years. Most
recently, he was a valued member of the Board of Directors for the Elton Goodwin
Memorial Foundation, and our organization will truly miss him as much as the entire
SK community will. His large, gruff persona masked the loving, loyal, gentle man he
truly was. He was always available to listen, advise, contribute, or just provide big
hugs anytime, anywhere, to anyone. Our sincere condolences to his entire family in
their loss. RIP Big Guy. Love ya Man.....

Sharon Goodwin - August 19, 2016 at 10:44 PM

“

Sheryl M. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Ronald Dean Ness.

Sheryl M. - August 19, 2016 at 06:46 PM

“

In Memorandum of Ron Ness
It was always a pleasure when Ron would bring his mother to visit me. Each time
was a short time for Ron because he had to get back to his law offices but while he
was here we were always making the most of it to be of benefit to him. I quickly
found that Ron had a vivid interest in anything related to the civil war.
We visited the Antietam National Battlefield at Sharpsburg, Maryland. Ron was
fascinating by the driving tour of the battle field. He also was saddened by the
needless loss of so many lives.
The National Medical Museum in Fredrick Maryland was also of high interest to Ron.
He was amazed to find, contrary to what we heard, that pain killer were used
extensively for any repair of the wounded soldier.
When we visited the county fair in Chesapeake beach, Maryland Ron got the first
look on how easterner raised the very profitable tobacco crop at the Chesapeake
beach museum Ron was able to see all types of sailing ships that were used in the
Atlantic Ocean water. He also visited a restored lighthouse that guided ships up the
Chesapeake bay. I remember Ron taking this very narrow winding stair all the way to
the top of the lighthouse ( I only went up 2 levels!). Needless to say when it was
lunch time Ron, Lou and myself all enjoyed the fresh seafood from Chesapeake bay.
Nearby we visited the army medical museum which Ron was very much interested in
since it contained artifacts from president Lincoln. On local tour of Washington, D.C.
Ron certainly enjoyed the cherry blossom because one time he arrived when they
are in peak bloom.
With fonds Remembering of Ron.

Dick Stabnow
Zhi and Henry Ziegler
Richard Stabnow - August 19, 2016 at 10:48 AM

“

Ron lived life large,both personally and professionally. He was one of the finest
attorneys I have ever known. He not only gave his clients the benefit of his
considerable intellect but also a piece of his heart. Our world is diminished by his
death. Retired Judge Karen Conoley

Karen Conoley - August 19, 2016 at 02:16 AM

“

Ron, there isn't enough space here to talk about all of the challenging and frequent,
wonderfully funny things we did. I will, though, always remember those ski trips we
managed to have when on a business trip like in Colorado. I will remember when we
went to Germany and Switzerland on another business and got to take Kathy and
Phyllis. And I won't forget going with you to Pasadena to watch the Huskies beat
Purdue at the Rose Bowl.
While I never shared your passion for being against the death penalty, it certainly
never stood in the way of either our personal or professional relationship. You were a
very kind man to everyone that I ever knew that you dealt with. If you could read the
compliments from my former law enforcement colleagues about your conduct toward
them as a defense attorney you would probably blush and have that big ole grin
come across your face.
You surely will be sorely missed by the many, many people whose lives you touched.
I am one of them.
Your friend,
Bob Zornes

Bob Zornes - August 18, 2016 at 04:46 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Floy Ziegler - August 18, 2016 at 01:04 PM

“

I remember when I had a job interview with Ron. One of the questions he asked was
if I knew how to sew on buttons. I had no clue what he was talking about, and later
learned from the gal he hired that she sewed buttons back on his jackets. I loved his
huge heart and how he fought for those he was defending, even when he wasn't
getting paid. I know he will be missed not only by the legal community, but those
who's lives he touched. Rest in Peace, Ron. I will never forget you!

Bonnie - August 17, 2016 at 10:49 AM

