Stella Elizabeth (Durston) Linenko
September 3, 1918 - January 22, 2016

In honor of our Mom, we are submitting her requested obituary she had prepared prior to
her death:
Stella was born September 3, 1918 in Topbar, South Dakota to Herbert and Jane (Hayes)
Durston, immigrants from England in 1908. She had one brother and five sisters.
At an early age the family moved to Dowling, South Dakota on a large farm. She attended
school in a one room school house with all eight grades, walking 4 miles and later by
horseback, 7 miles sometimes in freezing temperatures and deep snow. She worked
around the family farm and in 1935 worked at a ranch doing housework and helped cook
for the ranch hands where she met the “Love of her life”, her future husband Garry.
In 1936, her parents sold their farm and moved into Philip. She continued her education at
Philip High School staying at the dormitory and graduating in 1938. She married Garry on
September 18th.
After the declaration of World War II, they decided to leave in March 1942 and head west.
Garry got work at the Puget Sound Shipbuilding and Repair. They loved the area and
especially his government job. In 1943 their first daughter Charlotte was born. Two years
later in 1945 their daughter Sharon arrived. Their third daughter Charlene was born in
1950. They were established and rooted to their Washington home which they built
themselves on 11 acres. Stella went to work at the Veterans Home near Port Orchard in
1959 as a cook and later a building captain, making her time there 30 years.
After retiring they traveled in their motorhome around the United States and Canada, and
took several cruises. Stella went to England to see cousins and their families, and a trip to
the Holy Land with a group from the Christian Church.
Stella was active in many community organizations. She and her husband helped
organize the Bethel Volunteer Fire Department along with community neighbors. She was

a member of the Grange, the Eagles (60 years), TOPS (25 years) and Bethel Grace Bible
Church. She organized and managed a senior citizens band called the “Guys and Gals”
who entertained residents at nursing homes and retirement centers for over 20 years.
Stella loved gardening, music, dancing and her friends.
Living at Stafford Suites the last seven years she created a new family. She loved the
activities, the great staff and all the residents.
She is survived by daughters Sharon Cain and Charlene Wise; sister Mary Ann Short, all
of Port Orchard; grandchildren Gary (Melaney) Watson, Jodi (Dean) Kandlik, Jim Wise,
Joe Wise, Mike (Kim) Cain, Nanci (Don) Bear; 7 great-grandchildren and 6 great-greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband Garry of 64 years, daughter
Charlotte Watson, sons-in-law Jerry Cain and Gary Wise, and grandson Patrick Cain.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - February 17, 2016 at 05:57 PM

“

36 files added to the album LifeTributes

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - February 08, 2016 at 01:49 PM

“

Your mom was a great friend and co worker to my husband Robert at Retsil
It's a small world when Stella and my mom were involved with the Guys and Gals
Band. This group really provided a lot of music to seniors in Kitsap County. At times it
was their passion. Condolences in her passing. Wow think of the band they have
now
Jean Black

Jean Black - February 04, 2016 at 01:51 PM

“

Sharon and Charlene so sorry for your loss. I have many fond memories of your
mom most involve dancing!!! I know she will be greatly missed. What a gal!!!

Donna Zaccagnini - February 01, 2016 at 08:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Holly Harden - February 01, 2016 at 11:13 AM

“

Stella's daughter Sharon and I attended school together in the same grade starting
with first grade, and maybe even Kindergarten. all the way through high school. I
can't remember if she was in Kindergarten with me or not. I remember Mrs. Linenko
from seeing her at school events, in particular the 4th grade, when Sharon, another
classmate Shirley Weyer and myself as a trio, did a musical number on our hand
made harps. The moms were all there watching us perform. Our picture was on the
front page of the Bremerton Sun. I still have the original picture that somehow my
mom talked the reporter into giving her. (See Photos & Videos). Through the years, I
never drove past the Linenko home on Bethel-Burley Road, that I didn't think of Mr.
and Mrs. Linenko. Always! I know they must have been excellent parents because
they certainly raised 3 great daughters.

Holly Harden - February 01, 2016 at 11:00 AM

“

Thinking of you as you mourn the loss of your mother Charlene and Sharon. I
remember her as cheerful and always having a smile! Psalms 118:14 "The Lord is
my Strength and my Salvation",
Sharlene Hanson Reams

Sharlene Reams - January 30, 2016 at 11:14 AM

