Ruth Aarshaug Parmley
September 25, 1918 - October 29, 2016

Ruth Aarshaug Parmley, 98, of Port Orchard died peacefully with family at her side. Ruth
was the youngest of five children born to Norwegian immigrants, Martha and Ole
Aarshaug. She was born and raised in Port Orchard and graduated from South Kitsap
High School in 1936. Ruth was a class officer, active in the Glee Club and Drama. Ruth
met the love of her life, James Parmley, at Perl Mauer’s Dance Hall in Bremerton and they
married on September 4, 1938. In August 1950, Ruth and Jim settled on five beautiful
waterfront acres in Harper to raise their son Steve and daughter Becky. After Jim’s death
in 1979, Ruth enjoyed extensive travels just to name a few: walking on the Great Wall of
China, visiting ancient Japanese Temples, visiting the Galapagos Islands, walking the
ruins of Machu Picchu, camping in the Serengeti and meeting Masai tribal members in
Africa, climbing Ayers Rock and snorkeling at the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, sailing
into the fjords of Norway, visiting the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, riding a camel near the
Pyramids in Egypt and kissing the Blarney Stone in Ireland, kayaking the waters from Port
Orchard to Gig Harbor and her numerous golfing trips with friends. Ruth’s greatest loves
were her family, her home in Harper and her loyal and devoted dogs Andy and Tucker.
Ruth was most recently residing at Stafford Suites Independent care in Port Orchard. Ruth
was preceded in death by her parents, her sister Esther, two brothers, Hans and Sig,
husband Jim and son Timothy James. Ruth is survived her 100 year old sister and best
friend, Helen, her son Steve (Linda) Parmley, daughter Becky (Rich) Barringer, seven
grandchildren; Eric, Paul, Glen, Erin, Tana, Wade and Jamie, 18 Great Grandchildren and
her loving nieces and nephews.
Memorial Service at 2:00 pm on November 4, 2016 at Rill Chapel in Port Orchard. Online
memorial at www.rill.com
Please join us to honor and celebrate an amazing lady.
Ruth’s family would like to extend a special thank you to the staff of Ridgemont
Transitional Care for their warmth, compassion and sensitivity in caring for her. In lieu of
flowers, please make donations to the Kitsap Humane Society in Ruth’s name.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - November 01, 2016 at 09:05 PM

“

I am Tammy, neighbor of Ruth's sister Helen. So many memories I will cherish of
Ruth , Helen and their many other friends playing cribbage. "Cribbage Wars" were so
fun to watch. Going to miss this wonderful lady.

Tammy Curtis - November 03, 2016 at 07:16 PM

“

I am Ruth's oldest niece and Hans' (Her Brother) oldest daughter. I have always
admired my aunt for her strength and kindness, she truly was an amazing person. I
have very fond memories of attending dances with her and her sister Helen, at Perl
Mauers in the late 1930's and early 40's, "The Big Band Era". She has been an
inspiration to me my whole life, and I will miss her dearly. I hope I face my twilight
years with the same fierce determination she had to live her life on her own terms.
God Bless, rest well my sweet aunt,
Betty Aarshaug-Beal
11/3/2016

Betty Aarshaug-Beal - November 03, 2016 at 12:24 PM

“

I was blessed many times over the day I found my birth mother Carolyn and one of
those special people that my wife and I had the pleasure of meeting was Aunt Ruth.
She reminded me of my Aunt Dot......tough as nails but loving in every way. The first
time we met Aunt Ruth was in the summer of 2004. She wecomed us into her home
and more importantly she immediatley made us feel like part of the family. What a
class act. My mother Monica had the chance to visit with Ruth when we brought her
up to Washingtonin this last June. We were so very happy about that. We will miss
you Ruth.
Terry and Cherie Conan
Pictures are from the first time we met Aunt Ruth.

Terry Conan - November 02, 2016 at 04:34 PM

“

My Aunt Ruth was an absolutely amazing person. She never gave up although in my
mind she had reasons to. She was and is an inspiration to me of what is possible if
you just have the conviction that you CAN! I will cherish all of the memories that I am
blessed to have.
Carolyn Aarshaug Blanscet

Carolyn Blanscet - October 31, 2016 at 09:20 PM

“

My Grandma inspired me to see the world and instilled in me a sense of adventure and
wonderment.
The scent of saltwater and limpet covered, rock strewn beaches will forever bring back
boyhood memories where she held my hand and together we discovered all those
fascinating smelly things that only the tide can bring in...
I don't think I ever said "Thank you" enough...for being the rock that you were, for the many
things you have done for me, your generosity and the examples you set... For loving my
wife and making her instantly welcome in your heart.
Your memory will be honored by remembering to be bold and brave and to be loving in our
thoughts and actions. You loved this planet we live upon and your memory can be carried
forward by us doing our part in taking care of it.
Thank you for all the things you have given me, many of which I probably didn't deserve.
You showed countless people what it meant to "live" life. Thank you for that.
You will always be loved.
Paul Parmley
Paul Parmley - November 01, 2016 at 12:43 PM

