Thomas Wesley Sanders
January 26, 1923 - September 13, 2016

Tom was a Radar Technician First Class aboard USS SeaRaven SS-196 during World
War II and Project Manager WW2END Special Event aboard the USS Missouri. He was
an accomplished amateur radio operator (W6QJI) who expertly designed antennas, and
he was regional coordinator for the SETI Institute (Search for Extra-terrestrial Intelligence).
Tom’s strength inspired others to pursue their highest ambitions. He could have asserted
his rare intellect to demonstrate superiority; instead, he helped countless people discover
their own unique gifts.
He was an aerospace engineering consultant who, with his team, identified and corrected
design errors resulting in flight malfunctions. He was usually hired shortly before critical
corporate and military deadlines. Tom, and others like him, were called gunslingers:
decisive and aggressive risk takers. Engineering gunslingers are extraordinarily creative
problem solvers.
Tom spent his earnings to form a company, which was later embezzled by an employee.
He set aside anger, refused to declare bankruptcy, represented himself in court, and
worked for years to repay the debts.
He and I, his wife Jana, met months after he discovered the embezzlement. Because he
had the courage to trust again, we were blessed with a beautiful 48 year marriage.

Comments

“

I have known Tom since the early 90’s and he helped me get started in Ham Radio.
No matter what was going on, he was right in the middle of it and leading us on. I
shared a special bond with Tom, as I also served on submarines, but mine were the
nuclear kind. I was surprised to read up on the USS Searaven (ss196) and how
many brave things they did in WWII. Tom never bragged about anything, but he sure
put a lot of energy into everything he did. I will sure miss him. God bless you Jana.
Steve Sewald

Steven Sewald - October 17, 2016 at 12:46 PM

“

Jana; My deepest sympathy and condolences to you. May your memories surround
you with comfort.
Judy Arbogast

Judy Arbogast - September 30, 2016 at 08:31 PM

“

Dear Jana,
Thinking of you with deep regard and affection.
Marcia Coyne

Marcia Coyne - September 26, 2016 at 02:21 PM

“

Jana, I am very sorry for your loss. Tom was one the most gentle souls I have ever
known. My heartfelt sympathy to you.
Sally Murphy

SAlly Murphy - September 25, 2016 at 07:30 PM

“

My husband and I didn't know Tom and Jana personally but had the opportunity to
observe them at a restaurant and Olympic Fitness Center. They were lost in each
other and the great love they had was apparent to the onlooker. I ran into Jana this
week and she was alone.....and I had not in all those years ever seen one or the
other alone. It was then I knew that Tom had passed. I spoke to her and she said that
they had a wonderful, loving 48 years together. Jana, you lived your vows to the very
end and set a great example for all who had the rare opportunity to observe the two
of you together. Peace be with you Jana. You are a jewel.

Ray & Joey Riepe - September 21, 2016 at 09:25 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Rill Chapel's Life Tribute Center - September 20, 2016 at 04:45 PM

“

My life became richer by knowing Tom. You surely will be missed.
John Bellitteri
John Bellitteri - September 23, 2016 at 09:42 AM

