Samuel Joseph Newton
October 5, 1947 - October 4, 2016

Samuel Joseph Newton passed away in Gig Harbor Hospital, WA the day before his 69th
birthday on the morning of October 4th 2016. Sam was born October 5th 1947 in Tacoma
Washington and raised by his father Floyd Lavern Newton and mother Genevieve Newton
where he was raised in the Tacoma area located in WA. Sam graduated from Mount
Tahoma High School in 1966. Soon after graduating he entered the service as a Marine.
Sam's service included a tour in Vietnam and later was discharged from the service. Sam
was very proud of being a Marine and serving his country. Sam came back to the Tacoma
area and went to trade school to become a welder and iron worker. Sam joined the 86/Iron
Worker Union. Sam went to the Tri Cities for a couple of years and worked in the Hanford
Nuclear site as a welder. He returned to the Tacoma area and got a job building the New
Tacoma Bridge by the old Narrows Bridge and was very proud of being apart of that. Sam
retired from the Iron workers as a result of injury. He then became a wheeler and dealer of
all things, which he enjoyed doing very much and had his own business card printed
Sam’s Stuff.
Sam didn’t let life slow him down he still pursued life with vigor even with the loss of his
kidneys and a leg.
Sam’s father introduced him to fishing and hunting at an early age. Sam took pleasure
fishing in the bay and ocean; he loved eating fish and crab. He enjoyed hunting with family
and friends in the Little Natche area. He hunted with the bow and arrow, musket gun and
rifle. His 1st kill was ruff and he was very sad but not long he enjoyed the true hunt as
many boys do.
Sam’s personality came across as gruff and liked to argue his point. Sam did enjoy the
game of making children and adults apprehensive of him but was truly a teddy bear in
disguise. If needed a hand he would be there to help.
Sam is survived by his mother Gene, His brother Steve, and two sisters Pam Greinke and
Cyndie Horvath. His father, Newt preceded him in death. Sam will be very missed by

family and friends.

Events
OCT
14

Graveside Service with Military Honors11:30AM
Tahoma National Cemetery
18600 SE 240th St, Kent, WA, US, 98042

Comments

“

There has not been a day so far that I want to pick up the phone and ask Sam what
he is doing, where is he, and does he need cookies. I miss him so much. Jackie B

jackie - November 11, 2016 at 02:20 PM

“

Sam was part of our Stokes Auction family, he was a customer for many years. Sam
would just sign "Sam" on his bidder card and everyone in the office knew who he
was and if they didn't, they soon learned..LOL. We could always count on Sam for
watching out for us. If the check-in line was too long, he would go to the cashier and
say "give me some cards and pens" in his gruff way.
Thank you Sam. We will miss you.
LeAnn Boardman

LeAnn Boardman - October 12, 2016 at 09:16 AM

“

I met Sam at an auction. After that first meeting, he never walked past me without
speaking and smiling. He liked the food we cooked too. He was a fun guy. May the
love of God see his family through this tough time. RIP Sam.
Diane Pollock

Diane Pollock - October 11, 2016 at 08:49 PM

“

When I first met Sam, I didn't know what to think. He reminding me of an ornery old
man but that was just his way. After a few times talking to him, I knew it was just a
show. He had a great heart (or at least to me) and I enjoyed giving him a hug every
time I saw him. He always said he looked forward to my hug. He always made me
smile and had a story to tell. I am so sad...and wish I could have one more hug! Take
care, my friend. Nyla Simonetti

Nyla Simonetti - October 11, 2016 at 07:51 PM

“

I first met Sam on a job in Tacoma when we both were apprentices for the Iron
workers. That was back in 1980. Sam did enjoy working on the Narrows Bridge I had
the privalage working with him on that job. Sam was Sam and there was no other
way to put it. He was a great friend and co-worker. He would do his best not to let
anything get him down. He stopped doing what ever he was doing to help me out
when I needed his help. He was a great man and truly a friend that will be missed.
God Bless you Sam and thank you for being there for me. Richard Smith

Richard Smith - October 11, 2016 at 05:29 PM

