Vickie Marie Officer
July 30, 1954 - February 21, 2020

Vickie Officer lost her six-year battle with cancer on Friday, February 21st, 2020. She was
65 years old.
Born in Puyallup, WA, Vickie and her two brothers were raised in Port Orchard. She
attended high school at Auburn Adventist Academy where she met her future husband,
Warren, in her freshman year. She and Warren married after her graduation in 1972, and
eventually moved back to Port Orchard where they started their family and Vickie began
her career.
Masterfully detail-oriented, Vickie initially put her love of words to work for the Port
Orchard Independent. At the Independent she held positions including copywriter, copy
editor, and layout artist—back when “laying out” a paper was a labor of love performed by
hand. Later, Vickie was the next in her family (after her father and older brother) to go to
work for Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. After a stint in Pass and ID, where she worked
maintaining the integrity of the shipyard’s personnel-related security, she moved to Loss
Prevention where she developed an asset tracking system that was used for decades.
Throughout her life, Vickie was active in the Seventh Day Adventist church community,
and placed special emphasis on helping children and adolescents. She taught all ages of
Sabbath School, from Cradle Roll to Junior, for more than three decades; she also taught
Vacation Bible School from 2006 through 2019 and served hot lunches at Kitsap Seventh
Day Adventist School (where she was known as “the Cookie Lady”) for many years.
Vickie’s passions in life revolved around family, travel, and creative endeavors. Some of
her favorite memories occurred where two or more of those passions met: family trips to
Ocean Shores, travel with her father in Austria to see the sites from The Sound of Music,
and family birthdays that offered her a reason to create baked, sewn, or other handcrafted
goods to add to the occasion. Many of her most treasured moments revolved around her
two grandchildren, on whom she doted and fiercely protected her time with—whether for
special occasions or time spent as simply as on a weekly ferry ride to Seattle.

Impervious to the prescribed assumptions of adulthood, Vickie never lost her youthful
appreciation of life’s innocent pleasures. She loved animals (especially cats), children,
nature, and other simple joys—while maintaining a keen appreciation for the macabre,
passing a love of vampire and fantasy novels on to her son and grandchildren.
Vickie was preceded in death by her father. She is survived by her mother, husband,
brothers, son, grandchildren, and extended and chosen family members too numerous to
list. She touched countless lives and will be missed and remembered every day.
Vickie’s life will be remembered as a mission to love and serve her family, church, and atrisk youth. Her favorite hymns were “How Great Thou Art” and “In the Garden;” she was
also a lifelong fan of the British Invasion bands of the 1960s, including the Beatles, the
Byrds, the Rolling Stones and the Turtles. Her special song with her husband was “Baby, I
Love You” by Tommy Roe.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. – Matthew 6:34 (NIV)
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the American Cancer Society or the local
Search and Rescue.
There will be a celebration of Vickie's life on Saturday, March 14th at 4:00 pm at the
Seventh Day Adventist Church in Port Orchard, 5000 Bethel Road SE, Port Orchard, WA
98367
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Comments

“

Vickie was always helping fixes lunches for the kids at kitsap Adventist school and I
had the opportunity to help her with it. She will be missed.

Blenda Feliciano - March 17 at 01:00 PM

“

Vickie was always helping fixes lunches for the kids at kitsap Adventist school and I
had the opportunity to help her with it. She will be missed.

Blenda Feliciano - March 17 at 12:57 PM

“

I was saddened to read in the Kitsap Sun about Vickie's passing as our family no
longer attends Port Orchard SDA Church. Vickie meant a great deal to me and my
family. She was such a positive influence on us with her constant smile, giggles,
upbeat personality and ability to still radiate joy in the midst of battling cancer. I was
so impressed that she'd still bake amazing treats for the students at Kitsap Adventist
Christian School and accompany Warren to pick up roadside trash on the school's
Adopt-a-Road events, which I coordinated. Our family has nothing but cherished
memories of Vickie and her desire to include us in her loving ways. Our prayers are
with Warren and their family.

Ethan Fowler - March 06 at 12:21 PM

“

Vickie and I worked together in the Shipyard many years ago, and we've been
friends ever since. She made everything fun. We shared a lot of laughter and jokes,
making things as routine as work emails between us into fun song parodies or
ongoing silly stories. That is one of the things I loved most about her -- her sense of
humor and appreciation for irony, silliness, and bad puns.
She introduced me to Mr. Bean and Rowan Atkinson's other characters; we shared a
love for the Monkees and the Bee Gees and British Invasion music. When we were
together we spent most of that time laughing. I loved her smile and that twinkle in her
eyes that usually meant mischief.
I know she was devoted to God, Warren, Chris and the kids. She was always happy
to serve at the church and help people whenever she could. She missed gardening
and when she could no longer do it; she was happiest when busy. Nobody will forget
the dozens and dozens and dozens of amazing cookies and goodies that came from
her oven. I will never have such wonderful shortbread again.
Vickie's passing leaves a big hole in a lot of lives, but we rejoice in knowing it's only a
matter of time until we see her again. Thank you, Vickie, for your love and friendship,
which I will always cherish. My love and condolences to Warren and family.
xoxoBecky

Becky Phillips - March 06 at 11:26 AM

“

Vicki was a friend of mine sense 8th grade. Her wonderful family embraced my family
the minute we started going to the old Port Orchard church in 1968.
I went to one year of Auburn Academy with Viki.
Her laughter and smiles were always a cheer to me and all around.
She made my weeding cake in 1995 when I married Charlie.
She gave of her self always. Never acted defeated by her illness. She relying on the
Lord for her strength.
She will be missed.

Dena - March 03 at 12:12 AM

“

A sweet girl with a winning smile. I loved working with Vickie at the Port Orchard
Independent. May the Lord bless all her friends. And comfort her family. I plan to see
her on that great getting up morning.

Joyce L Schilt - March 01 at 06:04 PM

“

My earliest memory of Vicki was when I was about four and the whole family was
coming to visit. You can hold all the goldfish you want when we get to Heaven, Bicki.
Love to your mama, Warren, Larry and Sarah, and girls, Tony, Christopher, Ally, and
Connor. Til Jesus comes.

Julie Schoberl - February 29 at 05:10 PM

“

Vickie and I were roommates at Auburn academy and I have many memories of laughter
as we spent that time together.
Julia Clark - March 09 at 11:18 PM

“

I haven't been attending the Port Orchard Church long, and have been away much of
the time, but I will never forget Vickie's infectious smile and her positive attitude,
even when I knew she wasn't feeling well. Vickie was a blessing to me, and I am
sure to many, many others during her life's journey. What a joy it will be to spend
eternity as neighbors with Vickie one day in that earth made new! My heartfelt love
and prayers go to her family.
Gayle Harper

Gayle Harper - February 28 at 09:52 PM

“

My memories of Vickie center mostly around our church school where she has been
actively helping far beyond her son's graduation. She always had a cheerful smile
and encouraging demeaner, even when in the darkest hour of her illness. Vickie, rest
in peace until Jesus comes!

Linda and Jerry Rickaby - February 27 at 09:07 PM

“

Thank you Warren for sharing Vickie with us. She was a lovely lady and we will miss
her terribly at family gatherings. Our love to you and your family.

Eva Mullan - February 27 at 04:27 PM

“

I have so many memories.... Vickie's infectious smile and her sense of humor!!
Her commitment to God, church, my brother Warren and family. I have spent the last
few days with my brother Warren and I believe she knew her end on this Earth was
near. Vickie wanted to make sure Warren has things to do. They made up a daily
schedule. Those of you who know Warren also know that he doesn't cook. I think I
get that from him cause I don't cook either between us I think we can burn water!!
She has meals prepared for him. Vickie also, wanted to make sure that Warren kept
up with his commitments with their church. Church means a great deal to both of
them. So where was Warren Saturday morning in church. These things and what she
did and how she helped to prepare Warren are the person she was. Will love and

miss her but, I will see her again.
Barry officer - February 26 at 03:12 PM

